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1388 Sa far
S L A V S  A n d  TATA R S

The Berlin-based arts col lec tive Slavs and Ta tars was com mis sioned by the École 
des Beaux Arts to pro duce a piece com mem o rat ing the fif i eth an ni ver sary of the 
gen eral strike and stu dent pro tests that took over France in May 1968. Their piece 
ti tled 1388 Sa far includes an im age of the River Seine over laid with a bill board that 
includes the num ber 1388 in the Hijri cal en dar (1968). In an eye-catch ing green and 
yel low ban ner that dis rupts the for ward-mov ing traf c of cars in the back drop, the 
im age serves as a vi sual ges ture that calls at ten tion to the un told nar ra tives of Is lam 
in France. While the Seine is com monly re ferred to as an iconic em blem of Pari-
sian cul tural iden ti ty, it also car ries the elided his tory of Oc to ber 17, 1961 (oth er-
wise known as the Paris Massacre of 1961), when French po lice mur dered Algerian 
pro tes tors dur ing the Algerian War and threw them into the riv er. By over lay ing 
the num ber 1968 in the Hijri cal en dar onto the im age of the Seine, Slavs and Ta tars 
weave Oc to ber 1961 and the his tory of Algerians into the com mem o ra tion of the 
Paris pro tests in 1968 as com mod i fied cul tural mem o ry. Afer many years of cen-
sor ship and de ni al, the French gov ern ment only ac knowl edged the events in 1998, 
with out yet expressing con dem na tion of the po lice or tak ing po lit i cal re spon si bil-
i ty. The French na tional au thor i ties’ con tin ued lack of ac count abil ity and re fusal to 
rec og nize the mas sa cre of 1961 have lef de tails concerning death tolls un clear to 
this day. Ongoing re search es ti ma tes that ap prox i ma tely three hun dred Algerian 
pro tes tors died, marking one of the darkest mo ments in France’s co lo nial his to ry.

SLAVS AND TATARS is an arts col lec tive and a fac tion of po lem ics and in ti ma cies 
de voted to the area east of the for mer Berlin Wall and west of the Great Wall of China, 
known as Eurasia. The col lec tive’s prac tice is based on three ac tiv i ties: ex hi bi tions,  
pro duc ing books, and de liv er ing lec ture-per for mances.
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F IG U R E 1.  Slavs and Tatars, 1388 Safar (2018). Digital print on PVC, 24  ×  35 cm. Installation view at École 
des Beaux-Arts, Paris.
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