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tage, Brazilian cities could not support the millions of horses and
mules to pull carts, buggies, drays, and cabs which were present in
their U.S. counterparts prior to 1910. Brazilian cities became truly
urban only after the appearance of the combustion engine depend-
ing upon the “clean” automobile which did not litter their “streets
with dung nor slicken them with urine” (p. 234). By 1970, Brazilian
cities had overcome this dubious lag and were also jammed with mil-
lions of motor vehicles.

Brazilian cities (except for perhaps Sio Paulo) did not receive
the European immigrants or the middle class rural migrants which
flooded cities in the U.S.A. prior to 1920. These were the people who
built the systems of communications, transportation, sanitation, and
industry of so many North American cities. After about 1940, how-
ever, the cities of both countries began to receive a new element in
their present population. These people are poor; they inhabit the
“Inner city” of Detroit and the favelas of Sdo Paulo, to cite only two
examples. They are also analogous in their origins. In the U.S.A. they
came from the farms of the South (and even from the West Indies)
where remnants of the plantation system persist. Thus, again, Bra-
zilian cities seemed to have “skipped a stage” in their development
and this difference is reflected in the “relatively” greater urban crisis
of modern Brazil. In my opinion, these two papers taken together
are important contributions to comparative sociology. In fact, this
whole volume should be read by anyone interested in the sociology
of development.

University of Florida CHARLES WAGLEY

La abolicion de la esclavitud en América Latina. By HEBe CLEMENTI
Buenos Aires, 1975. Editorial La Pléyade. Tables. Bibliography.
Pp. 217. Paper.

This impressive book, not a large one, is essentially a comparative
study of abolition movements in Latin American countries, and their
relation to independence movements and emergent nationalism. After
introductory chapters on black slavery and the slave trade in the
Spanish and Portuguese empires, and suppression of the traffic under
British influence during the independence period, the author devotes
brief chapters to emancipation movements and measures in Gran
Colombia, Uruguay, Paraguay, Chile, Peru, Mexico, Central America,
and Puerto Rico, but with more extended treatments of Argentina,
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Brazil, and Cuba. There is also a revealing outline history of racial
attitudes among Latin American political leaders.

Professor Clementi, associated with the universities of Rosario and
Buenos Aires, does not attempt a rounded treatment of the abolitionist
experience in each country but rather an interpretation of the more
salient facts or profiles. However, in some cases this is done unevenly.
The chapter on Brazil, for example, considers the post-abolition prob-
lem of the Negro in national society up to the present, but in an
equally important chapter on Cuba this phase is given much less
attention; and in a chapter on Mexico’s abolitionist experience the
focus is on the plight of the landless peons up to the present time,
and this on the grounds that exploitation, or liberation of the rural
peasantry, black, brown, or white, merges in with the history of servile
institutions. (Here one might note that some of the post-abolitionist
problems raised by Clementi’s study have recently been considered
by several researchers in Robert B. Toplin, ed., Slavery and Race
Relations in Latin America, Westport, Conn., Greenwood Press, 1974.)

From her analysis Clementi draws nine general conclusions about
the nature of slavery, abolition, the socioeconomic structure, and the
persistence of servile labor that would apply to nearly all of Latin
America. Perhaps some of these conclusions would be controversial,
for example, that in no Latin American country did slavery constitute
a highly productive economic system, except in Brazil; that in no
country, except Brazil, did slavery represent more than ten percent
of the population (on both these points one would probably want
to consider certain regions or sectors within a country); that in the
history of abolitionism in Latin America one does not find a real and
persistent concern for improving the social condition of the freed-
men; and that one finds a pattern of impenitent racism in socio-
economic structures that survived abolitionist measures in every case
(the latter two points suggest that the book might have given some
attention to the ideological foundations and expectations of nine-
teenth-century liberalism).

Throughout her concise treatment the author cites fundamental
documents on Latin American slavery and abolition, as well as basic
studies by David B. Davis, Philip Curtin, Eric Williams, John Lom-
bardi, Herbert Klein, Leslie Bethel, Franklin Knight, Rolando Mellafe,
and others, and suggests where the reader might find more detailed
treatment of certain topics. Appended is a bibliographical listing
of most of the relevant works on slavery in Latin American countries,
except Haiti and Puerto Rico; and usually at the end of each chapter
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one finds selections from relevant documents, such as the Spanish
slave code of 1789, or the Anglo-Argentine treaty of 1839 for the
suppression of the slave trade.

In this objective, scholarly account the facts speak for themselves.
However, in the final chapter a Third World interpretation is placed
on Latin America’s heritage of servile labor, racial sensitivities, and
neo-colonial institutions. According to the author, slavery, like the
colonial system itself, was based on a hierarchy of social classes and
property control in which the color line—or “racism”—served like
the keystone in the arch; that this system in various forms survived
abolition; and that if Latin American revolutionary movements are
to succeed in establishing an egalitarian social order they must under-
take structural reforms. The socialist revolution in Cuba is seen as
the only integral effort thus far to abolish distinctions of race and
class; and in this same perspective Peronismo is regarded as essen-
tially an egalitarian movement. There is agreement with Sarmiento’s
observation that the violent political history of Latin America since
independence can generally be summed up as “un alzamiento de razas
conquistadas” (p. 203). Professor Clementi expresses the hope that
her comparative study of abolition movements will contribute to an
understanding of Latin America’s revolutionary background. That
it does.

Milford, Iowa ArtHUR F. CoRWIN

The New Corporatism: Social-Political Structures in the Iberian
World. Edited by Freprick B. Pike and TroMas StritcH. Notre
Dame, Indiana, 1974. University of Notre Dame Press. Index.
Pp. xxii, 218. Cloth.

This book is a refreshing reminder—at a moment when the patch-
ing of few unrelated articles seems to be the fashion—of how useful
serious scholastic collaboration can be. The introduction and the six
essays which form it, constitute a coordinated exploration of a con-
temporary Latin American political phenomenon of exceptional sig-
nificance. Always searching for a “different” political formula, a “third
way” distinct from socialism and capitalism, the Latin nations have
rediscovered a “model” buried in their own historical tradition: the
corporatist state. “Wherever one looks in the Iberic-Latin world,” af-
firms one of the authors (Howard J. Wiarda, p. 3), “corporatist or neo-
corporatist forms of authority and sociopolitical organizations appear
to have staged a resurgence.”



