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Rios, Corrientes, and Misiones. Finally
Urquiza is accused of betraying his
leader and helping Brazil redress
Ttuzaingé at Caseros, giving the Brazil-
ian Empire long-sought territorial and
political advantages at the expense of
Argentina.

The reader who recognizes this as a
deeply partisan book will find it inter-
esting reading, earefully and selective-
ly documented to prove a case. An
eighty page appendix presents an addi-
tional colleetion of documents useful to
any study of this period.

WirLiaM H. JEFFREY

University of Maine
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Formagdo histérica do Acre. 3 vols.
By LeANDRO ToCANTINS. Rio de
Janpeiro, 1961. Conquista. Temas

Brasileiros Series. No. 5. Illustra-
tions. Pp. 804. Paper. 1800 cruzeiros.

In 1962 Acre became the twenty-
second Brazilian state. Sixty years ago
Acre was not even a part of Brazil.
The road to statehood was short but
tortuous. This admirable history of Dr.
Tocantins tells the story of how and
why Acre became Brazilian, It is a
dramatic history which chronicles the
last of the bandeirantes, those adven-
turous rubber gatherers who carried
Brazilian territorial claims into the
hinterlands of the Amazon. As the
author stated, ¢‘‘Without rubber, Acre
would not be Brazilian.’’

Did ‘“manifest destiny’’ d brasileira
play a role in the absorption of Acre
into Brazil? Professor Tocantins wrote,
‘¢ Acre did not belong to us and we
conquered it unconsciously as a part of
the fate of our historical destiny and
of the physical and social geography of
Bolivia.’? TFate? Historieal destiny?
The phraseology must sound familiar
to American historians. There seem to
be in the history of Acre arresting
gimilarities with the history of Texas.
History was not repeating itself, but
the parallels provide hours of con-
templation for students of comparative
history.

HAHR AUGUST

Professor Tocantins devotes most of
his study to the eventful ycars 1899-
1903, when, under the careful handling
of Assis Brasil, Eduardo Lishba, and
Rio-Branco, Acre changed hands from
Bolivia to Brazil. The skill of those
three Brazilian diplomats was extraor-
dinary and remains a bhighlight in
Brazilian diplomatic history. Because
of investments of Ameriecan business-
men in the Bolivian Syndicate, the
State Department fixed its attention on
the events in the South Ameriean hearg-
Jand. Rio-Branco turned a potential
Brazilian-United States discord into @
victory for improved relations between
the two mnations, the beginning of his
policy of approximation with ke
United States.

Professor Tocantins has written very
clearly and dominated the innumerable
details which fill the three volumes.
The Brazilian point of view is well
presented but not to the detriment ¢f
Bolivian, Peruvian, or American posi-
tions, which are treated with a refresh-
ing impartiality. The author consultéd
a wide variety of Brazilian and foreign
printed sources and archives. In shor,
this study exemplifies in Brazilian hig:
toriography the best qualities of carg-
ful writing based on thorough research.

E. Braprorp BURNS

State University of New York

at Buffalo

Santos-Dumont. A Study in Obsessiof.
By PETErR WyYkKEHAM. London, 1962.
Putnam and Company, Ltd. Ilus-
trations. Appendix. Bibliography.
Index. Pp. 278.

While most Latin Americans and al-
most any Brazilian will emphatically
declare that Alberto Santos-Dumont
rather than the Wright Brothers was
first to fly, RAF officer Wykeham’s
book is the first description of this
aeronautical pioneer’s work to appear
in an English-language book since the
1904 tramnslation of a brief autobiog-
raphy. The book fails to fill entirely
this great gap, but fortunately Brazil-
ian volumes contain factual informa-
tion that nicely complement its main
themes.



BOOK NOTICES

Santos-Dumont is studied as a per-
sonality as well as an aviator. The
author acknowledges advice from sev-
eral authorities on his subject’s mental
make-up, a condition aptly capsulized
in the sub-title of the book. Santos-
Dumont’s suicide, which actually
stopped fighting briefly in the 1932
uprising against Vargas, was caused by
his emotional distress over the warfare
uses of ‘‘his invention,’’ as well as by
an increasingly severe medical state,
diagnosed by the author and his medi-
cal authorities as sclerosis. The book
is original in its analyses along these
significant lines.

This book is also important in its
attempt to fit Santos-Dumeont into his
just niche as an aeronautical pioneer.
It attempts to strike a balance between
the exalted image, with unfavorable
shadows ignored, put forth in Brazil,
and the unfortunate lack of recognition
in this eountry for a man who indis-
putably did more than the Wrights to
inspire by example the development of
aviation. Santos-Dumont achieved con-
siderable sucecess with controlled light-
er-than-air designs before his first true
aeroplane flight, in France, late in
1906.

A helpful appendix lists and de-
seribes the aerial vehicles designed by
Alberto Santos-Dumont. For photo-
graphic and contemporary journalistic
coverage of Santos-Dumont’s achieve-
ments, the Brazilian works on the avia-
tor are better, These are referred to
occasionally in sporadic footnotes that
enlighten very slightly. Overall, how-
ever, this book is valuable indeed in
meeting a great need for a study of
an eccentric Brazilian who remains one
of the great heroes of his country.

Gary KUHRN

University of Minnesota

Bragil. By EvLizABETH Biszor and
Tre EbpiTors oF LIFE, New York,
1962. Time Incorporated. Life World
Library. Maps. Illustrations. Ap-
pendix, Index. Pp. 160.

The present work on Brazil is an-
other volume in a current series pub-
lished by Life. The purpose of the
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series is to acquaint the reader and
viewer with the nature of and the
principal developments of various coun-
tries. There is no effort to be scholar-
ly, but the editors have been careful to
select competent writers and assistants.
The ability of Miss Bishop to express
herself clearly and succinctly and her
knowledge of econtemporary Brazil con-
tributes much toward making this vol-
ume a successful one.

The selection of the pictures is like-
wise good, and within the purpose of
the book they are most effective. Many
pictures tell vivid and significant
stories in themselves; no written ex-
planation is necessary.

It is surprising how much varied in-
formation 1is inecluded in this brief
story of Brazil and its people. There
is one area, however, which is somewhat
neglected. Political leaders of the past
should have at least been listed in the
Appendix; it would have been better
to have referred in the text to such
men as Rio-Branco, Barbosa, Joaguim
Nabueo, and others. They may have
contributed more to Brazil than the
Benjamin Constants or the Deodoro da
Fonsecas.

There is an Appendix that contains
important dates in Brazilian history, a
suggested reading list, and important
figures in art, architecture, musie, and
literature.

‘Within the overall objectives of the
series, Life has produced an interesting
story about Brazil, especially contem-
porary Brazil.

LeoN F. SENSABAUGH

Washington and Lee University
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Rise of the Spanish American Re-
publics As Told in the Lives of Their
Liberators. By WILLIAM SPENCE ROB-
ERTSON. New York, 1961. Collier
Books. Bibliography. Index. Pp. 348.
Paper. $.95. It is good to have this
classic of Latin American History in
a most presentable paperback.

Geopolitica del hambre. Ensayo sobre
los problemas alimentarios y demo-
graficos del mundo, By Josuk pE Cas-



