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issues in developing nations by U.S. officials intent on stabilizing sup-
port for friendly governments in areas of U.S. involvement.

Olson’s general conclusions seem appropriate to the data. How-
ever, more specific comparisons between policy objectives and out-
comes in different Latin American countries would have been useful,
as would more attention to the internal dynamics in each case. Lump-
ing together the ideas of Samuel Huntington, Kenneth Karst, and
Eric Wolf to conclude that peasants become revolutionary because
of lack of land (p. 6) masks the subtleties of Wolf’s argument and fails
to explain why some landless peasants revolt and others do not. Struc-
tural similarities obviously exist, but peasants differ from nation to
nation and internally according to variations in labor arrangements.
Sharecropping, tenant farming, smallholding, and wage labor each
produce different needs, resulting in different expressions of want,
and hence in different ideologies. The “powerlessness” of the masses
to which Olson refers in the truly revolutionary conclusions to this
interesting study is, at one level, directly related to those ideologies.
To play with these in the prevailing climates of political repression
could prove more dangerous immediately to the peasantries themselves
than are the very real horrors of their present situation.
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The increased emphasis on racial and ethnic minorities has mo-
tivated scholars to examine the Mexican experience in the United
States. The result has been a number of studies on different aspects
of Mexican-American life. Covering the fields of history, sociology,
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and communications are the following recent publications: Abraham
Hoffman’s Unwanted Mexican Americans in the Great Depression;
John H. Burma’s Spanish-speaking Groups in the United States; and
Francisco J. Lewels, Jr., The Uses of the Media by the Chicano Move-
ment. Of these, Hoffman’s is the most important. Since history has
been a neglected area in Mexican-American studies, Hoffman’s well
researched and concisely written history represents a welcome ad-
dition. Based on United States public documents, Hoffman discusses
the collective efforts by local, state, federal, and Mexican authorities—
as well as private organizations such as the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce—to deport and repatriate Mexican workers and their fam-
ilies from Los Angeles during the 1930s. Officials argued that the Mexi-
can had become an economic burden and rather than maintain un-
employed Mexicans on relief, it would be cheaper to return them to
Mexico. Although severely hurt by the world-wide depression, Mexico
had little choice but to receive the deportees. Limited by its own
economic problems, however, the Cairdenas administrations attempt
to initiate various colonization projects proved to be unsuccessful.
By World War II, thousands of Mexicans once more began to enter
the United States in search of work.

While Hoffman criticizes the harsh deportation and repatriation
measures which send thousands of Mexicans—both aliens as well as
American citizens—out of the United States, his study suffers from
being institutional history. Through Hoffman we learn much about
agencies involved in the mass exodus of Mexicans such as the Bureau
of Immigration, but unfortunately little of the Mexicans themselves.
Consequently, the Mexican in Hoffman’s study appears only as a
minor character in the scenario instead of the major one. More re-
search in Los Angeles, Mexican sources such as La Opinién and oral
history would have complemented the documentation in government
records. Nevertheless, Hoffman’s narrative reveals a little known, but
tragic outcome of the depression in the Southwest,

First published in 1954, the re-publication of John H. Burma’s
sociological study of Spanish-speaking groups in the United States
serves a useful purpose. Of interest because of its attempt at a com-
parative examination of Mexican Americans, Philippine Americans,
and Puerto Ricans, Burma in a new preface admits that his work is
of wider importance now as history rather than sociology.

“Today,” he writes, ... this volume has perhaps its greatest value
as a history, a broad record of the life and times of a social group as
it existed shortly before the beginning of a period of some of the
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greatest social change this country has yet known” [p. i]. Yet as
history, it tells us more about the early 1950s views of social scien-
tists like Burma than it does of the Spanish-speaking. In his discus-
sion of Mexican Americans, for example, Burma emphasizes that the
lack of mobility among this group is due to the Mexican’s own non-
modernized culture, plus the unwillingness of Anglo-American society
to recognize the benefits of a culturally pluralistic community. While
Burma admits that the Mexican has functioned as a source of cheap
labor in the United States, and that Southwestern employers have
profited from such a labor supply, he believes that the Mexican must
assume much of the responsibility for his exploitative condition.
“There is small stimulus to try to advance,” Burma writes of the Mexi-
can [p. 59]. Despite these problems, however, Burma believed that
the status of Mexicans in the United States had improved by 1954 and
would continue to do so. Not only had discriminatory barriers been
broken with the aid of liberal supporters and the federal government,
but World War II had brought economic improvements by intro-
ducing Mexican Americans to industrial jobs. As Burma saw it, class
mobility had started to occur. “. ..the classes brought from Mexico
are disappearing and new ones are taking their places.” He incorrectly
observed, “Now, some young, upper-class Mexican American had
lower-class parents; and that, too, is in the American tradition” [p.
98]. Burma also concluded that as Mexicans became acculturated,
social equality would take place especially for the “lighter skinned
Mexicans. ...” [p. 137].

Yet Burma’s conclusions—as he himself admits—have proven to
be false. Unfortunately, Burma still does not understand that the prob-
lem of Mexicans in the United States cannot be analyzed only from
the point of view of cultural differences, acculturation, and the pos-
sibilities of a pluralistic society. Lacking a historical insight into the
traditional role that Mexicans have played as a readily available re-
serve of cheap labor, Burma fails to see that as long as industries find
it profitable to employ Mexicans at sub-standard wages, there can be
neither assimilation, integration, nor an equalitarian society.

Finally, Francisco J. Lewels, Jr., in his analysis of the Chicano and
the media confronts a problem that transcends racial minority groups
in the United States. Dominated by corporations such as CBS, the
American public has little control over the sources and content of
information in this country. For Chicanos this means not only their
lack of a “voice” in American society, but also their “invisibility.” Rec-
ognizing the political importance of the media, Lewels describes the
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efforts by various organizations such as the National Chicano Media
Council to influence the communications industry. Although some
success has been achieved in changing the media’s stereotypic view
of Mexicans—such as the “Frito Bandido”—Lewels observes that Chi-
canos have only made a minor impact. At the same time, however,
Chicanos receive the ideological and cultural influences of the media.
As a means of social control, the media’s illusions of a democratic and
pluralistic American society represent a major obstacle to the or-
ganization of Chicano communities against the reality of poverty,
menial jobs, low wages, cultural disintegration, and racial prejudice.
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Brunhouse follows his previous book on early Maya archaeologists
with the present one which deals with a group which overlapped the
19th and 20th centuries. It is a curious group and it is a curious book.
Seven men are treated in eight chapters. The initial chapters are
more anecdotally oriented with fairly small attention to intellectual
history. These early chapters deal with Teobert Malery and Alfred
Maudslay, who properly belong to the 19th century era of “Great Ex-
plorers.” Both men laid the substantive bases for modern Maya archae-
ology with their superb photographs and drawings. Morley is in-
cluded here in a chapter, which is somewhat redundant because he
has already been treated by Brunhouse in a full volume biography.
Nothing new is added and a couple of errors of fact are perpetuated
about the history of the development of the program of Maya research
of the Carnegie Institution. Frederick Mitchell-Hedges appears as an
egomaniacal adventurer, which is what Brunhouse finally concludes
he was. One wonders, however, why he was included at all, and why
some really significant contemporary figures such as Tozzer, Merwin,
Kidder, and Gann were omitted. SHll, Mitchell-Hedges is entertain-
ingly described. The book changes tone at this point and becomes
much more satisfying. Spinden is given a very perceptive review and
a long separate section deals with his ideas and their relationships
to the general intellectual currents of the time. That most peculiar



