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Administracion virveinal en el Peri: gobierno del marqués de Montesclaros (1607—1615).
By PILAR LATASA VASSALLO. Madrid: Editorial Centro de Estudios Ramén Areces,
1997. lllustrations. Tables. Notes. Bibliography. xxvi, 709 pp. Paper.

After governing New Spain (1603—7), don Juan de Mendoza y Luna, the third marqués
de Montesclaros, ruled as viceroy of Peru from 1607 to 1615. Spanish historian Pilar
Latasa Vassallo admirably analyzes Montesclaros’s Andean administration during years
when Peru seemingly outshone Spain’s other colonies in both wealth and grandeur. The
author does not aim to provide a biography of the viceroy. She is more concerned with
examining his viceregal administration. Her book is institutional in focus, but nonethe-
less it contains a treasure of information about Montesclaros and Peru that easily sup-
plants Aurelio Miré Quesada’s literary biography, El primer virvey-poeta en América: don
Juan de Mendoza y Luna, marqués de Montesclaros (Madrid, 1962), for most aspects of the
viceroy’s Peruvian administration.

Montesclaros worked to protect and enhance the power of his office and to
increase silver shipments to Spain. In creating the archdiocese of Charcas and the bish-
oprics of Trujillo, Huamanga, and Arequipa, Montesclaros encountered little opposi-
tion, except from the archbishop of Lima and the bishop of Cuzco, who lost territory to
the new jurisdictions. Establishment of the Tribunal de Cuentas touched off disputes
regarding procedures, jurisdiction, and protocol. Latasa Vassallo describes the roots of
later Tribunal problems analyzed by Ronald Escobedo Mansilla and Kenneth Andrien.
Key to increasing royal revenues were the viceroy’s initiatives regarding the Huancave-
lica mercury mines and the great silver district at Potosi. Mining problems at the for-
mer cut mercury supplies to Potosi’s silver refiners. Montesclaros personally inspected
conditions at Huancavelica, something even Viceroy Francisco de Toledo had not done
during his famous tour of the Andes, and took steps to ventilate the mines to make them
workable. When the crown ordered better treatment of indigenous workers, Montes-
claros tried to solve the ensuing labor shortages at Potosi by forcibly relocating yana-
conas (Andean workers who had lost their ethnic affiliation) there. When that scheme
proved impossible, he preserved the Potosf mita as well as that at Huancavelica. Mean-
while, Montesclaros denied the mita to miners at Oruro, although less from a humani-
tarian concern than from fear that it would harm Potosi. With coastal waters threatened
by foreign marauders, he strengthened the fleet, but its defeat by Dutch interlopers off
Cafiete in 1615 revealed that Montesclaros’s efforts to protect Peru and simultaneously
carry silver to Panama had been insufficient.

Latasa Vassallo’s study unfolds much like the official reports (relaciones) that vice-
roys prepared for their successors. The book contains sections about Montesclaros’s
dealings with the state’s political and legal bureaucracy, his oversight of the fiscal appa-
ratus, his handling of ecclesiastical matters, and his efforts to expand and defend the
viceroyalty. It concludes with an examination of the viceroy’s residencia, the judicial
inquiry of his administration conducted at its end. The author draws on a vast amount
of documentation, primarily from Spanish public and private archives, and effectively
integrates the works of institutional scholars, such as Ismael Sinchez Bella.
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Her focus on institutional detail, however, sometimes obscures more relevant
issues related to Montesclaros. The study contains little information about the context
and long-term consequences of Montesclaros’s policies and actions. Did his new con-
tract with the guild that operated Huancavelica, for example, make any significant
difference? What lasting innovations and decisions should scholars attribute to Mon-
tesclaros? The imperial and institutional perspective of Latasa Vassallo perhaps unavoid-
ably provides little insight into the socioeconomic or cultural effects of these undertak-
ings, especially for the mass of the Andean population.

These cautions aside, Latasa Vassallo’s work has much to recommend it. Too few
Peruvian viceregal administrations have been blessed with such detailed, useful studies.
Latasa Vassallo is adept at exposing the intricate workings of the viceregal bureaucracy.
Colonial Andeanists and other scholars of imperial bureaucracy should consult her
assessment of how the office of viceroy functioned in the early 1600s, a period in which
Peru predominated in Spanish America while Potosi’s silver still poured forth and the
monarchy continued its consolidation of power over the tumultuous Andes.

KENDALL W. BROWN, Brigham Young University

De quimeras, rebeliones y utopias: la gesta del inca Pedro Boborques.
By ANA MARfA LORANDI. Lima: Pontificia Universidad Catdlica del Pert, 1997.
Plates. Maps. Bibliography. 357 pp. Paper.

The implausible exploits of Pedro Bohorques make up a fascinating tale which belies
assumptions that the midcolonial era was a straightforward time of stability and order. A
threadbare vagabond from Andalusia who married into Quechua-speaking Indian soci-
ety in Castrovirreyna, Bohorques eventually became a controversial, visionary conquis-
tador, leading expeditions in search of the mythic city of Paititi in the Peruvian Ama-
zon. When his semilegal frontier colony began to break down, he was sent under arrest
to the fastnesses of southern Chile. He subsequently escaped into the highland Andean
valleys of Tucumdn, where he reinvented himself as a descendant of the Inca who would
lead the unsubdued Calchaqui Indians to freedom from their colonial Spanish oppres-
sors. He was finally executed after allegedly fomenting the 1666 rebellion of the kurakas
while imprisoned in Lima. Though he is little known today, the fresh and engaging new
portrait of him by Ana Maria Lorandi dispels the clouds of obscurity surrounding his
story.

The book consists of two relatively separate parts. The first three chapters offer
extensive historical and cultural discussions of themes central to the story of Pedro
Bohorques. The author points to political tensions that she considers to have been crit-
ical in the seventeenth century, and to other instances of Spaniard-Indian alliances and
anticolonial conspiracies. She next turns to the elaboration of a neo-Inca culture and
historical memory that, she argues, had subversive utopian connotations. She then takes
up the utopian imaginings of Paititd and El Dorado, as expressed in colonial literature
and geographical exploration. The material presented in these chapters is interesting



