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Examining Ethnicity: Patterns of Minority Identification 
Among Children of Interethnic Marriages in China

Andrew Francis-Tan and Zheng Mu

ABSTRACT Ethnic iden tity is a highly contested issue in China. Yet, the lit er a ture on the 
social con struc tion of ethnoracial iden tity is dom i nated by research on the Americas. 
In this study, we inves ti gate pat terns of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion among chil dren of inter
eth nic par ents in China using cen sus data from 2000 and sur vey data from 2010–2018. 
We focus on chil dren who are aged 20 or youn ger and have one par ent iden ti fied as an 
eth nic minor ity and one par ent iden ti fied as an eth nic Han. We find that the stron gest 
pre dic tor of a child’s minor ity iden ti fi ca tion is the father’s eth nic ity. Minority iden ti fi
ca tion is also asso ci ated with gen der, birth year, mother’s edu ca tion, house hold income, 
migra tion sta tus, par ent’s per cep tion of the child’s dil i gence, the geo graphic con cen
tra tion of minor i ties, and eli gi bil ity for eth nic itybased bonus points on the col lege 
entrance exam i na tion. Taken together, the results sug gest that chil dren’s ethnoracial 
iden tity is shaped by fam ily demo graphic char ac ter is tics as well as by edu ca tion pol icy.

KEYWORDS Ethnic minor i ties • Ethnoracial iden ti fi ca tion • Education pol icy •  
Interethnic fam i lies • China

Introduction

The ten sion between maintaining a dis tinct eth nic iden tity and a uni fied national iden
tity under lies the his tory of Chi nese eth nic minor i ties. After the People’s Republic of 
China was established in 1949, the state announced plans to improve the eco nomic 
wel fare of eth nic minor i ties and inte grate them into soci ety. However, dur ing the Cul
tural Revolution, from 1966 to 1977, eth nic dif fer ences were con sid ered anti thet i cal 
to national unity, and minor i ties were forced to assim i late. By the early 1980s, the 
state began to pro mote cul tural diver sity and develop pro grams and pol i cies to reduce 
inequalities between major ity and minor ity pop u la tions. Today, anx i ety about diver
sity is ris ing again, as exem pli fied by the strug gle over eth nic iden tity in Xinjiang.1

1 Millions of Uyghurs and other Mus lim eth nic minor i ties live in the prov ince of Xinjiang in north west ern 
China. In 2017, the Chi nese gov ern ment implemented a mul ti fac eted pro gram intended to deradicalize and 
assim i late the eth nic pop u la tion of Xinjiang. The gov ern ment argued the pro gram was nec es sary to cur tail 
ter ror ist attacks occur ring through out the region, while the inter na tional com mu nity expressed con cern 
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Thus, eth nic iden tity has endured as a highly contested issue through out the 
recent his tory of China. Yet, there is sur pris ingly lit tle quan ti ta tive research about 
the  con struc tion of ethnoracial iden tity. In this arti cle, we quan ti ta tively inves ti
gate pat terns of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion among chil dren of inter eth nic par ents in China 
using cen sus data from 2000 and sur vey data from 2010–2018. Our study makes 
three con tri bu tions to the lit er a ture. First, it pro vi des evi dence on the con struc tion 
of ethnoracial iden ti fi ca tion in Asia, going beyond the lit er a ture’s usual focus on the 
Americas. Second, it offers a win dow into how pub lic pol icy influ ences eth nic ity in 
an extraor di nary pop u la tion that must choose between minor ity and major ity eth nic 
affil i a tion to deter mine the allo ca tion of edu ca tion ben e fits. Third, the study advances 
research on affir ma tive action in China. To our knowl edge, this is the first study to 
orga nize and ana lyze detailed infor ma tion on eth nic itybased bonus points on the 
col lege entrance exam i na tion.

We lever age two data sources. First, we use cen sus data, focus ing on chil dren who 
were aged 20 or youn ger in 2000 and had one par ent iden ti fied as an eth nic minor ity 
and one par ent iden ti fied as an eth nic Han, since only those with par ents of dif fer ent 
ethnicities have a choice regard ing their statereg is tered eth nic ity. Second, we use sur
vey data from the China Family Panel Studies, focus ing on chil dren who were aged 
20 or youn ger in 2010, had one par ent iden ti fied as an eth nic minor ity and one par ent 
iden ti fied as an eth nic Han, and appeared in any sur vey wave between 2010 and 2018. 
Our depen dent var i able is an indi ca tor for whether a child is iden ti fied as a minor
ity, which is con sis tent with the monoethnic clas si fi ca tion sys tem in China. Logistic 
regres sions are employed to esti mate the pre dic tors of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion.

In sum mary, we find that the stron gest pre dic tor of a child’s minor ity iden ti fi ca tion 
is the father’s eth nic ity. Minority iden ti fi ca tion is also asso ci ated with gen der, birth 
year, mother’s edu ca tion, house hold income, migra tion sta tus, par ent’s per cep tion of 
child’s dil i gence, and the geo graphic con cen tra tion of minor i ties. Notably, eli gi bil ity 
for bonus points in col lege admis sions is pos i tively asso ci ated with being iden ti fied 
as a minor ity. Taken together, the results sug gest that chil dren’s ethnoracial iden tity is 
shaped by fam ily demo graphic char ac ter is tics as well as by edu ca tion pol icy, which 
treats major ity and minor ity eth nic groups dif fer ently in some cir cum stances. Eligi
bility for bonus points on the col lege entrance exam i na tion increases the incen tive 
to iden tify as a minor ity because intense com pe ti tion for col lege admis sion makes 
bonus points extremely valu able.

Background and Previous Literature

The Social Construction of Ethnoracial Identity

Traditional con cep tions of race and eth nic ity as static and inher ent have been chal
lenged by social con struc tion ist the o ries that illu mi nate their fluid and dynamic 
nature (e.g., Barth 1969; Loveman 2014; Marx 1998; Nagel 1994; Wimmer 2008). 

about the size, secrecy, and scope of the pro gram. Much is unknown about the pro gram, but it partly 
involves the reshaping of Uyghur eth nic iden tity.
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1433Ethnic Identification in China

Constructionist the o ries are concerned with the deter mi nants of ethnoracial bound
aries defin ing who belongs to an ethnoracial group and who is excluded.

Two research areas are highly rel e vant to the pres ent study. One has inves ti gated 
pat terns of iden ti fi ca tion among chil dren with par ents from dif fer ent ethnoracial 
groups. Although most of these stud ies have focused on the United States (e.g., Bratter 
2007; Bratter and Heard 2009; Brunsma 2005; Davenport 2016; Khanna 2004; Lichter 
and Qian 2018; Liebler 2010; Qian 2004; Roth 2005; Xie and Goyette 1997), some 
have exam ined other con texts, such as New Zealand (e.g., Kukutai 2007) and Brazil 
(e.g., Marteleto 2012; Schwartzman 2007). Such stud ies have regressed ethnoracial 
iden ti fi ca tion on indi vid ual, house hold, and com mu nity fac tors. Although most stud ies 
have relied on par ents’ clas si fi ca tion, a few stud ies have used selfiden ti fi ca tion (e.g., 
Bratter and Heard 2009; Davenport 2016; Khanna 2004). These types of clas si fi ca tion 
rep re sent dis tinct aspects of race that may be influ enced by dif fer ent social pro cesses.

Three fac tors emerged as sig nifi  cant pre dic tors of iden ti fi ca tion across stud ies: 
the ethnoracial com po si tion of the local pop u la tion, par ents’ socio eco nomic sta tus 
(often proxied by edu ca tion), and father’s ethnoracial group. Specifically, the like li
hood of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion increases as the local pop u la tion share of the minor
ity group increases (Bratter 2007; Brunsma 2005; Davenport 2016; Liebler 2010; 
Qian 2004; Roth 2005; Xie and Goyette 1997). The higher the parents’ education, the 
lower the like li hood of (monoracial) minor ity iden ti fi ca tion (Bratter 2007; Brunsma 
2005; Davenport 2016; Lichter and Qian 2018; Roth 2005; Schwartzman 2007); an 
excep tion is Marteleto (2012), who found that Preto (Black or darkskinned) iden ti fi
ca tion rises with paren tal edu ca tion in Brazil. Also, hav ing a minor ity father tends to 
increase the like li hood of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion (Bratter and Heard 2009; Brunsma 
2005; Qian 2004; Xie and Goyette 1997). Notably, Bratter and Heard (2009) con
firmed this pat tern for Amer i cans with Black and White par ents but not for Amer i cans 
with Asian and White par ents.

Another highly rel e vant area of research has inves ti gated the impact of pub lic pol
icy on iden ti fi ca tion. Scholars have long rec og nized the state’s role in racemak ing 
(see Loveman 2014; Marx 1998). Quantitative stud ies have dem on strated how spe
cific pol i cies influ ence ethnoracial iden ti fi ca tion (Antman and Duncan 2015; Bratter 
and O’Connell 2017; Francis and TannuriPianto 2013; FrancisTan and Tannuri 
Pianto 2015). In the U.S. con text, Antman and Duncan (2015) found that mul ti ra cial 
per sons who stood to ben e fit from iden ti fy ing as minor i ties became less likely to do 
so fol low ing state bans on affir ma tive action in col lege admis sions and gov ern ment 
hir ing, while Bratter and O’Connell (2017) found that chil dren of Black–White inter
mar riages were less likely to be clas si fied as mul ti ra cial in states with his tor i cal bans 
on inter ra cial mar riage. In Brazil, Francis and TannuriPianto (2013) and FrancisTan 
and TannuriPianto (2015) found that the implementation of quo tas for Blacks at a 
pres ti gious uni ver sity inspired shifts from nonBlack to Black iden tity and from ligh
ter to darker racial categories.

However, the lit er a ture is almost entirely focused on the Americas. Quantitative 
research on ethnoracial iden ti fi ca tion in Asia is rare. Studies on Chi nese eth nic minor
i ties have typ i cally focused on their dis tinct fam ily pat terns (e.g., Mu and Lai 2016) 
or their socio eco nomic disparities rel a tive to the Han major ity (e.g., Hannum and Xie 
1998). Several fea tures of the Chi nese con text make the quan ti ta tive study of eth nic 
iden ti fi ca tion both inter est ing and impor tant.
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Ethnic Minorities in China

China is a mul ti eth nic coun try with 56 offi cially rec og nized eth nic groups (see Table 
A1 in the online appen dix for a list of these groups and their pop u la tion sizes). 
Although eth nic Han make up the vast major ity of the pop u la tion, the per cent age 
of eth nic minor i ties has been ris ing. In 1982, the year in which the sys tem of eth nic 
clas si fi ca tion was final ized, the per cent age of Chi nese iden ti fy ing as minor i ties was 
6.7%. Ethnic minor i ties represented 8.0% of the pop u la tion in 1990, com pared with 
8.8% in 2000 and 8.4% in 2010. Ethnic groups dis play sig nifi  cant het ero ge ne ity in 
reli gion, lan guage, and cul tural prac tices (Zang 2015). While some minor ity groups 
are quite dis tinc tive from the Han major ity, oth ers are almost indis tin guish able.

The ten sion between maintaining a dis tinct eth nic iden tity and a uni fied national 
iden tity under lies the his tory of Chi nese eth nic minor i ties (Gladney 1994). After the 
founding of the People’s Republic of China, the state took action to rec og nize eth nic 
minor i ties, raise their eco nomic sta tus, and inte grate them into soci ety (Zhou 2009). 
In the early 1950s, the state com mis sioned party cad res and research ers to iden tify 
eth nic groups to be clas si fied on the basis of reli gion, lan guage, and cul ture (Gladney 
2004), but only 10% of the groups that applied for rec og ni tion were listed in the 1953 
cen sus.

In 1966, Mao Zedong launched the Cultural Revolution, a bru tal cam paign to 
con sol i date power and impose uni for mity through out China (Meisner 1999), sig
nifi  cantly affect ing many groups, includ ing eth nic minor i ties. Ethnic diver sity was 
con sid ered anti thet i cal to the notion of a uni fied Chi nese peo ple (Heberer 1989). Fac
ing the pres sure of the state’s antitra di tion cam paign, many eth nic minor i ties were 
forced to assim i late. This period, 1966–1977, was disas trous for eth nic com mu ni ties 
because they had to reject their tra di tions and iden ti ties (Dillon 1994).

However, by the early 1980s, the sit u a tion improved dra mat i cally when offi cial 
pol icy became favor able toward eth nic minor i ties (Hannum and Xie 1998; Wu and 
Song 2014). The state began to pro mote cul tural diver sity and devel oped pro grams to 
reduce inequalities between the major ity and minor ity pop u la tions. Thus, when the 
eth nic clas si fi ca tion sys tem was revised in 1982, many peo ple wanted to offi cially 
reg is ter their minor ity iden tity, moti vated by a desire to embrace their eth nic her i tage, 
make use of eth nic pol i cies, or both (Scharping 2003).

Ethnicity is reported on a per son’s iden tity card and house hold reg is tra tion, or 
hukou.2 Historically, minor ity iden ti fi ca tion was rec og nized for those who could pro
vide evi dence of their eth nic her i tage. In some cases, this sim ply entailed prov ing 
one’s vil lage of birth, given that cer tain vil lages were asso ci ated with cer tain eth nic 
groups. The infor mal ity of the sys tem made it easy to obtain minor ity sta tus, but it 
also allowed some fraud u lent claims (Scharping 2003). By the 1990s, a per son could 
claim minor ity sta tus only if one or both par ents were reg is tered as minor i ties. There
fore, only those with par ents of dif fer ent ethnicities can choose their eth nic ity. Only 
monoethnic clas si fi ca tion is per mit ted offi cially; the notion of mul ti eth nic iden tity is 
not well established (Lu 2022).

2 In China, every per son is reg is tered as an agri cul tural or non ag ri cul tural res i dent of a par tic u lar area. 
Social pro gram ben e fits depend on res i dency sta tus.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://read.dukeupress.edu/dem

ography/article-pdf/59/4/1431/1624577/1431francistan.pdf by guest on 23 April 2024



1435Ethnic Identification in China

Ethnic minor i ties have benefited from pub lic pol i cies regard ing polit i cal rep
re sen ta tion, fer til ity, employ ment, and edu ca tion (Zang 2015). Perhaps the most 
salient was the onechild pol icy (OCP). Most prov inces allowed minor ity cou ples to 
have more than one child (Greenhalgh 2008). However, the impor tance of the OCP 
declined over time, even before its relax a tion in 2013 and ter mi na tion in 2015, as 
the level of eco nomic devel op ment increased and the demand for chil dren decreased 
(Zhang 2017). In con trast, the impor tance of edu ca tion pol i cies has risen over time 
because the returns to edu ca tion have increased mark edly since the 1980s (Yang and 
Wu 2009; Zhao 2010).

Many edu ca tion ini tia tives have been enacted for eth nic minor i ties. At the pri mary 
and sec ond ary lev els, the gov ern ment sub si dizes the con struc tion and oper a tion of 
schools in minor ity areas and offers some Tibetan and Uyghur stu dents the oppor tu
nity to study in spe cial clas ses in Handom i nated schools (Leibold 2016). At the uni
ver sity level, the gov ern ment sup ports 12 eth nic minor ity uni ver si ties and orga nizes 
pre pa ra tory courses to help minor ity stu dents tran si tion to col lege (Leibold 2016; 
Sautman 1998; Zhu 2010). Nevertheless, the most wide spread pol icy is the allot ment 
of bonus points on the national col lege entrance exam i na tion, or gaokao (Sautman 
1998; Wang 2007). Most prov inces, though not all , award bonus points to minor i ties. 
We detail these pol i cies in the Methods sec tion.

The Social Construction of Ethnic Identity in China

Qualitative stud ies have long documented the endog e nous bound aries between eth
nic groups in China (e.g., Gladney 1994; Harrell 2001; JoniakLüthi 2016; Mul
laney 2011; Stroup 2017; Wang 2010; Yuan et al. 2014; Zhu 2007). Recent stud ies 
have focused on the role of edu ca tion. For exam ple, Yang (2017, 2020) inves ti gated 
school ing and the for ma tion of eth nic iden tity among Tibetan stu dents. Lu (2022) 
conducted indepth inter views with 20 Hui–Han biethnic col lege stu dents. They were 
asked why their par ents reg is tered them as Hui. Respondents men tioned the com mu
nity’s tra di tion of inheriting their father’s eth nic ity and their grand par ents’ desire to 
trans mit reli gion. But they most fre quently men tioned their par ents’ desire for them 
to receive bonus points in col lege admis sions. Respondents noted that bonus points 
raised their selfaware ness of being Hui and deep ened their eth nic iden tity.

Little quan ti ta tive research inves ti gates the social con struc tion of eth nic ity in 
China. Recent stud ies sug gest that changes in minor ity pop u la tions across cen sus 
years are explained not only by changes in fer til ity but also by changes in eth nic 
iden ti fi ca tion (FrancisTan and Mu 2019; Wu and Ingram 2019). Perhaps the clearest 
evi dence of this phe nom e non is that all  birth cohorts expe ri enced a rise in minor ity 
iden ti fi ca tion across censuses from 1982 to 2000. For exam ple, among those born in 
1965, 6.8%, 7.8%, and 8.3% were iden ti fied as minor i ties in 1982, 1990, and 2000, 
respec tively. FrancisTan and Mu (2019) linked pol icy incen tives to these trends, 
find ing that the OCP inspired an increase in minor ity iden ti fi ca tion dur ing the 1980s 
and 1990s, espe cially among lower sta tus fam i lies.

Research has also explored the pre dic tors of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion (FrancisTan 
and Mu 2019; Wu and He 2018). Using data from 2005, Wu and He (2018) found 
that chil dren of more edu cated, inter eth nic par ents in auton o mous prov inces are 
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more likely to be iden ti fied as minor i ties. Building on this study, FrancisTan and Mu 
(2019) ver i fied the pos i tive asso ci a tion between par ents’ edu ca tion and the child’s 
minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. They also reported that this pat tern has been grow ing over 
time, with esti ma tes being two to three times higher for 2000 than for 1982 and 1990.

Data and Methods

Census

In this study, we use two data sets. The first is the 1% sam ple of the 2000 Chi nese 
Census, made avail  able through IPUMS International (Minnesota Population Center 
2018). The main advan tage of using this data set is its size, which is impor tant in a 
study exam in ing minor ity pop u la tions. We focus spe cifi  cally on chil dren aged 20 or 
youn ger in 2000 who have two par ents in a firsttime mar riage, one iden ti fied as Han 
and the other iden ti fied as a minor ity. By age 20, the vast major ity of chil dren who 
lived with both par ents at age 5 are unmar ried and still liv ing with their par ents. Limit
ing the sam ple to firsttime mar riages min i mizes the pres ence of chil dren from blended 
fam i lies who are not explic itly iden ti fied as stepchildren in the cen sus. The esti ma tion 
sam ple, which is rep re sen ta tive of chil dren liv ing with two bio log i cal par ents of dif fer
ent ethnicities, is com posed of 86,762 chil dren liv ing in 58,264 house holds.

Our depen dent var i able is an indi ca tor for whether a child was iden ti fied as an 
eth nic minor ity. For the cen sus, a par ent is almost always the one who pro vi des infor
ma tion on the house hold mem bers. Information on eth nic ity was obtained using a 
closedended ques tion with 56 offi cially rec og nized eth nic groups as options. This 
var i able is con sis tent with the monoethnic clas si fi ca tion sys tem adopted through out 
China, and it mir rors the prin ci pal ethnoracial dis tinc tion embed ded in reg u la tions 
concerning bonus points in col lege admis sions (i.e., major ity vs. minor ity groups).

We also con struct inde pen dent var i ables from the cen sus data. We con sider socio
demographic var i ables that are typ i cally included in stud ies of China: gen der, age, 
hukou sta tus, and prov ince. Hukou sta tus is cat e go rized as rural (rural hukou and res i
dence), urban (urban hukou and res i dence), and migrant (hukou and res i dence dif fer). 
We also con sider var i ables that are com monly included in research on chil dren from 
mul ti ra cial fam i lies: an indi ca tor for whether the father or mother is iden ti fied as a 
minor ity, the mother’s edu ca tion, and the per cent age of eth nic minor i ties at the pre
fec ture level (the smallest geo graphic unit pro vided in the cen sus data).3 Additionally, 
we con struct an indi ca tor for whether the minor ity par ent’s eth nic group has his tor
i cally been asso ci ated with Islam. Given that hav ing a strong reli gious back ground 
pro vi des a foun da tion for iden tity (Mu 2021; Van Niekerk and Verkuyten 2018), we 
would expect a pos i tive asso ci a tion between Islamic back ground and minor ity sta tus. 
In China, 10 eth nic groups (Hui, Uyghur, Kazakh, Dongxiang, Kyrgyz, Salar, Tajik, 
Uzbek, Bonan, and Tatars) are asso ci ated with Islam. Table 1 dis plays sum mary sta
tis tics for the cen sus var i ables.

3 To min i mize col lin ear ity, we fol low the lit er a ture on Brazil in con trol ling for one par ent’s edu ca tion 
(Marteleto 2012; Schwartzman 2007). Using father’s instead of mother’s edu ca tion yields very sim i lar 
results, which is expected given the high edu ca tional homog amy in China.
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Table 1 Summary sta tis tics: Chi nese Census

Independent Variable N Mean SD Min. Max.

Female 86,762 .47 .50 0 1
Age
 0–3 86,762 .18 .39 0 1
 4–7 86,762 .19 .40 0 1
 8–11 86,762 .23 .42 0 1
 12–14 86,762 .18 .39 0 1
 15–20 86,762 .21 .41 0 1
Father Identified as Ethnic Minority 86,762 .43 .49 0 1
Parent’s Ethnic Group Associated With Islam 86,762 .05 .22 0 1
Mother’s Education
 No school ing 86,762 .09 .29 0 1
 Primary incom plete 86,762 .06 .23 0 1
 Primary com plete 86,762 .36 .48 0 1
 Middle school 86,762 .34 .47 0 1
 High school 86,762 .12 .33 0 1
 Some col lege 86,762 .03 .17 0 1
 College or more 86,762 .01 .10 0 1
Hukou Status
 Rural res i dent 86,762 .71 .45 0 1
 Urban res i dent 86,762 .14 .34 0 1
 Migrant 86,762 .15 .36 0 1
% Ethnic Minorities in Prefecture 86,762 29.27 25.41 0.04 98.32
Eligibility for Bonus Points on the Gaokao 86,762 .56 .50 0 1
Province
 Beijing 86,762 .01 .10 0 1
 Tianjin 86,762 .00 .07 0 1
 Hebei 86,762 .05 .21 0 1
 Shanxi 86,762 .00 .06 0 1
 Inner Mongolia 86,762 .09 .29 0 1
 Liaoning 86,762 .11 .31 0 1
 Jilin 86,762 .04 .20 0 1
 Heilongjiang 86,762 .04 .20 0 1
 Shanghai 86,762 .00 .04 0 1
 Jiangsu 86,762 .01 .10 0 1
 Zhejiang 86,762 .01 .10 0 1
 Anhui 86,762 .01 .10 0 1
 Fujian 86,762 .02 .14 0 1
 Jiangxi 86,762 .01 .08 0 1
 Shandong 86,762 .01 .10 0 1
 Henan 86,762 .02 .13 0 1
 Hubei 86,762 .03 .17 0 1
 Hunan 86,762 .06 .24 0 1
 Guangdong 86,762 .02 .15 0 1
 Guangxi 86,762 .13 .34 0 1
 Hainan 86,762 .01 .11 0 1
 Chongqing 86,762 .02 .15 0 1
 Sichuan 86,762 .02 .14 0 1
 Guizhou 86,762 .12 .33 0 1
 Yunnan 86,762 .11 .32 0 1
 Tibet 86,762 .00 .02 0 1
 Shaanxi 86,762 .00 .05 0 1
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China Family Panel Studies

The sec ond data set that we use is the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS; Institute of 
Social Science Survey 2015), whose main advan tages are its wide range of var i ables 
and its recency. The CFPS, designed by research ers at Peking University, is China’s 
first largescale lon gi tu di nal sur vey focused on fam ily and soci ety. The base line sur
vey was conducted in 2010 and sam pled 25 prov inces/munic i pal i ties where approx
i ma tely 95% of the pop u la tion resides. Followup sur veys were conducted in 2012, 
2014, 2016, and 2018. We focus on chil dren who were aged 20 or youn ger in 2010, 
were claimed as chil dren of both par ents, have one par ent iden ti fied as Han and one 
par ent iden ti fied as a minor ity, and appeared in any sur vey wave between 2010 and 
2018. Note that we are unable to lever age the panel struc ture of the CFPS because, by 
design, eth nic ity does not vary by wave.4 Thus, we col lapse infor ma tion across waves 
so that each child con trib utes one obser va tion to the esti ma tion sam ple. The esti ma
tion sam ple, which is rep re sen ta tive of chil dren liv ing with two bio log i cal par ents of 
dif fer ent ethnicities, is com posed of 699 chil dren liv ing in 487 house holds.

Our depen dent var i able is an indi ca tor for whether a child was iden ti fied as an 
eth nic minor ity. In 83% of cases, a par ent is the one who pro vi des the CFPS with 
infor ma tion on the child’s eth nic ity; in 17% of cases, the child pro vi des infor ma tion 
on their own eth nic ity. The ques tion on eth nic ity is asked only the first time a per son 
appears in the sur vey. In later waves, infor ma tion on eth nic ity is prepopulated. Again, 
the depen dent var i able is con sis tent with China’s monoethnic clas si fi ca tion sys tem 
and mir rors the prin ci pal ethnoracial dis tinc tion embed ded in reg u la tions concerning 
bonus points in col lege admis sions.

Independent var i ables are constructed from the CFPS data. We con sider sociode
mographic var i ables that are typ i cally included in stud ies of China: gen der, birth year, 
hukou sta tus, and prov ince. Hukou sta tus and prov ince are cal cu lated with the ear li
est avail  able infor ma tion. We also con sider var i ables that are com monly included in 
research on chil dren from mul ti ra cial fam i lies: an indi ca tor for whether the father or 
mother is iden ti fied as a minor ity, mother’s edu ca tion (median across waves), and the 
per cent age of eth nic minor i ties at the county level in 2010. County (CFPS ver sion of the 

4 However, a small num ber of per sons (includ ing four chil dren) expe ri enced changes in minor ity sta tus 
across sur vey waves. We spoke with a CFPS admin is tra tor who believed that these dif fer ences resulted 
from data cod ing errors. Thus, through out the anal y sis, we use infor ma tion on eth nic ity as first reported. 
The results are sim i lar if we instead use eth nic ity as last reported.

Independent Variable N Mean SD Min. Max.

 Gansu 86,762 .01 .09 0 1
 Qinghai 86,762 .01 .09 0 1
 Ningxia 86,762 .00 .05 0 1
 Xinjiang 86,762 .01 .07 0 1

Note: The sam ple includes chil dren with one Han par ent and one minor ity par ent.

Table 1 (continued)
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var i able) is a finer geo graphic divi sion than pre fec ture (the cen sus ver sion of the var i
able). As we did with the cen sus, we also include an indi ca tor for whether the minor ity 
par ent’s eth nic group has his tor i cally been asso ci ated with Islam. Additionally, we con
sider var i ables that are unique to the CFPS: a proxy for house hold income, an indi ca tor 
for whether the father was a mem ber of the Communist Party in any wave, par ent’s 
per ceived dil i gence of the child, and par ent’s edu ca tional aspi ra tions for the child.5

To obtain a proxy for house hold income, we cal cu late the dec ile of net house hold 
income by wave for each child, cal cu late the mean of dec iles across waves for each 
child, and cat e go rize the aver age dec ile into quantiles. One might expect that money 
would “whiten” (Schwartzman 2007), such that higher house hold income would 
imply a greater like li hood that chil dren are clas si fied as Han. Yet, it is also pos si ble 
that minor ity sta tus would be more likely at higher lev els of income if hav ing greater 
finan cial resources fos ters col lege read i ness or enables fam i lies to embrace their eth
nic iden ti ties. Communist Party mem ber ship is known to con fer eco nomic ben e fits, 
which may increase the chances of col lege atten dance. We hypoth e size that party 
mem ber ship is pos i tively asso ci ated with iden ti fy ing one’s child as a minor ity because 
embrac ing minor ity sta tus may be advan ta geous for gaining party mem ber ship.

Parents are asked about per ceived dil i gence and edu ca tional aspi ra tions only if 
their chil dren are aged 15 or youn ger; these var i ables are the means across waves.6 
Perceived dil i gence is a com pos ite of seven responses (e.g., my child stud ies very 
hard), where 1 equals strongly dis agree and 5 equals strongly agree. The lit er a ture has 
documented both neg a tive and pos i tive asso ci a tions between a child’s minor ity sta tus 
and their per ceived dil i gence (Blanchard and Muller 2015; Reyna 2000, 2008). It is 
pos si ble that chil dren who are more dil i gent are less likely to be seen as minor i ties 
or that chil dren who are minor i ties are less likely to be per ceived as dil i gent. How
ever, we do not believe that par ents would strongly exhibit such ten den cies. Thus, we 
hypoth e size a pos i tive asso ci a tion between per ceived dil i gence and minor ity iden ti
fi ca tion, since dil i gent chil dren are expected to be col lege bound and minor ity sta tus 
may yield pos i tive returns to chil dren in col lege and employ ment. Educational aspi
ra tions are mea sured by a par ent’s response to “the highest level of edu ca tion that 
you wish your child can obtain,” where the response units are years of school ing. 
Approximately 75% of par ents indi cated a desire for their chil dren to obtain a col
lege degree. We expect that edu ca tional aspi ra tions will be pos i tively asso ci ated with 
minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. Table 2 dis plays sum mary sta tis tics for the CFPS var i ables.

Bonus Points on the Gaokao

We began com pil ing infor ma tion about bonus points on the national col lege entrance 
exam i na tion from gov ern ment and non gov ern ment websites in 2019. The infor ma tion 
gath ered reflects the pol i cies circa 2018, at the end of our sam ple period. Ideally, we 
would have the time series of pol i cies for the entire period, but this was not pos si ble.

5 Using infor ma tion from mul ti ple waves improves the mea sure ment of var i ables that are prone to mea
sure ment error or miss ing val ues.
6 One par ent (mother or father, depending on who com pletes the sur vey) pro vi des infor ma tion on per
ceived dil i gence and edu ca tional aspi ra tions.
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1440 A. Francis-Tan and Z. Mu

Table 2 Summary sta tis tics: China Family Panel Studies

Independent Variable N Mean SD Min. Max.

Female 699 .47 .50 0 1
Birth Year
 1990–1997 699 .22 .42 0 1
 1998–2002 699 .18 .38 0 1
 2003–2008 699 .22 .41 0 1
 2009–2012 699 .21 .40 0 1
 2013–2018 699 .17 .38 0 1
Father Identified as Ethnic Minority 699 .37 .48 0 1
Parent’s Ethnic Group Associated With Islam 699 .04 .19 0 1
Mother’s Education
 Primary incom plete 699 .18 .39 0 1
 Primary com plete 699 .25 .44 0 1
 Middle school 699 .34 .47 0 1
 High school 699 .12 .33 0 1
 Some col lege or more 699 .10 .30 0 1
Father Member of Communist Party 699 .09 .29 0 1
Household Income
 Quantile 1 699 .22 .42 0 1
 Quantile 2 699 .16 .37 0 1
 Quantile 3 699 .21 .41 0 1
 Quantile 4 699 .22 .41 0 1
 Quantile 5 699 .18 .39 0 1
 Missing 699 .00 .05 0 1
Hukou Status
 Rural res i dent 699 .58 .49 0 1
 Urban res i dent 699 .19 .39 0 1
 Migrant 699 .24 .43 0 1
% Ethnic Minorities in County 699 29.74 29.46 0 97.41
Missing County Information 699 .05 .21 0 1
Perceived Diligence of Child 503 3.56 .51 1.75 5.00
Parent’s Educational Aspirations for Child 537 16.00 1.74 9.00 20.00
Eligibility for Bonus Points on the Gaokao 699 .50 .50 0 1
Province
 Beijing 699 .00 .05 0 1
 Tianjin 699 .00 .05 0 1
 Hebei 699 .07 .26 0 1
 Shanxi 699 .01 .08 0 1
 Liaoning 699 .23 .42 0 1
 Jilin 699 .03 .18 0 1
 Heilongjiang 699 .03 .16 0 1
 Shanghai 699 .01 .11 0 1
 Jiangsu 699 .01 .08 0 1
 Zhejiang 699 .01 .11 0 1
 Fujian 699 .01 .11 0 1
 Jiangxi 699 .00 .05 0 1
 Shandong 699 .00 .05 0 1
 Henan 699 .03 .16 0 1
 Hubei 699 .01 .09 0 1
 Hunan 699 .01 .10 0 1
 Guangdong 699 .05 .21 0 1
 Guangxi 699 .06 .24 0 1
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Nevertheless, it is use ful to get a sense of the evo lu tion of these ben e fits. In 1977, the 
gaokao was rein stated after being suspended dur ing the Cultural Revolution. In 1980, 
the Ministry of Education issued reg u la tions pro mot ing the estab lish ment of pref er
ences for eth nic minor i ties in uni ver sity admis sions (Wang 2007). Thus, even the oldest 
cohorts in the data were not yet enrolled in school when the bonus point sys tem was 
established. The pol i cies were rel a tively sta ble over time. The most com mon type of 
change was to mod er ate the num ber of bonus points awarded to eth nic minor i ties.7

Therefore, even if the pre cise num ber of points is unknown, our infor ma tion 
reflects which groups were eli gi ble for bonus points dur ing the study period. In any 
case, we do not know exactly when par ents made deci sions regard ing their chil dren’s 
eth nic ity. Parents are per mit ted to change their child’s offi cial eth nic des ig na tion until 
they reach adult hood.

Table 3 pro vi des a sum mary of the pol i cies; Table A2 in the online appen dix pro
vi des detailed pol icy infor ma tion. Among the prov inces, 26 offer bonus points to (at 
least some) eth nic minor i ties, and five do not. Eligibility for bonus points is jointly 
deter mined by prov ince, eth nic group, and geog ra phy. For exam ple, Jilin gives  
5 points to Mon gol, Man chu, and Korean minor i ties liv ing in auton o mous counties; 
Jiangsu gives 3 points to all  minor i ties; and Shandong gives 5 points to all  minor i ties 
liv ing in minor ity areas, which typ i cally include auton o mous pre fec tures, auton o mous 
counties, eth nic town ships, and other minor ity con cen trated areas des ig nated by the 
gov ern ment.

On the basis of the infor ma tion in Table 3, we cal cu late for each child in our esti
ma tion sam ple whether they would be eli gi ble to receive more bonus points on the 
gaokao as a minor ity than as a Han. This binary var i able mea sures the exten sive 
mar gin. Bonus points are so valu able that whether there are bonus points is more rel
e vant to deci sions regard ing minor ity iden ti fi ca tion than how many points there are. 
Overall, 56% of chil dren in the cen sus esti ma tion sam ple and 50% of chil dren in the 
CFPS esti ma tion sam ple were eli gi ble for bonus points on the gaokao.

To cal cu late eli gi bil ity, we assume that each prov ince’s pol icy applies only to per
sons whose hukou reg is tra tion was in the prov ince and that tie breaker ben e fits are 

7 The pol i cies in 2018 can be com pared with an incom plete snap shot of the pol i cies in 2007 (Wang 2007). 
Many of the pol i cies were sim i lar, but in some cases, the num ber of points awarded was higher in 2007. 
For exam ple, Heilongjiang awarded 20 points to stu dents from small eth nic minor ity groups in 2007 but 
awarded 10 points to them in 2018.

Independent Variable N Mean SD Min. Max.

 Sichuan 699 .02 .15 0 1
 Guizhou 699 .16 .36 0 1
 Yunnan 699 .21 .41 0 1
 Gansu 699 .03 .16 0 1
 Xinjiang 699 .00 .04 0 1

Note: The sam ple includes chil dren with one Han par ent and one minor ity par ent.

Table 2 (continued)
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Table 3 Bonus points for eth nic minor i ties apply ing to uni ver si ties in their prov ince, circa 2018

Province
Bonus 
Points Ethnic Groups Geography

Beijing 0 —a —a

Tianjin 5 All minor i ties All areas
Hebei 10 All minor i ties Autonomous counties
Shanxi 0 —a —a

Inner Mongolia 10 Mon gol, Daur, Rus sian, Ewenki,  
and Oroqen

All areas

Liaoning 5 All minor i ties Autonomous counties
Jilin 5 Mon gol, Man chu, and Korean Autonomous counties
Heilongjiang 10 Mon gol, Kyrgyz, Daur, Xibe, Rus sian, 

Ewenki, Oroqen, and Hezhen
All areas

5 Other minor i ties Minority areas
Shanghai 0 —a —a

Jiangsu 3 All minor i ties All areas
Zhejiang 5 All minor i ties Minority areas

3 Han One auton o mous county
Anhui 5 All minor i ties Minority areas
Fujian 10 Hui, She, and Gaoshan Minority areas
Jiangxi 5 All minor i ties Minority areas
Shandong 5 All minor i ties Minority areas
Henan 5 All minor i ties All areas
Hubei 10 All minor i ties Autonomous counties
Hunan 20 All minor i ties Minority areas

10 All minor i ties Other areas with major ity minor i ties
5 All minor i ties Other areas with minor ity minor i ties
5 Han Minority areas or areas with major ity 

minor i ties
Guangdong 0 —a —a

Guangxi 20 Hui, Miao, Yi, Dong, Yao, Sui, Jingpo, 
Mulao, Maonan, and Gelao

Rural areas

3+ All minor i ties All areas
Hainan 15 All minor i ties Minority areas

3 Han Minority areas
Chongqing 10 All minor i ties Minority areas
Sichuan 25 All minor i ties Minority areas

10 Han Minority areas
10 All minor i ties Other areas with minor ity 

con cen tra tion
5 Han Other areas with minor ity 

con cen tra tion
Guizhou 10 All minor i ties Specific urban areas

20 All minor i ties Other areas
Yunnan 10 Mon gol, Tibetan, Miao, Bouyei, Yao, 

Hani, Dai, Lisu, Va, Lahu, Sui, 
Jingpo, Blang, Achang, Pumi, Nu, 
Deang, Derung, and Jino

All areas

20 All minor i ties Borderlands
10/20 Han Borderlands

10 Yi, Zhuang Rural areas
Tibet 10+ All minor i ties All areas
Shaanxi 0 —a —a

Gansu 20 All minor i ties Areas with minor ity con cen tra tion
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neg li gi ble.8 Most stu dents attend uni ver si ties in their prov ince of hukou reg is tra tion. 
Coding the eth nic group restric tions is straight for ward, but cod ing the geo graphic 
restric tions is not. Using the cen sus, we define auton o mous counties and minor ity areas 
as pre fec tures where eth nic minor i ties account for a major ity of the pop u la tion. Using 
the CFPS, we define auton o mous counties as counties des ig nated as eth nic auton o
mous counties and minor ity areas as auton o mous counties plus vil lages/urban neigh
bor hoods reported to be eth nic minor ity areas (based on the CFPS com mu nity files).

Statistical Models

In the main anal y sis, we inves ti gate the pre dic tors of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion among 
chil dren of inter eth nic mar riages. Logistic regres sions are employed to esti mate the 
sta tis ti cal asso ci a tion between minor ity iden ti fi ca tion and the set of inde pen dent var
i ables. The fol low ing basic model is implemented for child i in geo graphic area j:

Yij = βXij + θEij + λMj + εij ,

8 Several pol i cies include the pro vi sion that minor ity can di dates with the “same cir cum stances” as Han 
can di dates will be given pri or ity for admis sion. This means that when a minor ity can di date is at the admis
sion thresh old and is tied with a Han can di date on all  rel e vant exam scores, only the minor ity can di date 
will gain admis sion. These tie breaker ben e fits are neg li gi ble because an indi vid ual’s chances of being in 
pre cisely this sit u a tion are min ute.

Province
Bonus 
Points Ethnic Groups Geography

10 Han Areas with minor ity con cen tra tion
Qinghai 35 All minor i ties Autonomous counties

20 All minor i ties Other areas
10/20 Han Autonomous counties

Ningxia 20 Hui All areas
10 Other minor i ties All areas
30 Hui Guyuan City or moun tain ous areas
20 Other minor i ties Guyuan City or moun tain ous areas
10 Han Guyuan City or moun tain ous areas

Xinjiang 15 Tibetan, Mon gol, Uyghur, Kazakh, 
Kyrgyz, Daur, Xibe, Tajik, Uzbek, 
Rus sian, and Tatar

All areas

5 Hui All areas
10 All stu dents Southern Xinjiang Four 

Areas/Prefectures

Notes: The table lists bonus points on the gaokao for per sons apply ing to fouryear uni ver si ties in their 
prov ince of reg is tra tion. However, it does not list tie breaker ben e fits, which we assume are neg li gi ble. 
Minority areas include auton o mous counties, eth nic town ships, and other minor ity areas des ig nated by the 
gov ern ment. For cur rent infor ma tion on bonus points by prov ince, please refer to http:  /  /gaokao  .eol  .cn and 
http:  /  /www  .gaokao  .com.
a Not appli ca ble.

Table 3 (continued)
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where Y is minor ity iden ti fi ca tion, X is a vec tor of indi vid uallevel pre dic tors, E is 
eli gi bil ity for bonus points on the gaokao, and M is the per cent age of eth nic minor
i ties in the area. The index j cor re sponds to pre fec tures in the cen sus sam ple and to 
counties in the CFPS sam ple. Adjusted odds ratios are reported in the tables. Standard 
errors are adjusted for clus ter ing on house hold because some house holds have mul
ti ple chil dren.9

Results

Evidence From the Census (2000)

Table 4 dis plays descrip tive sta tis tics from the cen sus for chil dren with two Han par
ents, one Han par ent, and no Han par ents. Approximately 3% of chil dren liv ing with 
two bio log i cal par ents have inter eth nic par ents. Relative to chil dren with two Han 
par ents, those with one Han par ent are more likely to have par ents with a low or high 
level of edu ca tion, reside in an urban area, and live in a pre fec ture with an ele vated 
con cen tra tion of minor i ties. Children with no Han par ents are more likely to have a 
sib ling, have par ents with a low level of edu ca tion, reside in a rural area, and live in 
a pre fec ture with an ele vated con cen tra tion of minor i ties.

Table 5 dis plays mul ti var i ate logis tic regres sions of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion based on 
the cen sus sam ple. The esti mated coef fi cients are adjusted odds ratios. Province fixed 
effects are also included in Models 3 and 4. Unless oth er wise noted, we use Model 4 
to pro vide numer i cal esti ma tes in the text.

The table shows that girls have a higher odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion, as the coef
fi cients are sig nifi  cant in all  four mod els. Specifically, girls have a 5.5% higher odds of 
being iden ti fied as a minor ity. Moreover, the odds rise uni formly with the child’s age. 
Relative to chil dren aged 0–3, chil dren aged 8–11, 12–14, and 15–20 have a 10.7%, 
21.1%, and 24.2% higher odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion, respec tively. The stron gest 
asso ci a tion, by far, is that with father’s eth nic ity. The odds of being iden ti fied as a 
minor ity are approx i ma tely 12 times higher when a child’s father is an eth nic minor
ity. Minority iden ti fi ca tion is also pos i tively asso ci ated with Islam. Once prov ince 
is con trolled for in Models 3 and 4, a child whose par ent belongs to an eth nic group 
his tor i cally asso ci ated with Islam has twice the odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. Addi
tionally, the odds increase with the mother’s edu ca tion level. For exam ple, rel a tive to a 
child whose mother com pleted no school ing, a child whose mother com pleted mid dle 
school has about 1.6 times the odds of being iden ti fied as a minor ity, whereas a child 
whose mother com pleted some col lege has about 2.9 times the odds.

9 The deci sion to use all  chil dren and clus ter stan dard errors on house hold rather than ran domly choose one 
child per house hold is incon se quen tial for the cen sus data. Only 3% of house holds with mul ti ple chil dren 
report dif fer ent minor ity sta tus for their chil dren, and ran domly choos ing one child per house hold yields 
almost iden ti cal results. In con trast, the deci sion is con se quen tial for the CFPS. In that data set, almost 
19% of house holds with mul ti ple chil dren (35 house holds) report dif fer ent minor ity sta tus for their chil
dren, and ran domly choos ing one child per house hold some what reduces the sig nifi  cance of results. Dis
cordance in minor ity sta tus between chil dren in the same house hold is much higher in the CFPS than the 
cen sus pri mar ily because the CFPS was conducted over a decade. Thus, with the CFPS, withinhouse hold  
var i a tion in minor ity sta tus con trib utes mean ing fully to the esti ma tion of the model.
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Although urban res i dent chil dren are slightly less likely than rural res i dent chil dren 
to be iden ti fied as a minor ity, the dif fer ence is not sta tis ti cally sig nifi  cant. Migrant 
chil dren have 18.5% higher odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. The coef fi cient on the 
per cent age of eth nic minor i ties at the pre fec ture level is sig nifi  cant in both Model 3 
and Model 4. As the con cen tra tion of minor i ties increases by 10 per cent age points, 
the odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion increase by 9%. Finally, the results indi cate that 
eli gi bil ity for bonus points on the gaokao increases the like li hood of minor ity iden ti
fi ca tion. Children who are eli gi ble for bonus points have nearly 2.1 times the odds of 
being iden ti fied as a minor ity.

Table 4 Mean char ac ter is tics of chil dren by eth nic ity of par ents: Chi nese Census

Independent Variable
Two Han 
Parents

One Han 
Parent

No Han 
Parents

Female .46 * .47 .47
Age
 0–3 .14 ** .18 ** .16
 4–7 .17 ** .19 ** .19
 8–11 .25 ** .23 ** .22
 12–14 .20 ** .18 † .18
 15–20 .24 ** .21 ** .25
Any Siblings .62 ** .59 ** .78
Mother’s Education
 No school ing .08 ** .09 ** .27
 Primary incom plete .04 ** .06 ** .08
 Primary com plete .37 ** .36 ** .38
 Middle school .39 ** .34 ** .21
 High school .10 ** .12 ** .05
 Some col lege .02 ** .03 ** .01
 College or more .01 ** .01 ** .00
Father’s Education
 No school ing .02 ** .02 ** .12
 Primary incom plete .03 ** .04 ** .07
 Primary com plete .25 ** .29 ** .36
 Middle school .51 ** .43 ** .33
 High school .15 ** .16 ** .10
 Some col lege .03 ** .04 ** .02
 College or more .01 ** .02 ** .01
Schooling Gap Between Father and Mother 1.26 ** 1.14 ** 1.64
Age Gap Between Father and Mother 1.73 ** 2.21 ** 2.05
Mother’s Labor Force Participation .85 * .85 ** .90
Father’s Labor Force Participation .96 ** .96 ** .97
Hukou Status
 Rural res i dent .74 ** .71 ** .88
 Urban res i dent .12 ** .14 ** .04
 Migrant .14 ** .15 ** .08
% Ethnic Minorities in Prefecture 4.91 ** 29.27 ** 51.53
N 2,638,826 86,762 244,803

Notes: Calculated from the 2000 cen sus. Significance lev els are cal cu lated from t tests on the equal ity of 
means.
†p < .10; *p < .05; **p < .01
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Table 5 Multivariate logis tic regres sions of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion: Chi nese Census

Dependent Variable: Minority Identification

Independent Variable Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4

Female (ref. = male) 1.057** 1.064** 1.055** 1.055**
(0.015) (0.017) (0.018) (0.018)

Age (ref. = 0–3)
 4–7 0.954* 0.994 1.001 1.001
 (0.022) (0.026) (0.028) (0.028)
 8–11 1.033 1.057* 1.104** 1.107**
 (0.025) (0.028) (0.032) (0.032)
 12–14 1.140** 1.135** 1.207** 1.211**
 (0.030) (0.033) (0.037) (0.038)
 15–20 1.218** 1.198** 1.240** 1.242**

(0.032) (0.035) (0.040) (0.040)
Father Identified as Ethnic Minority 10.419** 12.088** 12.205**

(0.281) (0.367) (0.371)
Parent’s Ethnic Group Associated With Islam 1.075 2.233** 2.347**

(0.052) (0.142) (0.149)
Mother’s Education (ref. = no school ing)
 Primary incom plete 0.985 1.216** 1.238**
 (0.060) (0.080) (0.081)
 Primary com plete 0.896** 1.322** 1.349**
 (0.038) (0.063) (0.065)
 Middle school 1.132** 1.590** 1.631**
 (0.048) (0.079) (0.082)
 High school 1.721** 2.167** 2.214**
 (0.085) (0.132) (0.135)
 Some col lege 2.217** 2.845** 2.888**
 (0.159) (0.249) (0.252)
 College or more 1.868** 2.748** 2.796**

(0.185) (0.330) (0.335)
Hukou Status (ref. = rural res i dent)
 Urban res i dent 0.955 0.995
 (0.039) (0.041)
 Migrant 1.166** 1.185**

(0.042) (0.043)
% Ethnic Minorities in Prefecture 1.010** 1.009**

(0.001) (0.001)
Eligibility for Bonus Points on the Gaokao 2.053**

(0.112)
Province Fixed Effects No No Yes Yes
N 86,762 86,762 86,762 86,762

Notes: The sam ple includes chil dren with one Han par ent and one minor ity par ent. Coefficients are 
expressed as odds ratios. Standard errors, adjusted for clus ter ing on house hold, are shown in paren the ses.

*p < .05; **p < .01
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Evidence From the CFPS (2010–2018)

Table 6 dis plays mul ti var i ate logis tic regres sions of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion based on 
the CFPS sam ple. As with the cen sus results, the esti mated coef fi cients are adjusted 
odds ratios, and prov ince fixed effects are included in Models 3 and 4. However, the 
sam ple size is less than 1% of the cen sus sam ple size. Unless oth er wise noted, we use 
Model 4 to pro vide numer i cal esti ma tes in the text.

The results indi cate that minor ity iden ti fi ca tion is more likely for girls than for 
boys, although the dif fer ence is not sta tis ti cally sig nifi  cant. The odds of minor ity 
iden ti fi ca tion increase with birth year—oppo site the pat tern found in the cen sus data. 
Relative to chil dren born dur ing 1998–2002, chil dren born dur ing 2009–2012 and 
2013–2018 have 2.4 and 1.6 times the odds of being iden ti fied as a minor ity, respec
tively. As with the cen sus data, the stron gest asso ci a tion is that with father’s eth nic ity. 
The odds of being iden ti fied as a minor ity are almost 6 times higher when a child’s 
father is an eth nic minor ity. Minority iden ti fi ca tion is not sig nifi  cantly asso ci ated 
with Islam, but it is sig nifi  cantly asso ci ated with mother’s edu ca tion. Relative to a 
child whose mother com pleted pri mary school, a child whose mother com pleted high 
school has almost 2.0 times the odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion, and a child whose 
mother com pleted some col lege or more has about 3.5 times the odds.

Whether a child’s father is a mem ber of the Communist Party, a var i able unique 
to the CFPS, is not sig nifi  cant. Another unique var i able, house hold income, is sig
nifi  cant. Children who belong to the poorest house holds have 2.1 times the odds 
of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion, and those who belong to the richest house holds have 4.0 
times the odds, rel a tive to chil dren who belong to house holds in the fourth quantile. 
As with the cen sus data, the coef fi cient for migrant chil dren is greater than 1, but here 
the coef fi cient is not sig nifi  cant. The coef fi cient on the per cent age of eth nic minor i
ties at the county level is sig nifi  cant in Model 3, and its size is com pa ra ble to pre vi ous 
esti ma tes. According to Model 3, as the con cen tra tion of minor i ties increases by 10 
per cent age points, the odds of being iden ti fied as a minor ity increase by 16%. Also 
con sis tent with the pre vi ous results, eli gi bil ity for bonus points on the gaokao is asso
ci ated with a higher odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. Those chil dren who are eli gi ble 
for bonus points have approx i ma tely 2.8 times the odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion.

Table 7 dis plays mul ti var i ate logis tic regres sions of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion, adding 
per ceived dil i gence of the child and the par ent’s edu ca tional aspi ra tions for the child 
as pre dic tors. The sam ple size declines because these var i ables are miss ing for some 
chil dren who were infants or were over age 15 dur ing the sam ple period. The esti
mated coef fi cients are adjusted odds ratios, and prov ince fixed effects are included in 
all  mod els. Unless oth er wise noted, we use Model 4 to pro vide numer i cal esti ma tes 
in the text.

In every col umn of the table, the asso ci a tion between per ceived dil i gence and 
minor ity iden ti fi ca tion is neg a tive and sig nifi  cant. A 1standarddeviation (0.51) 
increase in per ceived dil i gence is asso ci ated with roughly a 36%10 decrease in the 
odds of being iden ti fied as a minor ity. The asso ci a tion between the par ent’s edu ca
tional aspi ra tions and minor ity iden ti fi ca tion is pos i tive but not sig nifi  cant. Statistical 

10 36% = (1 – 0.289) × 0.51 × 100.
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Table 6 Multivariate logis tic regres sions of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion: China Family Panel Studies

Dependent Variable: Minority Identification

Independent Variable Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4

Female (ref. = male) 1.122 1.038 1.126 1.066
(0.174) (0.174) (0.204) (0.194)

Birth Year (ref. = 1998–2002)
 1990–1997 1.489 1.554 1.537 1.566
 (0.366) (0.437) (0.465) (0.483)
 2003–2008 1.496† 1.331 1.514 1.604†

 (0.344) (0.326) (0.402) (0.431)
 2009–2012 1.543 1.898* 2.271** 2.401**
 (0.415) (0.531) (0.695) (0.735)
 2013–2018 1.895* 1.778† 1.504 1.624

(0.535) (0.538) (0.538) (0.576)
Father Identified as Ethnic Minority 5.326** 5.747** 5.907**

(1.317) (1.639) (1.677)
Parent’s Ethnic Group Associated With Islam 0.967 1.969 1.956

(0.571) (1.417) (1.409)
Mother’s Education (ref. = pri mary com plete)
 Primary incom plete 2.008† 1.366 1.329
 (0.716) (0.540) (0.535)
 Middle school 1.391 1.393 1.429
 (0.364) (0.389) (0.402)
 High school 1.820† 2.061* 1.997*
 (0.629) (0.743) (0.705)
 Some col lege or more 2.632* 3.636* 3.462*

(1.162) (2.013) (1.923)
Father Member of Communist Party 1.200 0.923 0.966

(0.417) (0.348) (0.370)
Household Income (ref. = quantile 4)
 Quantile 1 2.719** 2.335* 2.099*
 (0.853) (0.841) (0.758)
 Quantile 2 2.518** 2.358* 2.299*
 (0.865) (0.902) (0.906)
 Quantile 3 2.202** 2.074* 2.028*
 (0.662) (0.684) (0.682)
 Quantile 5 2.511** 3.850** 3.993**
 (0.775) (1.367) (1.439)
 Missing 0.730 1.118 1.332

(0.910) (1.121) (1.402)
Hukou Status (ref. = rural res i dent)
 Urban res i dent 0.972 1.118
 (0.298) (0.349)
 Migrant 1.611 1.672

(0.496) (0.531)
% Ethnic Minorities in County 1.016* 1.008

(0.007) (0.007)
Missing County Information 2.126 2.122

(1.241) (1.262)
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var i a tion in this var i able is lim ited because most par ents hope that their chil dren will 
attend col lege.

Comparing Table 7 with Table 6 is illu mi nat ing. Girls are more likely than boys 
to be iden ti fied as minor i ties, and now the dif fer ence is at least mar gin ally sig nifi  cant 
in three of four mod els. As in Table 6, minor ity iden ti fi ca tion is sig nifi  cantly asso ci
ated with birth year, father’s eth nic ity, and mother’s edu ca tion. Children born dur ing 
2009–2012 have a higher odds of being iden ti fied as a minor ity than chil dren born 
dur ing 1998–2002. The odds are approx i ma tely 11 times higher when a child’s father 
is an eth nic minor ity. The odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion are about 2.4 times higher 
when a child’s mother com pleted high school and about 2.9 times higher when his 
or her mother com pleted some col lege or more, rel a tive to chil dren whose mother 
com pleted pri mary school. As in Table 6, the coef fi cients on Islam and Communist 
Party mem ber are not sig nifi  cant. Household income is sig nifi  cant, and con sis tent 
with the pre vi ous results, chil dren who belong to the poorest house holds and those 
who belong to the richest house holds have the highest odds of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. 
Both migrant sta tus and the per cent age of minor i ties at the county level are pos i tively 
asso ci ated with being iden ti fied as a minor ity, and their respec tive coef fi cients are 
sig nifi  cant in some of the four mod els. Notably, the asso ci a tion between minor ity 
iden ti fi ca tion and eli gi bil ity for bonus points on the gaokao is stron ger in Table 7 than 
in Table 6. Eligible chil dren have 6.7 times the odds of being iden ti fied as a minor
ity when con trols for per ceived dil i gence and edu ca tional aspi ra tions are included in 
Model 4.

Discussion

In quan ti ta tively inves ti gat ing pat terns of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion among chil dren of 
inter eth nic par ents in China, this study makes sev eral con tri bu tions to the lit er a ture. 
First, it adds to the evi dence on the con struc tion of ethnoracial iden ti fi ca tion in Asia, 
going beyond the quan ti ta tive lit er a ture’s dom i nant focus on the Americas. Second, it 
offers a win dow into how pub lic pol icy influ ences eth nic ity in an extraor di nary pop u
la tion that must choose between minor ity and major ity eth nic affil i a tion to deter mine 
the allo ca tion of edu ca tion ben e fits. Third, the study advances research on affir ma tive 

Dependent Variable: Minority Identification

Independent Variable Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4

Eligibility for Bonus Points on the Gaokao 2.758**
(1.081)

Province Fixed Effects No No Yes Yes
N 699 699 692 692

Notes: The sam ple includes chil dren with one Han par ent and one minor ity par ent. Coefficients are 
expressed as odds ratios. Standard errors, adjusted for clus ter ing on house hold, are shown in paren the ses.
†p < .10; *p < .05; **p < .01

Table 6 (continued)
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Table 7 Multivariate logis tic regres sions of eth nic iden ti fi ca tion (with addi tional covariates):  
China Family Panel Studies

Dependent Variable: Minority Identification

Independent Variable Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4

Female (ref. = male) 1.636* 1.604† 1.526† 1.443
(0.380) (0.395) (0.360) (0.369)

Birth Year (ref. = 1998–2002)
 2003–2008 1.269 1.437 1.312 1.569
 (0.354) (0.449) (0.372) (0.507)
 2009–2012 2.375** 2.944** 2.533** 3.422**
 (0.789) (1.084) (0.841) (1.278)
 2013–2018 1.185 1.487 1.309 1.775

(0.533) (0.717) (0.595) (0.875)
Father Identified as Ethnic Minority 9.131** 9.761** 9.492** 10.985**

(3.547) (3.688) (3.662) (4.067)
Parent’s Ethnic Group Associated With Islam 2.540 2.192 2.562 2.220

(2.031) (1.820) (2.057) (1.870)
Mother’s Education (ref. = pri mary com plete)
 Primary incom plete 1.586 1.591 1.472 1.511
 (0.787) (0.839) (0.752) (0.829)
 Middle school 1.092 1.126 1.133 1.194
 (0.402) (0.419) (0.417) (0.442)
 High school 2.345† 2.503* 2.252† 2.402†

 (1.074) (1.165) (1.025) (1.107)
 Some col lege or more 3.632* 3.310† 3.303† 2.910†

(2.292) (2.187) (2.035) (1.864)
Father Member of Communist Party 1.254 1.466 1.360 1.712

(0.574) (0.664) (0.646) (0.824)
Household Income (ref. = quantile 4)
 Quantile 1 4.204** 4.734** 3.688** 3.990*
 (2.158) (2.657) (1.864) (2.197)
 Quantile 2 3.280* 3.666* 3.228* 3.668*
 (1.728) (1.962) (1.759) (2.033)
 Quantile 3 3.261** 3.115* 3.270** 3.178*
 (1.401) (1.424) (1.421) (1.479)
 Quantile 5 3.585** 3.703** 3.885** 4.217**

(1.648) (1.773) (1.827) (2.057)
Hukou Status (ref. = rural res i dent)
 Urban res i dent 0.620 0.529 0.673 0.583
 (0.239) (0.210) (0.258) (0.232)
 Migrant 1.901 2.000† 1.884 2.032†

(0.774) (0.752) (0.783) (0.797)
% Ethnic Minorities in County 1.020* 1.022* 1.010 1.008

(0.010) (0.010) (0.009) (0.010)
Missing County Information 0.966 0.995 0.958 0.962

(0.801) (0.829) (0.798) (0.820)
Perceived Diligence of Child 0.459** 0.353** 0.417** 0.289**

(0.133) (0.113) (0.123) (0.095)
Parent’s Educational Aspirations for Child 1.116 1.126

(0.085) (0.088)
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action in China. To our knowl edge, this is the first study to orga nize and ana lyze 
detailed infor ma tion on bonus points on the col lege entrance exam i na tion.

Three var i ables com monly included in the study of China emerge as pre dic tors: 
gen der, birth year, and hukou sta tus. Girls tend to have a higher odds of minor ity 
iden ti fi ca tion than boys. In ana ly ses of Amer i can pop u la tions, gen der is included in 
regres sions but often yields insig nifi  cant or mixed results (e.g., Bratter 2007; Khanna 
2004; Xie and Goyette 1997). One excep tion is Davenport (2016), who found that 
bira cial women are much more likely than bira cial men to iden tify as mul ti ra cial. The 
inter ac tive model of iden tity, which empha sizes the com ple men tary nature of mar
gin al ized iden ti ties (see Davenport 2016), may help to explain our results on gen der. 
Women, who are mar gin al ized because of pref er ences for male chil dren in Chi nese 
fam i lies, may be more likely to be assigned a mar gin al ized eth nic ity by their par ents.

The only conflicting results across our data sets are with respect to birth year, 
which is neg a tively asso ci ated with minor ity iden ti fi ca tion in the cen sus but pos i
tively asso ci ated in the CFPS. The lit er a ture is not infor ma tive regard ing age or birth 
cohort, as few sys tem atic pat terns emerge. The cen sus results, which may be more 
reli able given the larger sam ple size, may sug gest that chil dren are more likely to be 
iden ti fied as minor i ties as they approach col lege age. But our find ings may be only an 
appar ent con tra dic tion and may sug gest that the incen tives to iden tify as a minor ity 
began to rise in the late 1990s and early 2000s, a period when returns to col lege edu
ca tion were increas ing rap idly in China.

We also find that migrant chil dren tend to have a higher odds of minor ity iden
ti fi ca tion. The only other evi dence on hukou comes from Wu and He (2018), who 
reported that urban hukou is pos i tively asso ci ated with minor ity iden tity for chil
dren in auton o mous regions. Perhaps minor i ties who tend to live in less priv i leged 
liv ing con di tions are more likely to migrate to places with bet ter liv ing con di tions. 
Alternatively, per haps rural migrant fam i lies in urban areas per ceive them selves as 
mar gin al ized and are more likely to iden tify their chil dren as mar gin al ized eth ni cally; 
that is, a sense of geo graphic dis lo ca tion may amplify feel ings of eth nic dis lo ca tion.

Variables often included in research on chil dren from mul ti ra cial fam i lies are also 
pre dic tors: father’s eth nic ity, mother’s edu ca tion, and the geo graphic con cen tra tion 
of eth nic minor i ties. In our study, the stron gest pre dic tor of a child’s minor ity iden ti
fi ca tion is the father’s minor ity iden ti fi ca tion, in line with pre vi ous research on China 
(FrancisTan and Mu 2019; Wu and He 2018). This result is also con sis tent with 
U.S. stud ies find ing that hav ing a minor ity father increases the like li hood of minor ity 

Dependent Variable: Minority Identification

Independent Variable Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4

Eligibility for Bonus Points on the Gaokao 3.818* 6.687**
(2.092) (3.790)

Province Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes
N 491 447 491 447

Notes: The sam ple includes chil dren with one Han par ent and one minor ity par ent. Coefficients are 
expressed as odds ratios. Standard errors, adjusted for clus ter ing on house hold, are shown in paren the ses.
†p < .10; *p < .05; **p < .01

Table 7 (continued)
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iden ti fi ca tion (Brunsma 2005; Qian 2004; Xie and Goyette 1997).11 Nevertheless, the 
asso ci a tion with father’s eth nic ity is much larger in the Chi nese set ting. Patriarchal 
norms remain prev a lent in China (Li et al. 2011; Mu and Xie 2016). In her qual i ta tive 
work, Lu (2022) reported that Hui–Han respon dents partly explained their minor
ity iden ti fi ca tion by appeal ing to the tra di tional prac tice of inheriting the father’s 
eth nic ity.

Minority iden ti fi ca tion is pos i tively asso ci ated with the mother’s level of edu
ca tion in both of our data sets. Even though this result affirms and extends work on 
China (FrancisTan and Mu 2019; Wu and He 2018), it appears to run counter to most 
of the lit er a ture on the Americas, which has found that monoracial minor ity iden ti fi
ca tion varies inversely with par ents’ level of edu ca tion (Bratter 2007; Brunsma 2005; 
Davenport 2016; Lichter and Qian 2018; Roth 2005; Schwartzman 2007). However, 
the dif fer ence in results might be explained by the fact that respon dents are unable to 
choose a mul ti ra cial cat e gory or mul ti ple eth nic categories in the Chi nese sur veys. In 
the United States, some edu cated par ents favor a mul ti ra cial clas si fi ca tion to describe 
their chil dren rather than a monoracial White or minor ity clas si fi ca tion (Bratter 2007; 
Roth 2005). Consistent with our find ings, Marteleto (2012) reported that Black iden
ti fi ca tion varies pos i tively with paren tal edu ca tion in Brazil, which might be related 
to the adop tion of racebased affir ma tive action in higher edu ca tion. Analogously, our 
results for mother’s edu ca tion may reflect the desire to take advan tage of edu ca tion 
ben e fits among chil dren from house holds with high socio eco nomic sta tus. Another 
pos si bil ity is that par ents with more edu ca tion may be more likely to embrace minor
ity iden ti ties because they have been exposed to the dis course of mul ti cul tur al ism and 
minor ity rights in school (see Howard 2001; Paschel 2016; Telles and Paschel 2014).

The per cent age of eth nic minor i ties at the com mu nity level is pos i tively cor re lated 
with the like li hood of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. In the lit er a ture, the local pop u la tion 
share of the minor ity group is per haps the most com mon pre dic tor of minor ity iden
ti fi ca tion (Bratter 2007; Brunsma 2005; Davenport 2016; Liebler 2010; Qian 2004; 
Roth 2005; Xie and Goyette 1997). The binary indi ca tor that Wu and He (2018) 
included for auton o mous regions, which have a higher con cen tra tion of minor i ties, 
was like wise pos i tive and sig nifi  cant. Across these cases, the under ly ing mech a nism 
is undoubt edly related to the degree of con tact with per sons iden ti fy ing as eth nic 
minor i ties. Minority iden ti fi ca tion tends to rise with expo sure to minor ity cul ture, 
lan guage, and tra di tions; social inter ac tions with peers; and infor ma tion about ben e
fits for eth nic minor i ties.

Furthermore, var i ables that are rel a tively unique to our study emerge as pre dic tors: 
eth nic group asso ci ated with Islam, house hold income, per ceived dil i gence of the 
child, and eli gi bil ity for bonus points on the gaokao. In the cen sus sam ple, hav ing a 
par ent whose eth nic group has his tor i cally been asso ci ated with Islam increases the 
odds of being iden ti fied as a minor ity. This var i able is not sig nifi  cant in the CFPS, 
likely because only 25 chil dren had such a par ent. Although no stud ies have con
sid ered this var i able, some stud ies have explored the het ero ge neous effects of spe
cific ethnoracial groups (Davenport 2016; Roth 2005; Xie and Goyette 1997). In our 

11 In con trast to the lit er a ture, Bratter and Heard (2009) found the child’s ten dency to match the father’s 
race only in Black–White fam i lies.
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sam ple, more than 90% of par ents belong ing to an eth nic group asso ci ated with Islam 
iden tify as Hui, who are known to have dis tinct cul tural prac tices and salient Islamic 
iden ti ties (Mu and Lai 2016). The Hui–Han respon dents that Lu (2022) interviewed 
men tioned that their deci sion to iden tify as Hui was partly influ enced by their grand
par ents’ desire to trans mit reli gion.

In the CFPS sam ple, we find that chil dren in the poorest house holds and those in 
the richest house holds have the highest like li hood of minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. Most 
stud ies have not included house hold income as a pre dic tor due to data unavail abil
ity. Nevertheless, Davenport (2016) found that bira cial Amer i cans liv ing in wealthy 
house holds are more likely to iden tify as White. Perhaps bira cial per sons are  able 
to cross racial bound aries as they obtain traits (here, income) asso ci ated with one 
group or another. Thus, low income may pose a bar rier to bound ary cross ing and may 
explain why the poorest chil dren in our sam ple are less likely to be clas si fied as Han. 
However, bound ary cross ing can not explain why the richest chil dren in our sam ple 
are also less likely to be clas si fied as Han. Similar to our argu ment concerning moth
er’s edu ca tion, the desire for chil dren from higher sta tus fam i lies to gain admis sion 
to col lege may drive these results. It is also pos si ble that more finan cially established 
fam i lies can afford to fully embrace their eth nic iden ti ties.

Perceived dil i gence of the child is neg a tively asso ci ated with minor ity iden ti fi ca
tion in the CFPS sam ple, which is con gru ent with sev eral inter pre ta tions. It might be 
that par ents are more likely to clas sify less dil i gent chil dren as minor i ties, that chil
dren iden ti fied as minor i ties are per ceived to be less dil i gent, or that a third var i able 
is pos i tively cor re lated with dil i gence and Han iden ti fi ca tion. By tak ing advan tage of 
het ero ge ne ity in minor ity sta tus among house holds with mul ti ple chil dren, we can 
inves ti gate these hypoth e ses fur ther. Among sib lings with dis cor dant minor ity sta tus, 
dil i gence is pos i tively asso ci ated with minor ity iden ti fi ca tion. In most cases, the child 
iden ti fied as a minor ity was rated more dil i gent than the child iden ti fied as a Han. 
This evi dence casts doubt on the first two inter pre ta tions. Therefore, what more likely 
explains the neg a tive asso ci a tion in the full sam ple is a third var i able (e.g., social cap
i tal) that is cor re lated with both dil i gence and minor ity sta tus.

Finally, our anal y sis indi cates that eli gi bil ity for bonus points on the gaokao is 
pos i tively asso ci ated with iden ti fy ing a child as a minor ity. These and other results 
high light the role of edu ca tion pol icy in shap ing an indi vid ual’s iden tity. Findings on 
eli gi bil ity for bonus points may be interpreted as direct effects. Jointly deter mined by 
one’s prov ince, area of res i dence, and eth nic group, eli gi bil ity sub stan tially raises the 
incen tives for minor ity iden ti fi ca tion because bonus points are extremely valu able 
given the intense com pe ti tion for col lege admis sion and high returns to col lege atten
dance. Findings on mother’s edu ca tion and house hold income may be interpreted as 
indi rect effects. Children for whom a col lege edu ca tion is attain  able—those from 
edu cated, highincome house holds—are more likely to be iden ti fied as eth nic minor
i ties, despite their abil ity to iden tify as Han.

All in all , our results jus tify the qual i ta tive lit er a ture’s recent focus on the for ma
tion of eth nic iden tity in school set tings (Lu 2022; Yang 2017, 2020). The issue of 
bonus points arose in research by Lu (2022) when her col lege infor mants men tioned 
bonus points as one of the main rea sons their par ents reg is tered them as minor i
ties. Moreover, our research sheds light on the his tory of eth nic pol icy in China. 
During the 1980s and 1990s, changes in eth nic iden ti fi ca tion were mostly attrib ut  able 
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to the OCP (FrancisTan and Mu 2019). However, dur ing the 2000s and there af
ter, changes in eth nic iden ti fi ca tion were increas ingly attrib ut  able to edu ca tion pol
icy. The results also illus trate the pro cess by which the state makes race (Loveman 
2014; Marx 1998; Wimmer 2008), there fore complementing other quan ti ta tive stud
ies (Antman and Duncan 2015; Bratter and O’Connell 2017; Francis and Tannuri 
Pianto 2013; FrancisTan and TannuriPianto 2015). Similar to how racial quo tas in 
col lege admis sions inspire shifts from nonBlack to Black iden tity in Brazil (Francis 
and TannuriPianto 2013), bonus points in col lege admis sions inspire shifts from Han 
to minor ity iden tity in China.

It is impor tant to rec og nize the lim i ta tions of our research. Even if changes in 
eth nic des ig na tion on a sur vey reflect changes in offi cial records, they are not nec
es sar ily accom pa nied by changes in behav iors or prac tices. Ethnographic research is 
needed to deter mine whether the eth nic flu id ity exhibited among chil dren of inter
eth nic par ents is instru men tal or cul tur ally mean ing ful. Although we uti lize mul ti ple 
data sources, the esti ma tion sam ples are crosssec tional. Hence, our esti ma tes are 
largely cor re la tional. Another lim i ta tion is that both of our sam ples are only rep re sen
ta tive of chil dren liv ing with two bio log i cal par ents. However, this house hold type is 
the most prev a lent in China, as sin glepar ent, cohabitingpar ent, and blended house
holds are rel a tively uncom mon. Additionally, despite our efforts, many details about 
bonus points on the gaokao are unknown, and lit tle is under stood regard ing how 
fam i lies inter pret such pol i cies at the micro level. Much remains to be learned about 
pat terns of ethnoracial iden tity in Asia. Future research can explore causal effects, 
exam ine other types of pol i cies, and inves ti gate con texts beyond Mainland China. 
Understanding more about the deter mi nants of iden tity is not only of aca demic value 
but also of prac ti cal value. In China and else where, who gets to shape ethnoracial 
iden tity and how it gets shaped are highly contested issues. ■
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