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ley Dixon, 1812-1815; Commodore Wil-

liam ‘Bowles, 1816-1819; and Commo-

dore Sir Thomas Hardy, 1819-1823.

o DonaLDp E. WORCESTER
University of Florida

La novela indianista en Hispanoaméri-
ca. (1832-1889). By CoNCcHA MELEN-
pEz. Rio Piedras, 1961. Universidad
de Puerto Rico. Notes. Bibliography.
Pp. 202. Paper.

This is a reprinting (not really a
second edition) of a doctoral disserta-
tion (University of Mexico) first pub-
lished in 1934, It was then and still is
a valuable study which goes further
and deeper than its title implies, deal-
ing at length with indianista elements
jn literature of the conquest and colo-
nial period and with foreign influence
.(Montaigne, Voltaire, Rousseau, Mar-
montel, Saint-Pierre, Chateaubriand,
Fenimore Cooper, Humboldt, Scott) on
Jater works. Novels of the romantie
period are classified as historieal,
poetic, and of social protest. The peri-
od of the study expires, of course,
before the appearance of the indianista
novel of lasting significance. Dr.
Meléndez herself accurately epitomizes
Jher. -study in. the . preface to this
“‘gecond edition.’”” She says, ‘‘Creo
haber completado el estudio de wun
.aspecto de nuestra novela romintica de
‘escaso valor artistico, pero de mucho
interés para los que estudiamos las pri-
ameras creaciones de las literaturas de
nuestros pafses.’’

The reprinting of the study is justi-
fied and welcome, not only as a deserved
tribute to its distinguished author, but
also. because it 1is truly - a eclassic
:among early eritical studies of Spanish
.American - fietion.

= Frank M. DUFFEY
'-j'.University of North Carolina

“Los Chortis de Guatemala. By CHARLES
WispoM. Translated by Joaquin
NGvAL. Guatemala, 1961. Editorial
‘del Ministerio de Educacién Piblica.
“Jos¢ de Pineda Ibarra.’’ Semi-
‘nario -de' Integracién Social ‘Guate-
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malteca. No. 10. Illustrations, Bibli-
ography. Index. Pp. 541. Paper

This book is a good Spanish transla-
tion of the 1939 work of Charles
Wisdom and is perhaps one of the
best ethnological studies of any Guate-
malan area.

The rather thorough analysis of the
culture pattern of the Chorti group of
the Quiché stock who live in Eastern
Guatamala, near the Honduran border,
is based on three visits of the author
to the territory of Tunued, Jocotén,
and Olopa. in the early 1930’s.

After a somewhat ¢‘traditional’’ de-
seription of the phonological structure
of Chorti, the author takes us into the
basie aspects of community existence,
including the life eycle, the subsistence,
pattern, dress, agriculture, social or-
ganization, religion, and supernatural
beliefs. In the details of the account
of the life of these people one realizes
that although there are many indigenas
in Guatemala, a person may become a
ladino by speaking Spanish or by
changing costumes and that in many of
the ‘‘message systems’’ of the culture,
especially religion, one perceives the
strong Spanish influence of yore. To
such an extent is this so that what is
purported to be a study of Indians
turns out to be a view of an under-
developed Hispanic area, where many
people are bilingual and a few speak
only Chorti.

LiNcoLN CANFIELD

University of Rochester

El panamericanismo. By Jost JoaQuin
CalcEpo CastiLro. Buenos Aires,
1961. Roque Depalma Editor. Bib-
liography. Pp. 484.

This is, for the most part, a formal,
objective, and legalistic survey of the
development and functioning of the
inter-American security system. With-
in its self-imposed limits it is probably

‘the best study of its kind which has

been published in Latin- America. The
author is 'd professor of -internatiorial
law in the National University of Co-
lombia, has served his country in :diplo-



