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Peruvian Echoes, Diversions, and 
Struggles with Not One Less
C L A U D I A  S A L A Z A R  J I M é N E Z

A few days ago, I was talking with the Peruvian scholar Alexandra Hibbett about 
the clas sic inter loc u tor (or ideal reader) of our aca demic writ ings. It would be some 
kind of anon y mous male, impas sive as a wall to which one speaks but who main
tains a silent dis tance. We noticed that in this tra di tion in which we were edu cated, 
our writ ing acquired a cer tain rigid ity that became increas ingly dif  cult for us to 
cope with, since the hori zon of our fem i nist prac tice moves us to another type of 
dia logue. We felt that another type of aca demic writ ing and other ideal read ers 
were nec es sary for us. From this per spec tive, María Pia López’s book Not One Less 
ques tions not only my sit u a tion as a Peruvian fem i nist liv ing in New York, but also 
my aca demic writ ing prac tice.

My expe ri ence of read ing Not One Less res o nates with what López pro poses as 
a dif er ent way of cre at ing com mu nity through not only writ ing a chron i cle of the 
Argentine fem i nist move ment (espe cially Ni Una Menos) but also restor ing the pres
ent moment and the body in her writ ing. As López points out, “Rejecting the notion 
of the mind as sep a rate from the body, con cep tual and abstract, I write from sen sory 
expe ri ence, from the mem o ries of humil i a tions and harm, the eupho ria of a mas sive 
gath er ing, the power of the occu pa tion of a street, the chal lenge of conflicting orga
ni za tional prac tices.”1 I am espe cially struck by this idea of writ ing that comes from 
gath er ing, from a com mu nity. A sense of com mu nity is evi dent not only in López’s 
cre a tive pro cess but also in its recep tive ness to that ideal reader of our pro duc tions. 
A place that desta bi lizes the hier ar chy of knowl edge pro duc tion and locates itself in 
a hor i zon tal place of lis ten ing. A dia logue, instead of a oneway trans mis sion. As Sara 
Ahmed has pointed out in Living a Feminist Life: “Feminism as a col lec tive move ment 
is made out of how we are moved to become fem i nists in dia logue with one another.”2
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In this move ment that takes writ ing from mem ory to expe ri ence—pass
ing through the streets walked in pro test—reflecting on the modes of influ ence, 
the mul ti ple points of con tact between the Argentinian move ment and what has 
been hap pen ing with the sit u a tion of fem i nism in Peru dur ing the last five years, 
is inev i ta ble. From a Latin Amer i can per spec tive, it seems that Peru is the caboose 
of women’s rights: one of the last countries of the region to rec og nize sex ual and 
repro duc tive rights, with the road still long and dif  cult toward the rec og ni tion of 
mar riage equal ity, of full jus tice for the vic tims of gen der and sex ual vio lence, and 
the right to abor tion. In con trast with the con tem po rary sit u a tion in Peru, López 
high lights var i ous Peruvian authors who have inspired fem i nist ideas. López refers 
to the work of Flora Tristán, a pio neer in the cre a tion of work ers’ unions and in 
think ing about the links between gen der and social class. This reflec tion on Flora 
Tristán helps López to point out the dou ble neglect to which the female pro le tar iat 
has been subjected, both by Marx ism (which only speaks of the male one) and by 
fem i nism (which over looks the work ing class).

We know that the impe tus for the Ni Una Menos marches in Latin America 
emerged from the excep tional num ber of cases of gen der vio lence. I par tic i pated 
in the begin ning of the orga ni za tion of this march in Peru, and it became nec es sary 
for us to con tact col leagues from Argentina to learn from their expe ri ences in order 
to have the greatest pos si ble impact. In 2016, the case of Arlette Contreras came to 
light and gen er ated a huge wave of out rage that resulted in this first march. We 
all  could see, thanks to the cam era at the hotel where Arlette spent a night with 
her exboy friend, how she was run ning out of the room when he started attacking 
her. We all  saw that moment that made us go back several mil len nia to the antiq
uity of the caves when man made her fall to the ground and dragged her sev eral 
meters, grab bing her by the hair. Quite a mod ern trog lo dyte. Those images were 
so out ra geous that a lot of peo ple felt inspired to go to the streets. As a result, the 
march in August of 2016 was one of the larg est in Lima’s his tory. However, unlike 
what hap pened in Argentina, the Ni Una Menos march in Peru failed to artic u late 
a real move ment. The res cue that López made of the thought and activ ism of Flora 
Tristán, by focus ing on the work ing class, seems essen tial to me to rethink Peruvian 
fem i nism. The oldest and most rec og nized fem i nist orga ni za tions in Peru are usu
ally more connected to the mid dle class, NGOs, and uni ver si ties, but not to pop u lar 
orga ni za tions.

Seeing the “dawn of fem i nism in real time” (6), as López points out, is linked 
to a need and a hun ger for com mu nity among women. During the Ni Una Menos 
march in Lima, an image stood out for me among the crowd of mobi lized bod ies, 
marching, shouting. There was a woman, prob a bly in her fifties, stand ing alone on 
the side walks, watching the march pass in front of her. She wasn’t walk ing, but 
she was next to a door—Was it her home? Her busi ness?—and she car ried a sign 
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that read: “I’ve always been alone, but now! I have a mil lion friends.” Beyond that 
mil lion peo ple walk ing, I have the vision of that lady and her poster: a pow er ful 
image that some thing was chang ing. That lady who no lon ger felt alone, per haps 
fac ing a life of abuse that she would have endured alone, or per haps she had felt 
that all  those peo ple could also walk by her side, that her lone li ness was fad ing and 
there was another way to con tinue liv ing. Who knows? But at that moment, she felt 
accom pa nied, she felt heard, she felt like she belonged to a com mu nity. At least for 
the hours the march lasted. This image reinforced for me the need to artic u late 
the Peruvian fem i nist move ment with the work ingclass one, as López empha sizes.

On the mat ter of repro duc tive and sex ual rights, López high lights the forced 
ster il i za tions dur ing Alberto Fujimori’s regime: more than three hun dred thou
sand women were ster il ized with out their con sent, and to date they have not 
received jus tice. A few days ago, the first of the hear ings on this case was about 
to be held, but it had to be suspended because no Que chua lan guage inter pret ers 
could be found to assist the vic tims. This reveals the colo nial roots of this dou ble 
exclu sion of Andean women, since the coor di na tes of race and class aggra vate their 
gen der sit u a tion. As López says, “We must con sider the com plex ity of con tem po
rary pro duc tion of vio lence, tak ing into account the patri ar chal rela tion ship with 
rac ism and classism. . . .  But we must keep in mind that there is a spe cific vio lence, 
incar nated as appro pri a tion and denial of auton omy, directed toward the female 
body as some thing to be pos sessed or destroyed, a ter ri tory to be col o nized” (36). 
This con sid er ation by López opens the pos si bil ity of think ing about a trans na tional 
fem i nism. In its rec og ni tion of the inter sec tions of rac ism and classism with gen
der, her con cep tual frame work invites the pos si bil ity of reflecting fur ther on the 
Peruvian sit u a tion, of which the case of forced ster il i za tions is a clear exam ple.

Another con crete exam ple of the cross overs between gen der, class, and race 
are the cases of sex ual vio lence per pe trated dur ing the years of the inter nal armed 
con flict in Peru (the 1980s and 1990s), when more than two thou sand cases of sex
ual abuse were per pe trated by the mil i tary and the Shining Path ter ror ists. Most of 
these vic tims were Que chuaspeak ing Andean women, in a sit u a tion of con stant 
vul ner a bil ity and precarity.

What López nar rates of what hap pened in Argentina after the increase in the 
rec og ni tion of sex ual and repro duc tive rights ech oes the Peruvian case. After the 
col lec tive out rage at the Ni Una Menos march, as cruel back lash, sev eral women 
were burned by their boy friends, expart ners, or other rel a tives. In Argentina, the 
cru elty of gen der vio lence wors ened; in the Peruvian case, the patri ar chy reacted 
by revolt ing with rage and using fire against women’s bod ies.

One of the clas sic slo gans of fem i nist marches is “We are the grand daugh ters 
of witches you weren’t able to burn,” which res cues that tra di tion of fire that has 
his tor i cally marked us women. The motto is repeated in all  countries, as a reminder 
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that our wishes rep re sent the trans gres sion of heteropatriarchy and that fire has 
been a way to con tain us. And so, the green and pur ple tides advance, a sce nario 
that is repeated in every Latin Amer i can coun try. But on one occa sion—which 
per haps could only hap pen pre cisely in Peru—I heard a maca bre reply: “We are 
the sons of the inquis i tors.” I heard that infa mous scream in Lima, at the begin
ning of August 2018. While the law to decrim i nal ize abor tion was being debated 
in Argentina, a group of women met in front of the embassy of that coun try to 
show sol i dar ity. Upon arrival, two groups faced each other, sep a rated by the police. 
On one side, fem i nist activ ists and sym pa thiz ers. On the other, a group made up 
mostly of young men, some car ry ing white flags with red crosses, shouting “Con 
mis hijos no te metas” (“Do not mess with my chil dren”). I thought there would be 
more women on that side, but no. Almost all  were men, young, with the faces of 
aged altar boys, almost devoid of plea sure, who glared at the women who cried for 
free dom and desire. Several had Bibles in hand. Others car ried rosa ries. And some 
of them shouted, “We are the sons of the inquis i tors.” They were not all  who were 
pres ent, but there were enough for the slo gan to be heard.

López’s con cep tu al i za tion of life pro vi des us with a frame work that goes 
beyond mere sur vival and includes cre a tiv ity and pol i tics in the spe cifi cs of Argen
tinian his tory. However, this expanded defi  ni tion of life does not take into con
sid er ation the rel e vance of reli gion, which is an impor tant point of anal y sis in 
the Peruvian case. I think the explo ra tion of this regional dif er ence could allow 
López’s anal y sis to be expanded. As the caboose in the rec og ni tion of women’s sex
ual and repro duc tive rights, the Peruvian case (and sev eral other cases across Latin 
America)—and its per sis tent colo nial struc tures of power—is fer tile ter ri tory on 
which to reflect on the strong influ ence of reli gion and the Cath o lic and Chris tian 
churches in the rela tions between body, repro duc tion, sex u al ity, and the dis po si
tion of plea sures.

Through Not One Less, López refers to the need to cre ate new lin e ages “as a 
new sub ject, the women cre ate their his tory and mother tongue—a leg acy of both 
exploi ta tion and dis obe di ence” (77). Breaking that inquis i tor lin e age—still so 
loud in Peru because of its colo nial leg acy—should be a piv otal pri or ity for Latin 
Amer i can fem i nisms.
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issue of Hostos Review ti tled “Contemporary Queer Writing in English and Span ish in the 
Americas” (2020). She was awarded the Sylvia Molloy Prize from LASA for aca demic pro
duc tion in gen der and sex u al ity stud ies.

Notes
1. López, Not One Less, 4. Hereafter cited parenthetically in the text.
2. Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, 5.
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