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and difficult man, Wm. Gates, comes through as a dedicated biblio-
phile who should have stopped at that rather than let himself get
into the frustrations of attempting to compete in a scholarly field for
which he was not trained. The final two chapters are dedicated to
Frans Blom with few punches pulled. The story of his meteoric rise
to the head of a prestigious research institute, his fall and his alcohol-
ism, and his rehabilitation by his wife and his final satisfying years are
all nicely done.

In short, this is a book which deals with both anecdotalism and
intellectual history. It omits significant figures, does not deal equally
with all of the men discussed, and ignores a great deal of the history
of Maya archaeology available for the interviewing. Still and all, it
is a worthwhile book for the last four chapters alone, and is generally
well-written throughout.

University of Texas, R. E. W. Apams
San Antonio

A Guide to Ancient Maya Ruins. By C. BRuce HunTER. Norman, 1974.
University of Oklahoma Press. Maps. Illustrations. Index. Pp.
xvii, 332. Cloth. $9.95; Paper. $4.95.

The Maya Epic. By Evan BennerT. Introduction by RoBERT SOMER-
rott. River Falls, 1974. University of Wisconsin-River Falls Press.
Maps. Illustrations. Graphs. Bibliography. Index. Pp. viii, 135.
Cloth. $12.95; Paper. $5.95.

The Winds of Tomorrow. Social Change in a Maya Town. By RicHARD
A. TrompsoN. Chicago, 1974. The University of Chicago Press.
Tables. Bibliography. Index. Pp. x, 182. Cloth. $12.50.

These three books are aimed at three different audiences who share
an interest in the Maya. The first is written for the sophisticated trav-
eller, the second for those who enjoy wide-open speculation on the
nature of ancient Mayan social organization, and the third is a major
contribution to the serious scholar on the Maya and in the dynamics
of shifting ethnic boundaries.

Bruce Hunter’s Guide to Ancient Maya Ruins is a well-written, well
organized and competent work designed to make the major Mayan
archaeological sites meaningful to the more sophisticated traveller.
The maps and illustrations are excellent and fit in meaningfully with
the text. Hunter is most qualified to present this tour of the Maya
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past. He is a lecturer in archaeology at the Museum of Natural History
in New York and for two decades has guided an annual field trip in
Meso-America. The last few pages of the book contain concise advice
on routes to the sites as well as suggestions on clothing and guide ser-
vices. Though not intended as such, this volume will also give pleasure
to the armchair traveller and serve as a useful introduction to the
Maya for the serious scholar.

Bennett’s Maya Epic flies high above objective evidence to pro-
duce some imaginative interpretations of Mayan history. Bennett is
an “engineer-geologist” who became interested in early American
civilizations while practicing his profession in Latin America. The
author presents two novel theories which rest on slim evidence and a
powerful imagination. First, he postulates that the Olmec were in
fact the earliest Maya. Upon this base, he then postulates a separate
ethnic identity for the lower and ruling classes of all later Maya.

Richard Thompson’s Winds of Tomorrow, on the other hand, is a
study of contemporary ethnic boundaries in a Mayan community and
rests on solid objective evidence and a most scientific analysis. The
author presents a valuable study of the dynamics involved in main-
taining ethnic boundaries while allowing individuals to change their
ethnic identities in the community of Ticul. In both a synchronic and
diachronic analysis, Thompson traces the evolution of the earlier
Maya-Hispanic division of society to the contemporary status hierarchy
of the subordinate Mestizo (Maya Indian based) and the Hispanic
dominant group. This excellent study will long serve as a model for
future research on ethnicity.

University of California, WriLiaM MADSEN
Santa Barbara

The United States and the Development of the Puerto Rican Status
Question, 1936-1968. By Surenpra Buana. Lawrence, 1975. The

University Press of Kansas. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. Pp.
x, 290. Cloth.

Since 1898, Puerto Rico has been striving to discover a political
relationship with the United States that will be realistic. Various in-
sular political parties have been created and have adapted their strategy
to the achievement of either statehood within or independence of the
United States, even as the cwurrent system (estado libre asociado)
remains in power and searches for greater autonomy within the Fed-



