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efforts by various organizations such as the National Chicano Media
Council to influence the communications industry. Although some
success has been achieved in changing the media’s stereotypic view
of Mexicans—such as the “Frito Bandido”—Lewels observes that Chi-
canos have only made a minor impact. At the same time, however,
Chicanos receive the ideological and cultural influences of the media.
As a means of social control, the media’s illusions of a democratic and
pluralistic American society represent a major obstacle to the or-
ganization of Chicano communities against the reality of poverty,
menial jobs, low wages, cultural disintegration, and racial prejudice.
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Pursuit of the Ancient Maya: Some Archaeologists of Yesterday. By
RoBert L. BrunHOUuse. Albuquerque, 1975. University of New

Mexico Press. Map. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. Pp. viii,
252. Cloth. $8.95.

Brunhouse follows his previous book on early Maya archaeologists
with the present one which deals with a group which overlapped the
19th and 20th centuries. It is a curious group and it is a curious book.
Seven men are treated in eight chapters. The initial chapters are
more anecdotally oriented with fairly small attention to intellectual
history. These early chapters deal with Teobert Malery and Alfred
Maudslay, who properly belong to the 19th century era of “Great Ex-
plorers.” Both men laid the substantive bases for modern Maya archae-
ology with their superb photographs and drawings. Morley is in-
cluded here in a chapter, which is somewhat redundant because he
has already been treated by Brunhouse in a full volume biography.
Nothing new is added and a couple of errors of fact are perpetuated
about the history of the development of the program of Maya research
of the Carnegie Institution. Frederick Mitchell-Hedges appears as an
egomaniacal adventurer, which is what Brunhouse finally concludes
he was. One wonders, however, why he was included at all, and why
some really significant contemporary figures such as Tozzer, Merwin,
Kidder, and Gann were omitted. SHll, Mitchell-Hedges is entertain-
ingly described. The book changes tone at this point and becomes
much more satisfying. Spinden is given a very perceptive review and
a long separate section deals with his ideas and their relationships
to the general intellectual currents of the time. That most peculiar
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and difficult man, Wm. Gates, comes through as a dedicated biblio-
phile who should have stopped at that rather than let himself get
into the frustrations of attempting to compete in a scholarly field for
which he was not trained. The final two chapters are dedicated to
Frans Blom with few punches pulled. The story of his meteoric rise
to the head of a prestigious research institute, his fall and his alcohol-
ism, and his rehabilitation by his wife and his final satisfying years are
all nicely done.

In short, this is a book which deals with both anecdotalism and
intellectual history. It omits significant figures, does not deal equally
with all of the men discussed, and ignores a great deal of the history
of Maya archaeology available for the interviewing. Still and all, it
is a worthwhile book for the last four chapters alone, and is generally
well-written throughout.
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A Guide to Ancient Maya Ruins. By C. BRuce HunTER. Norman, 1974.
University of Oklahoma Press. Maps. Illustrations. Index. Pp.
xvii, 332. Cloth. $9.95; Paper. $4.95.

The Maya Epic. By Evan BennerT. Introduction by RoBERT SOMER-
rott. River Falls, 1974. University of Wisconsin-River Falls Press.
Maps. Illustrations. Graphs. Bibliography. Index. Pp. viii, 135.
Cloth. $12.95; Paper. $5.95.

The Winds of Tomorrow. Social Change in a Maya Town. By RicHARD
A. TrompsoN. Chicago, 1974. The University of Chicago Press.
Tables. Bibliography. Index. Pp. x, 182. Cloth. $12.50.

These three books are aimed at three different audiences who share
an interest in the Maya. The first is written for the sophisticated trav-
eller, the second for those who enjoy wide-open speculation on the
nature of ancient Mayan social organization, and the third is a major
contribution to the serious scholar on the Maya and in the dynamics
of shifting ethnic boundaries.

Bruce Hunter’s Guide to Ancient Maya Ruins is a well-written, well
organized and competent work designed to make the major Mayan
archaeological sites meaningful to the more sophisticated traveller.
The maps and illustrations are excellent and fit in meaningfully with
the text. Hunter is most qualified to present this tour of the Maya



