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La primera guerra sucia (Bdiciones Iguazf, 1961,)—unlikely ever
to be available to the American public who would not buy it anyway.

Beginning with the 1954 Caracas Resolution and through San
José and two Punta del Este conferences, the OAS has been steadily
reconverted into an office of U.S. colonial administration. Mr. Dreier,
in the name of the Cold War Communist menace, proposes to com-
plete this ruinous proeess of ‘‘collaboration.’”” President Kennedy
and lower echelons have warned that unless the southern countries
accept our policies, we shall go ahead unilaterally in violation of
international agreement.

Remarks Mr. Dreier, ‘“If it [the United States] ever has to fall
back on unilateral action, taken without the consent or the will of
Latin American peoples, it may gain momentary security at the price
of lasting security.’”” Amen, and amen again! But except for free-
dom catchwords and forced acceptance of fait accompli, what else,
pray tell, is our policy?

Deep River, Connecticut CARLETON BEALS

Latin America. The Eleventh Hour. By Gary MaceoiN. New York,
1962. P. J. Kenedy and Sons. Index. Pp. 224. $4.50.

The author of this volume, a Roman Catholic journalist, presefts
the Roman Catholic view of current developments and conditions in
Latin America, along with occasional illusions to historical back-
ground. It consists of a brief foreword, nine chapters, a rather pessi-
mistic five-page conclusion, and an appendix which includes ‘‘some
statistics’’ on each of the twenty independent nations composing the
region. These are the chapter headings: Latin America in Erup-
tion; The Have-Nots; New Wine in Old Bottles; Successful Social
Revolution—Mexico; Abortive Social Revolution—Bolivia; Perverfed
Social Revolution—Cuba; Foreign Capital Primes the Pump; Re-
ligion’s Prime Role; Leadership from Within.

The first two chapters, based mainly on personal observatios,
deal with oppression, poverty, frustration, discontent, and insgr-
gency; the third, with attempts at reform and the broad aspects:of
social change. The chapter on Mexico’s social revolution attempts
to set forth its merits and shortcomings as the author sees them. His
discussion of Bolivia’s revolution, as the chapter’s title suggests, is
diffused with doubt in respect to its achievements and its future.
His survey of the revolution in Cuba reveals that Roman Catholics,
like many others, misjudged Fidel Castro—and the author, like many
others, tries to exculpate the false prophets by blaming public offi-
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cials, newsmen, and businessmen in the United States for the un-
expected and alarming trend of events. His appraisal of the role of
foreign capital appears to place somewhat more emphasis on ‘‘Ex-
ploitation’’ than on benefits, though admitting that it has been less
malevolent than the domestic variety.

Chapters eight and nine, both concerned with the place and in-
fluence and mission of the Roman Catholic Church in Latin America,
seem to indicate the main objective of the book. The author does
not try to conceal the fact that many of the Roman Catholic clergy
have allied themselves with oligarchic reaction in the past, but he
expresses his firm belief that they are now the champions of the mid-
dle and lower groups, and he contends that neither private capital
investments, nor technical aid, nor ‘‘government-to-government’’
loans and grants from foreign countries can shield Latin America
from Communism without the accompaniment of moral reform.
Neither does he anticipate that these countries, by and large, will
develop into free-enterprise democracies. He rather expects that
most of them will at best become socialist or welfare states ruled by
governments more dictatorial than democratic.

His conclusion reveals that his enthusiasm for foreign aid is
limited mainly to the Peace Corps. He recommends tremendous
emphasis on the part of religious and benevolent and mnon-profit
organizations, including colleges and universities, on person-to-person
programs. His statistical appendices indicate that membership in
the Roman Catholic Church is increasing rapidly, along with the
general population of the region and the growth of urban centers.

Durham, North Carolina J. Frep Rippy
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Columbus in the New World. By BrabpLey SmitH. New York, 1962.
Doubleday. Illustrations. Pp. 192. $15.00.

The Amazon. By Emin ScruLTHESS. Edited by EMmmm Egrr. New
York, 1962. Simon and Schuster. Illustrations [no pagination].
$15.00.

These two books are excellent, unique and expensive. Unquestion-
ably the cost of producing this kind of work is high. The heart and
blood of these books are the exquisite—if not excellent—pictures.
The Columbus book has a running narrative; the Amazon work has
a more restricted prose.



