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A l e j A n d r A  C A s t i l l o
Translated by Alex Brostoff

Imagining always comes from some where predetermined by expe ri ence. Even if 
the aim is to imag ine push ing beyond all  that is known, our imag i na tions don’t fully 
let go of every fiber of the famil iar.

What if what we need is “polit i cal imag i na tion”? Today, it is not uncom mon to 
hear pre cisely that: we know what must be changed, we have a clear anal y sis, but 
we lack the polit i cal imag i na tion to change the actual sen tient order of this exis
tence: that which is lived as injus tice.

Imagination can not totally destroy the frame of exis tence. Politics, for its part, 
tends to reen act accords, agree ments, and con tracts. Such is the dilemma of con
tem po rary pol i tics. In this way, the dou ble for mu la tion “polit i cal imag i na tion” does 
not man age to take us much beyond what is cur rently pos si ble, for it is constrained 
by two lim its: one that is proper to the imag i na tion and another that is pro duced by 
polit i cal activ ity itself.

On the one hand, these two lim i ta tions make the inces sant search for the new 
and the orig i nal chafe the frame work at some point. On the other hand, these lim
i ta tions also mean that pol i tics only reca pit u lates some scene that is famil iar to it 
in one way or another. It bears men tion that this famil iar ity pre sup poses an attach
ment, a place, and a body pol i tic. This body pro ceeds from a uni ver sal iz ing claim 
subjected to the mech a nisms of heteropatriarchy. In turn, this claim implies that 
what under lies this mech a nism is a nar ra tive of the self as sin gu lar, the iron link 
between body and iden tity, and the nar ra tive of that body as “nat u ral.” Faced with 
the sub jec tive knot that binds pol i tics to imag i na tion, we must acknowl edge that 
the coor di na tes that enclose the imag i na tion are none other than those of sin gu lar
ity, iden tity, and the nat u ral.
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In Not One Less: Mourning, Disobedience, and Desire, María Pia López pushes 
back against these two lim i ta tions, eschewing sim ple and famil iar invo ca tions of 
the polit i cal imag i na tion. Such repu di a tion is not an aban don ment of pol i tics. No. 
It is a pro test against an order, a dis rup tion of its frame work. Supplementation is 
the strat egy for such dis tur bance—sup ple men ta tion of what the polit i cal imag i
na tion excludes, what it neglects, what it can not imag ine. Hence, sup ple men ta tion 
makes change through two inter re lated acts. First, it makes the lim its of a col lec tive 
body vis i ble, and, sec ond, it crosses those lim its, con jur ing an unfore seen body for 
pol i tics itself.

That sup ple ment is fem i nism. The mean ing of the word sup ple ment must be 
made clear. The dic tio nary warns us that a sup ple ment is that which rein forces, 
adds, or increases, but it is also a “loose leaf,” one which is inserted into a work 
when it is already fin ished. When the andro cen tric polit i cal imag i na tion is in 
decline, when it can not exceed the lim its of its own imag in ings, fem i nism will not 
be an addi tion or rein force ment but a change in com mon sense and pol i tics itself.

A nec es sary and urgent change, like the one that brought norms prevailing in 
Argentina in 2015 to an end, a change in which thou sands and thou sands of women 
said no more mur ders, no more dis ap pear ances, no more insti tu tion al ized patri ar
chal vio lence, no more domes tic vio lence, no more abuse and rape.1

This unflinch ing oppo si tion against existing norms is crystallized in the cry 
“Ni una menos” (“Not one less”). From this inter ven tion and trans for ma tion in the 
pol i tics of men and their vio lence, María Pia López’s book res o nates with that cry, 
rever ber at ing in the writ ing of another pos si ble pol i tics: “a sin gle phrase, which has 
become pass word and sym bol, com mon code, filled with mul ti ple mean ings, a tool 
employed by diverse polit i cal con struc tions.”2

In the bond between activ ism in the Colectivo Ni Una Menos, between tak ing 
to the streets and writ ing, Not One Less seeks to be a record and a report. But at the 
same time, it also traces a gene al ogy of the Argentine fem i nist polit i cal imag i na
tion. The cry “Ni una menos” is tied to the unfath om able mourn ing of the moth ers 
and grand moth ers of the Plaza de Mayo and the expe ri ences of impris on ment and 
tor ture suf ered by militant left ist women dur ing the dic ta tor ship in Argentina 
(1976–83).

They all  count; they all  mat ter. María Pia López rightly reminds us of Antig
one’s body and sta tus as an arche type whose pol i tics dis rupt andro cen tric rea son. 
Antig one is a repu di a tion and a sup ple ment.

Another trans for ma tive fig ure when it comes to the pol i tics of men (and their 
imag i na tions) is Deme ter, the mother of black fury. It is Deme ter who turns mel
an choly into insis tent action. According to the Greek myth, Deme ter searches 
cease lessly for her daugh ter, who has been kid napped; she will even go down 
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to Hades to res cue her if nec es sary. Deme ter does not stop, and her ire con jures 
another body (and expe ri ence) for the col lec tive. Both fig ures point to the lim its of 
the polit i cal imag i na tion and expe ri ences of men who, by voic ing their pol i tics, do 
noth ing but exclude the bod ies and the expe ri ences of women.

It is time to begin to change these nar ra tives.3 It is time to express other mean
ings and stories in the spaces we share. It is time to give voice to grief as a pub lic, 
col lec tive expe ri ence, to dis obey patri ar chal rule, and in this pro cess, to wish for 
other stories and other rela tion ships to emerge—stories and rela tion ships capa ble 
of enabling a new poiesis, one that unites other bod ies, expe ri ences, and attach
ments, giv ing rise to a fem i nist polit i cal imag i na tion.

Writing this book has a polit i cal objec tive: to fur ther under stand the actions and 
achieve ments of con tem po rary fem i nism; to impede the con ser va tive appro pri a tion 
and stop the work being done from devolv ing into some thing purely orna men tal; 
to describe the pow er ful pro cess of constructing a fem i nist polit i cal sub ject. We are 
witnessing the dawn of fem i nism in real time, hear ing the ques tions it poses and see ing 
the dis obe di ence it incites. . . .  The pages that fol low are an attempt to con trib ute to 
the dis cus sion on how to con cep tu al ize this move ment and also an attempt to gather 
some “strands of thread” with which to weave our polit i cal imag i na tion.4
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Notes
1. For an analysis of patriarchal violence, see López, Not One Less, 22.
2. López, Not One Less, 3.
3. In this respect, see López, Not One Less, 42.
4. López, Not One Less, 11.
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