
C R IT IC A L T I M E S  |  3:3  |  D EC E M B E R  2020
DOI 10 .1215/26410478-8662400  |  © 2020 Lisa Hofmann-Kuroda et al.
This is an open ac cess ar ti cle dis trib uted un der the terms of a Creative Commons license (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0). 514

Excerpt from The Official Anti-Milo Toolkit
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abstract  The or ga niz ers of the Anti-Milo Toolkit aimed to con trib ute to a broader count er-move ment 
that would make it eas ier for uni ver sity campuses to chal lenge and de-plat form white su prem a cist and 
fas cist speak ers shel tered un der the aus pices of “free speech.” This toolkit gath ers in fo-tracts, syl la bi, 
flyer tem plates, and other ac tiv ist ma te ri als col lected and widely dis trib uted across campuses in prep
a ra tion to pro test Breitbart jour nal ist Milo Yiannopoulos’s 2016 “Dangerous Faggot Tour.” Yiannopoulos 
was slated to speak at thir teen col lege campuses in sup port of an alt-right plat form founded upon the 
weaponization of “free speech,” xe no pho bia, and transphobia. In ad di tion to pro vid ing ma te ri als for pro-
test, the au thors of the “Anti-Milo Toolkit” take crit i cal aim at ap pro pri a tion of lib er al-ac a demic vo cab-
u lar ies by right-wing groups and Yiannopoulos’s his tory of out ing trans and un doc u mented stu dents 
at his events, and call for wide spread ac tion against the spread of vi o lent rhet o ric targeting mar gin al-
ized com mu ni ties in or der to main tain the uni ver sity as a space of sanc tu ary. Because of its ac ces si bil ity 
via dig i tal chan nels and its wide range of short and read able pieces writ ten in a va ri ety of styles, and 
be cause of the col lec tive’s wide net work of or ga niz ing con nec tions, the kit cir cu lated very broad ly.

keywords  free speech, Milo Yiannopoulos, transphobia, xe no pho bia

Milo Yiannopoulos is a Breitbart jour nal ist and mem ber of the so-called alt-right,1 
a loosely af l i ated group mo bi lized largely through internet plat forms with far-
right ideologies tied to white na tion al ism, Islamophobia, an ti-fem i nism, ho mo-
pho bia, transphobia, and an ti-Sem i tism.

The name of his speak ing tour—“The Dangerous Faggot Tour”—which trav-
eled through thir teen US col lege campuses over the course of three months, brands 
itself on much of the same sen sa tion al ism that fueled the rise of Donald Trump: 
in flam ma tory rhet o ric couched in agg res sive rac ism, xe no pho bia, transphobia, 
ho mo pho bia, and Islamophobia.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/critical-tim
es/article-pdf/3/3/514/1542694/514hofm

annkuroda.pdf by guest on 24 April 2024



HO F M A N N-K U R O DA E T  A L. |  O F F I C I A L  A N T I - M I LO  TO O L K I T  |  515

SPECIA
L SECTIO

N
 

| 
Global Student Struggles in and against the University

Yiannopoulos re peat edly used his iden ti ties—as a white, for eign-born, gay 
man—to evade ac count abil ity for his vi o lent rhet o ric. And yet, he has lev er aged 
the re cent gains around trans gen der rights in the United States to ar gue that such 
gains are a “dis trac tion” from the rights of white gay men.2

He has also called for the in cite ment of phys i cal vi o lence against trans gen der 
wom en,3 has named Black Lives Matter, a group that calls at ten tion to the dis pro-
por tion ate num ber of Black Amer i cans killed by law en force ment, a “ter ror ist or ga-
ni za tion,” and has called fem i nism a “can cer” that must be oblit er at ed.

As he has trav eled through a num ber of uni ver sity campuses these past 
months, the level of vi o lence at his events has been es ca lat ing.

In De cem ber of 2016, Milo outed a trans gen der woman who was a stu dent at 
the University of Wisconsin and who had been ac tive in the push for gen der-neu tral 
bath rooms on cam pus.4 He projected her face and name onto a screen in front of 
hun dreds of peo ple, livestreamed the pro jec tion to his internet au di ence, and be lit-
tled and mocked her gen der iden ti ty. This resulted in a del uge of hate mail and her 
in abil ity to return to cam pus.

In mid-Jan u ary of 2017, Milo’s talk was shut down by ac tiv ists at the University 
of California, Davis, but not be fore large groups of neo-Na zis and white su prem-
a cists from around the state of California gath ered to net work with one an other 
at the event, cre at ing a po ten tially vi o lent and ex tremely un safe sit u a tion for the 
queer, gen der-nonconforming, and trans gen der stu dents in the crowd. Directly 
fol low ing the shut down of this event, stu dent ac tiv ists at the University of Califor-
nia, Davis, be gan re ceiv ing rape and death threats.5

In late Jan u ary of 2017, an an ti-rac ist or ga nizer protesting Milo’s talk at the 
University of Washington was shot by a white su prem a cist and left in crit i cal con-
di tion.6 Though his ac tions were com pletely un pro voked, the shooter was re leased 
by po lice cus tody on grounds of “self-de fense.”

In No vem ber of 2016, we be gan a multi-di rec tional email cam paign to con-
tact fac ulty and ad min is tra tion at the University of California, Berkeley, about the 
po ten tial for real phys i cal harm that Milo’s pres ence on cam pus would pose to the 
stu dent body, par tic u larly its most mar gin al ized mem bers—dis abled, trans gen der, 
stu dents of col or, Mus lim and un doc u mented stu dents.7

In Jan u ary of 2017, aft er a suc cess ful email cam paign, over one hun dred Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, fac ulty signed a let ter to the ad min is tra tion call-
ing for the can cel la tion of Yiannopoulos’s event, cit ing the il le gal ity of ha rass ment 
based on gen der iden tity (Title IX) which Yiannopoulos’s rhet o ric has re peat edly 
vi o lat ed.8 The ad min is tra tion re fused to can cel the event, cit ing that the right to 
free speech over rode dis crim i na tion and ha rass ment.

Yiannopoulos’s claim for free speech rights—a claim rat i fied by the Berkeley 
ad min is tra tion—is a ruse, a way to con fuse lib eral com men ta tors, and ul ti mate ly, 
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let’s not mince words, a cover for spread ing geno cidal pol i tics. This was made clear 
when, the day aft er their event at Davis was can celed, Milo’s sup port ers restaged 
the no to ri ous pep per spray in ci dent of 2011. In reenacting state vi o lence against 
stu dent pro test ers, Yiannopoulos and his sup port ers make very clear how much 
they value stu dents’ free dom of speech and bodily in teg rity (and re mind us of how 
patch ily such val ues have been up held by the same cam pus ad min is tra tors who 
now preach the doc trine of free speech über alles).

Despite such dis plays of vi o lence, Milo ap par ently con tin ues to fool some Free 
Speech Movement al um nis,9 who have come to treat free dom of speech as a re li-
gious im per a tive. In their re cent ed i to ri al, such al ums have noth ing to say about 
Milo’s rac ist abuse of Leslie Jones,10 or his gro tesque ha rass ment of a trans gen der 
stu dent at the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee, suggesting that the ed i to ri al-
ists have no way to crit i cally parse protected speech from ha rass ment. Their ed i-

F IG U R E 1.  The contributors of the Anti-Milo Toolkit used artist 
Annette Lemieux’s striking 1995 image to call protestors to organize 
against Milo Yiannopoulos’s transphobic and fascist campus tour. 
The original image titled “Left, Right, Left, Right” consists of thirty 
photolithographs—three copies each of ten images—which 
Lemieux sourced from journalistic documents dating from the 
1930s to the 1970s. The end product includes layers of photographs 
depicting a raised fist, belonging to various famous political and 
cultural figures, including Martin Luther King Jr., Richard Nixon, 
Jane Fonda, and Miss America, while many others are anonymous, 
including a preacher, a sailor, and community members. These 
compiled images held up on protest signs signify a demonstration 
and serve as a perfect gesture that connects the history and legacy 
of protest with the urgency of the present.
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to rial clearly il lus trates how free speech, if pur sued at the ex pense of a broader 
pro ject for so cial eman ci pa tion, sim ply ratifies and sanctifies existing hi er ar chies 
and mech a nisms of pow er, which con di tion what is  able to be said and done by 
whom and where.

The de mand for free speech only helps build dem o cratic pos si bil i ties in so-
far as it is ar tic u lated within the frame work of a broader push for so cial equal ity 
and eman ci pa tion (as, for ex am ple, in the Industrial Workers of the World ear ly-
twen ti eth cen tury cam paigns for the right to give speeches in pub lic, or in the Free 
Speech Movement itself, which gained trac tion only through its as so ci a tion with 
the civil rights move ment).

Countering Milo and the alt-right re quires an abil ity to crit i cally as sess the 
ways in which the vo cab u lary of lib er al-ac a demic dis course is cur rently be ing co-
opted by ex treme right-wing groups in or der to le git i mate and fur ther a plat form of 
geno cide and ter ror against his tor i cally mar gin al ized groups. Rather than cling to 
lib eral ideologies that fail to place the rhet o ric of rights within his tor i cally spe cific 
frame works, we must take a strong stance against the le git i mat ion and nor mal i za-
tion of ha rass ment, hate speech, and phys i cal vi o lence—a trend that is al ready well 
un der way in the cur rent Trump ad min is tra tion.

We must hold the uni ver sity ac count able to its pledge to re main a sanc tu ary 
for com mu ni ties that have been his tor i cally un der as sault by those in pow er. We 
can con tinue this work by not allowing space for the spread of vi o lence.

LISA HOFMANN-KURODA is a scholar of mod ern Jap a nese and Jap a nese diasporic lit-
er a ture from the late nineteenth cen tury to the pres ent, with in ter ests in the his tory of 
sci ence, queer the o ry, trans na tion al ism, and crit i cal race the o ry. She re ceived her PhD 
in 2018 from the University of California, Berkeley, and was a post doc toral fel low at 
Harvard University from 2018 to 2019.

BEEZER DE MARTELLY is a white or ga nizer based in the Bay Area. They are an alum 
of the University of California, Berkeley, and their cur rent or ga niz ing fo cuses on wealth 
re dis tri bu tion, Indigenous sov er eign ty, Black lib er a tion, and jus tice for un housed peo ple.

JULIA HAVARD is a dis abled queer femme and PhD can di date in per for mance stud ies at 
the University of California, Berkeley, with a des ig nated em pha sis in gen der and wom en’s 
stud ies. Her schol ar ly, ac tiv ist, and per for mance work deals with sex ual cul ture as a site 
of world-mak ing and world-break ing, em bed ded in intersecting ex pe ri ences of race, gen-
der, queer ness, and dis abil i ty.

AMANDA ARMSTRONG is an as sis tant pro fes sor of his tory at Fordham University. As 
a grad u ate stu dent at the University of California, Berkeley, she was in volved in stu dent 
and worker move ments against pri vat iza tion and po lice vi o lence.
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JULIET ROSE KUNKEL is a PhD stu dent in the School of Education at the University of 
California, Berkeley, study ing how log ics and struc tures of school ing re pro duce sys tems 
of op pres sion.

SARAH LOUISE COWAN is an as sis tant pro fes sor of art his tory at DePauw University. 
She researches mod ern and con tem po rary art of the Americas with a fo cus on the Af ri-
can di as po ra.
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