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“Merde Alors!”
A Neo-Fascist Daddy Is Marching on Brussels

L O R E N Z O  B E R N I N I

abstract  In re cent his to ry, Italy has re peat edly emerged as a suc cess ful lab o ra tory for po lit i cal ex per
iments.AfterWWI,Fascismwas inventedtherebyMussolini,and itquicklyspreadacrossEurope. In
the1990s,BerlusconianticipatedTrump’sentrepreneurialpopulism.Today,thereisariskthatItalywill
onceagainperformtheroleofapoliticalavant-garde:thatitwillexporttoEuropeasovereignpopulism
ofanewkindthat isnonetheless incontinuitywithdisquietingfeaturesoftheworstpast.Theessay
performsaclosereadingoftheprogrammaticspeechthatMinisterofHomeAffairsandDeputyPrime
MinisterofItalyMatteoSalvinideliveredinJuly2018atthethirty-secondannualgatheringoftheLega
party.Itsaimistodetectthepresenceinitofthepoliticsofabjection(JudithButler),a“Fascistarchetype”
(UmbertoEco)thataffectsbothracializedandnon-heterosexualpeople.
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This man worked for the car ni val, you dig? And to start with it was like a nov elty ven-
tril o quist act. After a while, the ass started talking on its own. He would go in with out 
any thing pre pared . . .  and his ass would ad-lib and toss the gags back at him ev ery time. 
Then it de vel oped sort of teethlike . . .  lit tle raspy incurving hooks and started eat ing. 
He thought this was cute at first and built an act around it . . .  but the ass hole would eat 
its way through his pants and start talking on the street . . .  shouting out it wanted equal 
rights. It would get drunk, too, and have cry ing jags. Nobody loved it . . .
—William S. Burroughs, Naked Lunch

Warning
These pages stink. Their con tent is highly in ap pro pri ate. To a sen si tive read er, this 
ar ti cle might sound ob scene and dis gust ing. And in deed it is: the anal drive gov-
erns its anal y sis. It is al so, I hope, bit terly hi lar i ous: its tone is de lib er ately iron ic, or 
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rather sar cas tic. My hope is that the reader might find it pos si ble to grin in the face 
of a very dra matic sit u a tion (our pres ent), or even ex pe ri ence a masochistic en joy-
ment of be ing in volved in mor ally un bear able po lit i cal pro cess es.

Critical the ory can some times con vey a false sense of safe dis tance from the 
ob ject scru ti nized: the sub jects of crit i cal the ory oft en remove or de tach them-
selves from the phe nom ena that they crit i cize. On the con trary, the sub ject who 
wrote this ar ti cle does not—I do not—feel safe at all , or in no cent at all , but pro-
foundly enmeshed in the psy cho-po lit i cal pro cesses of re pres sion and fore clo sure 
that far-right rhet o rics ex ac er bate with ab jec tion, but which con sti tu tively shape 
the imag i nary and af ec tive struc tur ing of the so cial. We are all  im pli cated in the 
dirty and messy thing itself (the po lit i cal): this is what I aim not only to dem on strate 
but also to dis play or per form. Because of this in volve ment, we are re spon si ble, and 
if we still rec og nize the val ues of the left and de moc ra cy, we have to re spond.

In the back ground of the text, read ers will sense an en gage ment with a set of 
timely ques tions: what do we mean by far-right pop u lism? What re la tion ships can be 
traced be tween these new po lit i cal forms and right-wing move ments and parties 
from the past? Are we fac ing the risk that Fascism and to tal i tar i an ism will make a 
come back, or are we confronting an au thor i tar ian turn in the neo lib eral gov er nance 
of the world that is rad i cally new? My aim is nei ther to of er de fin i tive an swers to these 
ques tions nor to up date the po lit i cal the ory of forms of gov ern ment but rather to ofer 
an ex am ple of crit i cal rhe tor i cal anal y sis. This es say will scru ti nize the com mu ni ca-
tion strat egy of a par tic u lar far-right pop u list par ty, the Ital ian Lega un der Matteo 
Salvini’s lead er ship, in or der to un der stand a way of imag in ing and constructing the 
po lit i cal that cir cu lates in the con tem po rary pub lic sphere: in Italy but not only in 
Italy, and in Europe but not only in Europe. The nar ra tive will de velop as a se ries of 
flows or an as sem blage. It will fol low the rep e ti tions, con tra dic tions, swerves, ap prox-
i ma tions, eu phe misms, dou ble-binds, dou ble entendres, sub texts, coded mes sages, 
and Freud ian slips of a mode of rea son ing that is far from rea son able. But a rea son ing 
that is nev er the less work ing ef  ca ciously to the end of ag re gat ing a na tional peo ple 
against a trans na tional elite, mixing tra di tional “ideo log i cal glues” of the Right (re li-
gion, rac ism, sexist chau vin ism, and ho mo-trans-bi-pan-pho bia) in a new schmaltzy 
rhet o ric of “love” that be fits new forms of com mu ni ca tion in post-pa tri ar chal and neo-
lib eral times.

Psychoanalytic categories will be used to gether with in ter pre tive con cepts 
taken from an ti co lo nial and queer the o ries. Sugestions will be taken from lit er a-
ture and film. The aim is to ex plore how sex ual fan ta sies af ect the po lit i cal sphere, 
pro duc ing dis tinc tions be tween “us” and “them,” be tween friends and en e mies, 
be tween hu mans and those less than “hu man”: ab ject sub jects in clud ing mi grants, 
Roma, and other racialized and non-het ero sex ual peo ple whom the “trans na-
tional elite” is ac cused of championing. In sum, this is a par ti san con tri bu tion that 
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op poses the spread of a far-right rhet o ric by interpreting it not as Fascist but as 
neo-Fascist. That is, as a pop u list com mu ni ca tion of a new kind that is none the-
less in con ti nu ity with dis qui et ing fea tures of the worst past: per me ated by Fascist 
ar che types updated in or der to be fit so cial me dia and shape a neo lib eral po lit i cal 
mar ket ing dif er ent from his tor i cal Fascism’s pro pa gan da, but nev er the less Fascist 
for its an ti-dem o crat ic, il lib er al, and dis crim i na tory char ac ter.

As a con se quence, this es say in ten tion ally runs the risk of be ing itself rhe-
tor i cal: not just as a de scrip tion of a new po lit i cal phe nom e non, but as a call to 
ac tion and for re sis tance to the return of a past that has never ceased to haunt us. 
Whether it is ef ec tive in un der stand ing Salvinism and per sua sive in op pos ing it in 
Italy and neo-Fascist pop u lism else where, each reader is of course free to de cide.

1. Swearing
Loosely trans lat ed, the phrase means “holy crap” or “holy shit.” It is the ex pres sion 
of dis agree ment that Jean Asselborn, Minister of Foreign Afairs of Luxembourg, 
addressed to Matteo Salvini, Minister of Home Afairs and Deputy Prime Minister 
of Italy: Merde alors. The set ting was the Eu ro pean meet ing on im mi gra tion held 
in Vienna on Sep tem ber 14, 2018. It was a meet ing held be hind closed doors, and 
Asselborn was not aware of be ing recorded with a mo bile phone. As soon as the 
vid eo, uploaded on the web, went vi ral, he ac cused Salvini of deploying “the meth-
ods of the Fascists from the thirties.” About three weeks ear li er, the Ital ian pol-
i ti cian and phi los o pher Massimo Cacciari had also had an out burst. The Ital ian 
gov ern ment, represented by Salvini as its Minister of Home Afairs, had de cided 
to close ports to res cue ships for mi grants, and dur ing a tele vi sion in ter view, Cac-
ciari had stat ed: “In the cur rent sit u a tion, who ever is not ashamed and out raged 
is a piece of shit.”1 More than mere co in ci dences, these two in el e gant state ments 
made by such mem bers of the dem o cratic and lib eral Eu ro pean in tel li gent sia as 
Asselborn and Cacciari are symp toms of an ex as per ated sit u a tion. In a world where 
Trump, Putin, Erdogan, and Bolsonaro are in pow er, and sovereigntist parties such 
as Orban’s Fidesz and Salvini’s Lega are on the rise, those who still hold onto (or 
those who still de lude them selves into hold ing on to?) the hu man i tar ian vo ca tion of 
Europe find relief from their per ceived pow er less ness through the act of swear ing.

If we fo cus not just on the form of Asselborn’s speech act, but on its spe cific 
con tent, and if we put it in con tact with the sub se quent charge of Fascism that he 
addressed to Salvini, we can try to push the in ter pre ta tion a bit fur ther. The ut ter-
ance was not a ge neric curse, but an ex cre men tal one—one that con flat ed, mo men-
tar i ly, the two or i fices used for nu tri tion and for def e ca tion, also two fun da men tal 
erog e nous zones. If we were to play a free-as so ci a tion game, we might say that Assel-
born got so ir ri tated by Salvini at the Vienna meet ing that he ended up spit ting shit 
out of his mouth. Or, to bor row an im age from a mov ie, we might say that Assel-
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born turned into a talking anus, like the one depicted by Da vid Cronenberg2 in the 
shape of a bug in his ad ap ta tion of William Burroughs’s mile stone Naked Lunch.3 
One might also re call an other film, Pier Paolo Pasolini’s al le gory of Fascism Salò, 
or the 120 Days of Sod om4: in par tic u lar, the fi nal scene of the film’s sec ond in fer nal 
“cir cle,” “The Circle of Shit.” As Leo Bersani and Ulysse Dutiot write in their aptly 
ti tled ar ti cle, “Merde alors,”5 the scene fea tur ing the ban quet of fe ces is a “re veal ing 
mo ment” that dis closes key dy nam ics in the bru tal sex ual dic ta tor ship con ceived 
by the Marquis de Sade un der Louis XIV’s king dom in France and trans posed by 
Pasolini to Italy un der the Ital ian Social Republic (the mil i tary re gime im posed by 
Mussolini on Northern Ital ian ter ri to ries when they were oc cu pied by the Ger man 
ar my, from Sep tem ber 1943 to April 1945).6 Despite us ing one of the commonest 
slurs in the French lan guage, Asselborn’s state ment per haps rep re sents a “re veal ing 
mo ment” as well: it con nects Fascism and Leghism with a spe cific kind of sa dism 
in which anal en joy ment (or jouissance) rep re sents the ta boo, the re pressed, and the 
ob scene se cret. This “rev e la tion” might even con fer a new mean ing on the hashtag 
that has been used against the leader of the Lega: #salvinimerda (#salvinishit).

As soon as he took of ce in the Ministry of Home Afairs in May 2018, Salvini 
an nounced that he would carry out a cen sus of Roma peo ple in Italy—an eth nic i ty-
based cen sus that, for tu nate ly, Italy’s an ti fas cist Constitution for bids. Additionally, 
he expressed his re gret that he could not de prive Ital ian Roma of their cit i zen ship: 
“Unfortunately, you must keep Ital ian Roma here at home,” he said.7 His use of the 
ad verb un for tu nate ly here, though, should not mis lead us: liv ing in a home haunted by 
un wanted pres ences is a nec es sary part of his po lit i cal pro ject. This is con firmed by 
the piv otal “se cu rity decree” passed in Oc to ber 20188 and, according to sur veys, much 
wel comed by Ital ian cit i zens. The intended goal of the decree, like that of the im pos-
si ble Roma cen sus, is the ex pul sion of so-called “il le gal mi grants” based on a “zero 
tol er ance” dis ci plin ary log ic. Given the ex treme dif  culty of prac tic ing forced repatri-
ations, how ev er, the ac tual logic be hind the decree is that of a dou ble bind:9 it has been 
es ti mated that the num ber of “il le gal mi grants” will in crease by around three hun dred 
thou sand in the next three years.10 On the con trary, the num ber of dis em bar ka tions 
had de creased dur ing the pre vi ous cen ter-left gov ern ment, which funded the Lib-
yan po lice forces—the ones that im prison mi grants in camps where, as the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Raad al-Hussein, reported in No vem ber 2017, 
ex tor tions, beat ings, tor tures, and rapes hap pen reg u lar ly. “Out of sight, out of mind” 
was the re frain of the pre vi ous Minister of Home Afairs, Marco Minniti. The strat egy 
of his suc ces sor, Salvini, is in stead to keep peo ple’s sights and minds well fo cused on a 
so cial emer gency that does not ex ist. He in deed needs the pres ence on the Ital ian ter ri-
tory of sub jects who have to be ex pelled but are not re ally ex pel la ble, in or der to di rect Ital ian 
peo ple’s sa dism onto these sub jects. This is why he makes proc la ma tions against Roma 
peo ple, closes ports, ap proves a se cu rity decree that pro duces in se cu ri ty, and so forth.
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At the Vienna meet ing, in or der to un der score the for eign ness of Af ri can 
mi grants to Ital ians’ “civ i lized” life style, Salvini char ac ter ized the for mer in terms 
that are un ac cept able for our lib eral con scious ness: that is, in terms of slav ery 
in stead of paid work. These are the words that out raged Asselborn:

I heard some col leagues say that we need mi grants be cause the Eu ro pean pop u la tion 
is ag ing. My opin ion is dif er ent. I think I have been placed in gov ern ment and am paid 
in or der to help our youth have as many chil dren as they used to have some years ago. I 
am not here to erad i cate the best of Af ri can youth in or der to re place the Eu ro pean youth 
who can not af ord hav ing chil dren. This might be the need in Luxembourg, but in Italy 
we need to help our chil dren to have other chil dren, and not to have new slaves to sup-
plant the chil dren we no lon ger have.11

Obviously, Salvini avoids men tion ing that the rea son mi grants do not have ac cess 
to reg u lar jobs re sides in the Ital ian le gal sys tem (and the Eu ro pean law sys tem as 
well, pace Asselborn and Cacciari), which he him self is mak ing stricter and more 
con tra dic to ry. Apart from this omis sion, what is most strik ing in his rea son ing is 
its slip page from de mog ra phy to the realm of work. For him, the pos si bil ity of a 
mixed-race Eu ro pean pop u la tion is un ac cept able to such an ex tent that the role he 
imag ines for Af ri can mi grants in an ag ing Europe can not be that of new Eu ro pean 
cit i zens who make chil dren, but rather that of slaves, with no cit i zen ship and no 
rights, who work at the ser vice of Eu ro pean cit i zens. Such a dis cur sive slip page 
clarifies the eu phe mis tic and hyp o crit i cal na ture of the phras ing that Salvini ini-
tially used. He said “the best of Af ri can youth.” But what he re ally meant all  along 
was “the Af ri can slaves, the Af ri can scum that in no case shall mix with Eu ro pe ans.”

Asselborn’s re ply, in con trast, was ab so lutely flaw less on the level of ar gu men-
ta tive log ic. He reminded Salvini that Ital ians have been mi grants them selves (ac tu-
al ly, they con tinue to be mi grants now a days, and ex ten sive ly).12 Migrants, not slaves, 
who guaranteed their fam i lies’ sur vival with their re mit tances: “In Luxembourg, 
dear Sir, we had thou sands of Ital ians who came to work, mi grants who allowed you 
in Italy to have money for your chil dren.” Then, clashing with the clear ar gu men-
ta tive logic of these words, the slur erupted: “Merde alors!” This did not clinch the 
ar gu ment, but threw it into an abyss of sig ni fi ca tion: into the black hole of en joy-
ment, which Cronenberg rep re sents as a bug, to which Sade and Pasolini ded i cate 
a ban quet—the black hole that it is now time to en ter. Merde alors: hold your nose.

2. Slaves and Children
In Salvini’s in ter ven tion in Vienna, the ref er ence to gen er a tional suc ces sion and 
re pro duc tion is not ex cep tion al. Nor is the ref er ence to slav ery. Together with con-
tra dic tion and eu phe mism, the dou ble bind and the dou ble entendre, these are 
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 typical tropes in his cur rent rhet o ric. In or der to un der stand this rhet o ric, a ret ro-
spec tive glance at the fast evo lu tion the po lit i cal leader went through in just a de cade 
can be use ful. At the be gin ning of his po lit i cal ca reer, his mes sages were mainly 
hei nous, ag res sive, and vul gar. “The Lega Nord has a hard-on [ce l’ha du ro]” was 
the fa mous slo gan by Umberto Bossi, the men tor of Salvini, founder of the par ty, 
and ad vo cate of the se ces sion of Northern Italy—the imag i nary “Padania”—from 
the rest of the coun try. And Salvini reproduced Bossi’s chau vin ist man ners to taunt 
Southern Ital ians. At the an nual gath er ing of the party in Pontida13 in June 2009, 
for in stance, he sang: “Something stinks, even the dogs are run ning: it’s Ne a pol-
i tans com ing. . . .  Naples shit [Napoli merda], Naples chol era, you make all  Italy 
feel ashamed.”14 And again, in Oc to ber 2012, he stated that only the North of Italy 
de served to be long to Europe, whereas the South “can not af ord the euro and should 
have a dif er ent cur ren cy.”15 In the past six years, wa ter has been flowing un der the 
bridge: Salvini turned the Lega Nord (the Northern League) into just the Lega (the 
League); he won votes from Southern Ital ians; and, to gether with the pop u list and 
pu ta tively “post-ideo log i cal” party called the 5 Star Movement, he formed a co a li-
tion gov ern ment that risked in cur ring an in fringe ment from the Eu ro pean Com-
mission against the whole of Italy.16 Above all , dur ing this time, Salvini replaced 
Ne a pol i tans with other po lem i cal tar gets, and he learned that po lemic alone is not 
enough: for the sake of votes, it may be con ve nient to ap pear as vic tims rather than 
per pe tra tors.17 His cur rent rhet o ric is a suc cess ful mix of fear and rage, re as sur-
ance and hope, and he con veys these am biv a lent feel ings through eu phe misms, 
coded mes sages, and con tra dic tory ar gu ments, of which we have al ready ex am ined 
an ex am ple. Additionally, Salvini aban doned the guise of the independentist ag i ta-
tor and started wear ing more hum ble clothes: dur ing pub lic speeches and in ter-
views or in the many vid eos he posts on so cial me dia—wear ing sweat shirts and 
un der shirts, and even displaying his chubby bare chest—he talks “like a dad.” This 
is Salvini’s new po lit i cal mask: the big boy, once naugh ty, has now set tled down 
and started a fam i ly. As a dad, he is now wor ried about the fu ture of his chil dren. 
A quin tes sen tial ex am ple of his new rhet o ric is the pro gram matic speech that he 
de liv ered in July 2018 at the thir ty-sec ond an nual gath er ing of the Lega in Pontida, 
the slo gan of which was “good sense in gov ern ment.”18 This speech will be the fo cus 
of this ar ti cle, since it pro vi des a key ex am ple of the con tem po rary far-right’s com-
mu ni ca tion strat egy and its re la tion ship with the Fascist pro pa ganda of the past.

Following Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Moufe, but also Pierre Rosanvallon19 
(and the three are just dif er ent ex am ples of a much broader de bate in po lit i cal 
the o ry), we can de fine pop u lism as a var i a tion of de moc racy in which the feel ing 
of be long ing to the po lit i cal com mu nity is expressed in neg a tive terms of re jec-
tion rather than in pos i tive terms of ad he sion. What char ac ter izes the ar gu men ta-
tive struc ture of pop u lism is not a spe cific ideology, but the op po si tion be tween a 
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 people and an elite—with the lat ter ac cused of ig nor ing the needs of the for mer. 
The pop u list char ac ter of his “goodsensical” gov ern ment emerges in its clearest 
shape in the speech that Salvini de liv ered in Pontida.20 Here the elite is portrayed 
as a cul ti vat ed, lib er al, left ist, and pro-Eu ro pean ca bal. It cer tainly includes Assel-
born and Cacciari: “snob bish” and “rad i cal chic” in tel lec tu als liv ing in their “at tics,” 
sit ting on com fort able “arm chairs,” to gether with jour nal ists filled with envy (in 
Ital ian slang “rosiconi”), who dare show their worries about the suc cess of the Lega.21 
While the “peo ple” is nei ther a spe cific so cial group nor a class, it does not in clude 
the less af u ent or the less cul ti vat ed, nor does it cor re spond solely to the work ers 
(the tie be tween the Lega and en tre pre neurs from the Ital ian North re mains stead-
fast). It is nei ther a con glom er ate of cor po ra tions nor the re sult of a ra tio nal pact 
be tween in di vid u als. In Salvini’s rhet o ric, “the peo ple” is first and fore most “a col-
lec tion of fam ily units” made of “self-absorbed cou ples with their kids,” as in Valerie 
Solanas’s de pic tion of pa tri ar chal so ci ety in SCUM Manifesto.22 In a sense, Salvini’s 
“peo ple” does con sti tute a fam ily of sorts: “This is not a party gath er ing, this is not 
a ral ly. This is a Sun day fam ily meet ing, a day of com mu nion and com mu ni ty. . . .  
Each of you is my brother and my sis ter. The chil dren of each of you are my chil dren.”

As in the most tra di tional fam i lies, the fa ther and hus band speaks on be half of 
his chil dren and wife: he takes for granted that they agree with him. Yet Salvini’s 
tone is not au thor i tar ian or im pe ri ous, but sen ti men tal and al tru is tic. Although he 
claims fa ther hood to ward ev ery one, he does not por tray him self as a pa tri arch, as 
the fa ther of the fa thers and moth ers in the au di ence, but as a fa ther among fa thers 
and moth ers, whom he ad dresses as broth ers and sis ters, al most like a dea con cel-
e brat ing a rite. His ser mon opens with a trib ute to Gianluca Bonanno, a Leghist 
mem ber of the Eu ro pean par lia ment who died in a car ac ci dent, and to “all  our 
friends who,” like him, “passed away”: Salvini comes down from the stage to hug 
Bonanno’s moth er, and the two of them kiss the “tree of life” that Bossi planted 
years ago in mem ory of dead Leghist militants. And his ser mon ends with the 
leader hold ing a ro sa ry:23 “I al ways carry it with me: an exploited woman made it,” 
he ex plains, and then adds, “that woman could very well be Nigerian or Ital ian.”24 In 
this way, Salvini por trays him self as a pi ous and mer ci ful fa ther who does not for-
get the dead and the need i est, even the Nigerians, es pe cially when they are women 
to be saved from sex traf ck ing.25 (Do not be de ceived by this. Remember that in 
Vienna, Salvini first addressed Af ri can mi grants as “the best of Af ri can youth” and 
then called them “slaves.” I will return to this kind of dis cur sive move.)

Or rath er, I have to cor rect my self: he does not por tray him self strictly as a 
“fa ther.” As I noted be fore, Salvini por trays him self more as a “dad.” He does not 
ad dress a peo ple made of moth ers and fa thers, but one made of moms and dads, 
that is, a peo ple com pris ing par ents looked at from the per spec tive of chil dren 
de mand ing at ten tion, con tain ment, and pro tec tion. In this way, Salvini ac ti vates 
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a gen er a tional short cir cuit, be com ing dad and child at once: he is both reassur-
ing and endearing; he of ers pro tec tion while ask ing for it.26 His tone is steady, 
bal anced, vir ile—a mas ter class in style com pared to Asselborn’s and Cacciari’s 
 outbursts—but the most fe ro cious con tents of his po lit i cal pro gram are con veyed 
in a ten der and even schmaltzy man ner: “to for get all  com pas sion for mur der ers and 
rap ists,” to equip po lice with elec tric tasers, to close ports to ships aiding mi grants. 
All such mea sures are equiv a lent to “work ing to wards a bet ter, cheer ful, and smil-
ing Italy.” Each ar gu ment takes a re pres sive, pu ni tive shape; and yet Salvini does 
not take up the role of the ir re spon si ble ma cho man any lon ger, nor the role of the 
au thor i tar ian fa ther. Instead, he takes up the role of the good-hearted dad. Often-
times he states that he is not pro pelled by re venge, an ger, or hate, but by love: “I see 
love here,” he says of the Lega ral ly, “I see no en vy, no jeal ou sy.”27 He then quotes 
Cath o lic poet Davide Rondoni and ex plains that “love is the task of the fear less.”28

This way, the feel ing of love, un der stood less in terms of an ex ces sive and 
ex cep tional burn ing pas sion than in its more or di nary con no ta tions, cov ers in pink 
the elec toral slo gan of the Lega: “Ital ians first.”29 Because, when he quotes Rondoni, 
who says that lov ers are fear less, Salvini means that some thing worth fearing does 
ex ist—or rath er, some one: some one who must be left out of the Ital ian peo ple gath-
ered un der the lov ing em brace of the Lega.30 What is fright en ing is not the elite, 
the clique of pro-Eu ro pean in tel lec tu als and jour nal ists, but other sub jects who are 
sup pos edly protected and championed by these elites. Salvini takes a de tour in his 
speech, but he even tu ally reaches the con clu sion that ev ery one in the au di ence is 
expecting from him. What’s fright en ing is “that filth called the Ma fia, the Camorra, 
and the ’Ndrangheta.” “Filth” that is “filthy” (schifezze che fanno schifo), he says, 
re dun dant ly, while prom is ing that, with “cour age,” he will “erad i cate them from 
our coun try.”31 This “filth” is im me di ately connected to other “filth”: for crim i nal 
or ga ni za tions like the Ma fia and the Camorra, he an nounces, “the party is over” (la 
pacchia è finita), just as it is over for the “smug lers of hu man be ings.”32 The lat ter 
ex pres sion re curs in Salvini’s com mu ni ca tions: it is the slo gan used to jus tify the 
clo sure of ports to res cue ships, and it is one that the au di ence knows well, just as 
it knows that the ul ti mate ref er ents of “filth” are not Ma fia-aligned smug lers but 
their boat loads of suf er ing hu man be ings. This is the last link in the met o nymic 
chain drawn by Salvini. What he means is that “the party is over for mi grants”: they 
are fright en ing and filthy; they are the en e mies of the peo ple, protected by the pro-
Eu ro pean elites.

The tone is lit er ally bel lig er ent: Salvini does not for get to com mem o rate the 
an ni ver sary of the end of the First World War. “Our grand fa thers and their own 
grand fa thers,” he pro claims, died to de fend the bor ders of the Ital ian na tion.33 It 
is thus time to get back to defending these bor ders—with cour age, pride, and of 
course with love:
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Here we have peo ple who love, peo ple who got their pride back. . . .  I would not be 
 able to look at my self in the mir ror if I were not us ing the twen ty-four hours a day that 
God pro vi des me with to de fend the his tory of this coun try. And I can tell you that right 
now, for the third time in one month, there is a ship filled with slaves which is not dock-
ing in Italy but is go ing else where. Elsewhere! (Emphasis added)

Here the ar gu ment that Salvini sum ma rizes in the Vienna meet ing is fully de vel-
oped. Not women and men, but fam i lies made of women and men, of moms and 
dads, must gather un der the love of the Lega’s peo ple, blessed by its God and its 
mar tyrs—a peo ple which is itself a fam i ly. Together, they can find the cour age to 
de fend their chil dren from those threat en ing them, who are both fear some and 
“filthy”: not only the snob bish elit ists and Ma fia-aligned crim i nals and smug-
glers, but also the slaves car ried on their boats (sex ual slaves and traf cked women 
in clud ed?). Slavery: not a eu phe mism in this case, but a dys phe mism that des ig na-
tes, in Pontida as well as in Vienna, Af ri can mi grants with their black skin, made 
into the rep re sen ta tives of all  mi grants.

3. The Wrong Hole
We can thus con sider Salvini’s per for mance in Vienna as a re prise of his an ti-
migrant rhet o ric, but only par tial ly. Unlike the short speech in Vienna, the lon ger 
in ter ven tion in Pontida as sem bles other en e mies sup pos edly protected by Eu ro-
pean elites along side mi grants, who are de scribed through both cul tural and pop-
cul tural ref er ences. They too are filthy, as filthy as Ne a pol i tans used to be in the 
past. But they are not Roma. Their en trance is “spon sored” by Coca-Cola, the drink 
that epit o mizes US im pe ri al ism, which Salvini con trasts with Ital ian ol ive oil. Even 
more cu ri ous ly, as a way into this new ar gu ment, Salvini points to the work of phi-
los o pher Simone Weil:

Simone Weil used to say that duties come be fore rights: this is some thing those who 
have been liv ing in Italy for a long time now, and es pe cially those who will come to mor-
row, have to keep in mind. . . .  And speak ing of im mi gra tion: Simone Weil her self, who 
can’t defi  nitely be charged with pop u lism, sovereigntism, Fascism, rac ism, Na zism, or 
Martianism, as we usu ally are, wrote that ev ery thing that up roots hu man be ings or 
pre vents them from put ting down roots is a crim i nal act. This is what Brussels, Berlin, 
and Paris have been try ing to do in the past years. Uprooting us. Erasing women and 
men in or der to have num bers and con sum ers. At the ser vice of mul ti na tional cor po-
ra tions such as Coca-Cola, which spon sor pride pa rades in our cit ies to con quer new 
con sum ers. Someone then comes to tell us that Coca-Cola is health ier than Ital ian ol ive 
oil. They should drink it if they like it so much! I pre fer ol ive oil. I pre fer the prod ucts of 
my sea and my land. (Emphasis added)
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Olive oil, ob vi ous ly, can not be con sumed in the same way as a spar kling bev er age 
(please, do not try this at home, un less you need a lax a tive). But it is clear by now 
that nei ther log i cal se quence nor full in tel li gi bil ity is among Salvini’s pri or i ties. On 
the con trary, his in ter ven tions in clude sub texts that only small cir cles of his sup-
port ers can un der stand. His ten den tious ref er ence to The Need for Roots by Weil,34 
a phi los o pher of Jew ish or i gin who converted to Chris tian ity and cer tainly can’t 
be charged with Fascism or Na zism, as Salvini points out, be comes fully leg i ble 
only when it is read along side two other pas sages in the speech. After recalling 
Bonanno in his open ing, Salvini cel e brates the elec toral suc cess of the Lega by 
of er ing an aph o rism: “If you can dream it, you can do it.” The al leged au thor of this 
motto is Walt Disney, the vi sion ary fa ther of an i mated fea ture films whose past, 
de spite his whole some im age, is rather am big u ous: con tro ver sies around Disney’s 
an ti-Sem i tism and his al leged sym pa thy for National Socialism are still on go ing.35 
At the end of the speech, in an ef ort to reafrm that the scope of the new Lega 
ex tends be yond Northern Italy, Salvini enu mer ates the flags be ing waved among 
the au di ence: he ac knowl edges the Venetian flag with the lion of Saint Mark, many 
re gional flags of Italy, that of Putin’s Russia and even—this is key—that of the State 
of Is ra el.36 Along with his ear lier ref er ence to Weil, these ref er ences to Ju da ism and 
an ti-Sem i tism (at the be gin ning, mid dle, and end of his speech) are nei ther ca sual 
nor re ally meant to ad dress ac cu sa tions of his align ment with neo-Fascist and neo-
Nazi move ments. The con tra dic tory fig ures of the converted phi los o pher, the State 
of Is ra el, and the film pro ducer suspected of an ti-Sem i tism come to gether in the 
ser vice of what is in fact a non-con tra dic tory mes sage. Salvini pushes aside a tragic 
page of his tory by enacting a stu pid, if tac it, rec on cil i a tion be tween Fascism and 
an ti-Fascism, be tween rac ism and hu man rights, mak ing all  parties stand on the 
same lev el. After all , the de ceased dep uty Bonanno, whom Salvini mourns in his 
speech, be fore be ing a mem ber of the Lega Nord, was a mem ber of Movimento 
Sociale Italiano (aft er ward renamed Alleanza Nazionale), a far-right party founded 
by for mer mem bers of the Fascist party who were nos tal gic for Fascism. Of course, 
this is not com mon knowl edge; nor does ev ery one know who Weil is or about the 
shadow of an ti-Sem i tism cast on Disney’s past. Yet the intended re cip i ents of these 
encrypted mes sages can eas ily de ci pher them. Salvini is say ing, in ef ect, “Times 
have changed, and new al li ances are need ed, so that the pa gan tree of life planted 
by Bossi can be in voked to gether with the Cath o lic and the Jew ish God against 
a com mon threat.” This threat be comes ex plicit later on, when an other trope of 
Salvini’s emerges, one that he shares with other lead ers of con tem po rary far-right 
forces all  over the world.

The min is ter has many fol low ers on so cial me dia: about 3.3 mil lion peo ple 
on Facebook, 1 mil lion on Instagram, and 935,000 on Twitter. Helped by his spin-
 doctor Luca Morisi and a siz able com mu ni ca tions team—“la Bestia” (the Beast), as 
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they call it—he re mains fre net i cally ac tive on so cial me dia. He publishes around 
four hun dred posts per month.37 Lately, the lan guage in his posts has be come 
milder, al though he does not cen sor his fol low ers in any way, and they con tin u ously 
leave vi o lent and vul gar com ments. From time to time, the con stant flow of Salvi-
ni’s posts decrying mi grants, jour nal ists, and the Eu ro pean Union is interrupted by 
pic tures of cute an i mals, mainly kit tens. Salvini’s wall gets pet-washed.38 Animals 
ap pear twice in his Pontida speech as well. On the first of these two oc ca sions, Sal-
vini pairs im ag ery of an i mals with imagery showing the chil dren who are fond of 
them: both are used as sym bols of vul ner a bil ity and in no cence and are deployed 
to jus tify his securitarianism. He af rms that peo ple who mis treat and aban don 
an i mals, as well as those who rape chil dren, are to be “harshly punished,” rather 
than re ha bil i tat ed: “Prison should re ha bil i tate; but to re ha bil i tate some one who 
raped a lit tle boy or girl is far from my un der stand ing and way of life. We will work 
to ward harsh pun ish ments for those who mis treat an i mals, too. I say this at the 
be gin ning of sum mer, that should not be the sea son of aban doned pets any more.” 
On the sec ond oc ca sion when an i mals ap pear to gether with chil dren in the speech, 
Salvini, de fy ing logic as usu al, man ages to con flate an i mal rights and pro-hunt ing 
po si tions, while si mul ta neously pro vid ing a point of en try for the in ter pre ta tion 
of his ref er ences to Fascism and Ju da ism: “Leftists pes ter hunt ers in de fense of 
the en vi ron ment and an i mals, and tol er ate the mon stros ity of Is lamic slaughtering, 
which makes an i mals suf er.” What Salvini is say ing is that it is not the time to pick 
on Southern Ital ians and Jew ish peo ple any lon ger; in stead we should tar get Af ri-
can mi grants—or, in his words “slaves”—and es pe cially the Mus lims who make 
an i mals, the ob ject of our chil dren’s love, suf er.

But the en e mies named in Pontida are not just mi grants, as I have noted. In 
ad di tion to Mus lims, Salvini’s ref er ences to Weil’s “roots” and to her con ver sion 
are meant to iden tify an other en emy that the Lega shares with Cath o lic fun da-
men tal ists and other far-right move ments, an other men ace from whom chil dren 
need to be protected. Salvini be gins by say ing, “And speak ing of im mi gra tion,” but he 
then im me di ately moves to a dif er ent top ic: this en e my, he ex plains, is al lied with 
the Eu ro pean cul ture of rights and US im pe ri al ism, or ga nizes “pride pa rades,” and 
re lates to Coca-Cola in the same way we—those of us who are women and men 
in stead of sex less con sum ers—re late to gen u ine ol ive oil. Once again Salvini can 
af ord to be ret i cent: he can avoid nam ing his tar get, be cause the au di ence knows 
per fectly well who the ad dress ees of his dis gust are. They are the ob jects of a dis-
gust that is once again encoded in the word filth. Salvini con tin ues:

Not num bers: men and wom en, with their rights. We are not here to strip rights from 
any one. . . .  Everyone in his own bed room does what he likes, with whom he likes, and 
where he likes. But as long as I can voice my dis sent and blood runs through my veins, 
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I will al ways de fend the right of the voice less, the right of babies to have a mom and 
a dad, and the right of women not to be wombs for rent. The sheer thought of wombs for 
rent is filthy for me, of the woman as an ob ject, of babies be ing sold in malls. This is not 
prog ress: this is the end of a civ i li za tion. (Emphasis added)39

Wombs for rent: this is a de rog a tory way to name sur ro ga cy—a prac tice that is 
il le gal in Italy, but that, for Ital ians with enough mon ey, can be arranged abroad. 
This prac tice is mainly deployed by het ero sex ual cou ples, but Salvini’s dis gust 
is not pro voked by them. Instead, it takes aim at those who cel e brate their pride 
un der the aus pices of the Amer i can bev er age. These are gay men, depicted here 
as trad ers of chil dren and ex ploit ers of wom en. In this way, women ap pear in the 
Pontida speech not only in the tra di tional roles of moth ers and pros ti tutes but also 
in the form of vic tim ized sur ro gates: sim ple tons with no agency and in need of the 
leader-dad’s pro tec tion.

US cap i tal ism undermining the Chris tian roots of Europe, the com mod i fi ca-
tion of chil dren, the era sure of sex ual dif er ence, the re place ment of women and 
men with neu tral sub jects: all  of these themes clearly ref er ence the cam paign 
against so-called “gen der ideology,” a cam paign (or bet ter, cru sade) that started in 
the mid-1990s and that brings to gether mem bers of the Cath o lic hi er ar chy, an ti-
abor tion as so ci a tions, and far-right move ments from all  over the world. All fight 
against rights for women and sex ual mi nor i ties, as well as against an ti-dis crim i-
na tory and sex ual ed u ca tion in schools.40 The Ital ian Parliament ap proved leg is la-
tion for same-sex civil unions only in May 2016; and it did so in a highly dis crim i-
na tory way that does not rec og nize same-sex cou ples as fam i lies and de fi nes civil 
unions as “spe cific so cial for ma tions.”41 Assisted re pro duc tive treat ments are not 
per mit ted; nor is adop tion allowed in any form—not even when the part ner has a 
child from a pre vi ous re la tion ship. This level of dis crim i na tion, how ev er, is clearly 
not enough for Salvini.42 In Jan u ary 2018, dur ing his elec toral cam paign, he par-
tic i pated in a con fer ence ti tled “Oltre l’inverno demografico” (“Beyond the Demo-
graphic Winter”), or ga nized by the com mit tee called Difendiamo i nostri figli (Let’s 
Defend Our Children) and the Associazione Family Day (Family Day Association). 
Here, the cen ter-right co a li tion to which the Lega used to be long com mit ted itself 
to “abolishing or pro foundly chang ing” the law allowing for civil unions, be cause 
it “of ends the fam i ly” and leads “to the end of the hu man.”43 After be com ing an 
in sti tu tional fig ure, in Pontida Salvini tones down his rhet o ric and de clares that 
he does not “mean to strip rights from any one.” At the same time, how ev er, he 
does not re strain him self from show ing his dis gust for sur ro ga cy, which be comes 
the sym bol of the new forms of kin ship that are at last starting to be rec og nized 
in Italy aft er de cades of ad vo cacy by les bian and gay move ments. The un der ly ing 
logic is once again that of the dou ble bind, the same logic that also in forms Salvini’s 
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 se cu rity decree and his an nounce ment about the Roma cen sus: “goodsensical” gov-
ern ment needs same-sex cou ples as yet an other scape goat.

“The sheer thought of wombs for rent is filthy to me,” daddy says, with out car-
ing about the ef ect that such a state ment might have on Ital ian chil dren who were 
born through sur ro ga cy. But if we lis ten at ten tive ly, it be comes clear that what is 
“filthy” for Salvini is nei ther the womb hosting the artificially fer til ized eg nor the 
va gina through which the eg is implanted. The filthy or i fice is of a dif er ent kind. 
“Everyone in their own bed room does what he likes, with whom he likes, and where 
he likes,” he says with no small hy poc ri sy. But from his hy poc ri sy, a Freud ian slip 
emerges. In fact, what does he mean by “where he likes,” if this sex scene is al ready 
set in the bed room? Does he mean that peo ple in their bed rooms do what they 
like on their beds, on their floors, in their clos ets, hang ing on their chan de li ers? 
“Where he likes” was not planned in the speech, for it does not ap pear on the text 
published online (which is why I call it a Freud ian slip).44 More than the set ting, 
this lo cu tion re fers to the part of the body in volved in the non re pro duc tive act of 
pen e tra tion that Salvini imag ines be tween the two men who trade babies. Not the 
va gi na, but the anus. In bed, “ev ery one does what he likes, where he likes,” he says. 
But the mes sage that Salvini is con vey ing is: “The sheer thought of men hav ing sex 
in the wrong hole is filthy for me.” The “merde alors” that came out of Asselborn’s 
mouth in his de nun ci a tion of Salvini’s rac ism is thus also apt as a way to de nounce 
his ho mo pho bia. And more gen er al ly—as Asselborn him self sugested aft er the 
Vienna meet ing—to de nounce his Fascist meth ods.

4. The Captain’s Butt Cheeks
And here we come to the cen tral point. In what sense can one call Salvini—who, 
to re mind you, here serves as a rep re sen ta tive of the global phe nom e non of the 
po lit i cal suc cess of the far right—a Fascist? More than se venty years aft er the 
lib er a tion of Italy from Na zism and Fascism, how can one com pare the Lega to 
the Partito Nazionale Fa sci sta (National Fascist Party), and Salvini’s lead er ship to 
Mussolini’s?

In Oc to ber 2018, a few months aft er the start of the co a li tion gov ern ment that 
brought to gether the 5 Star Movement and the Lega, a pro voc a tive pam phlet by 
Michela Murgia ti tled Istruzioni per diventare fascisti (Instructions on How to Become 
Fascists) was published, and it sparked a wide-rang ing dis cus sion. Murgia’s ar gu-
ment is that Fascism should be con sid ered “a meth od” with the “ex traor di nary 
ca pac ity to con tam i nate ev ery thing.”45 Many in tel lec tu als—even on the left, even 
among those most re viled by Salvini—have po lem i cally en gaged with Murgia, 
ar gu ing that Fascism is in stead a par tic u lar his tor i cal re gime, and that his tory does 
not re peat itself. In their opin ion, draw ing a par al lel be tween the new Ital ian pop-
u lism and Fascism is a form of triv i al i za tion that pro duces false alarms.46 On the 
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con trary, how ev er, sev eral cel e brated in tel lec tu als have through out the twen ti eth 
cen tury shown that Fascism as a cat e gory can be used meta-his tor i cally to name 
an an ti-dem o crat ic, il lib er al, and dis crim i na tory func tion of the po lit i cal that can 
re cur aft er his tor i cal Fascism, tak ing on neo-Fascist con fig u ra tions.47 In the 1940s, 
for in stance, the Frankfurt School un der the di rec tion of Theodor Adorno started 
a re search pro ject on the psy chol ogy of Fascism.48 Analogously, in his pref ace to 
the 1977 En glish edi tion of Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari’s Anti-Oe di pus, Michel 
Foucault sugested that we con sider Fascism and an ti-Fascism as two op pos ing 
ways of life.49 And fi nal ly, in a well-known lec ture in 1995, Umberto Eco warned 
against what he called “eter nal Fascism” or “Ur-Fascism,” that is, a con stel la tion of 
po lit i cal “ar che types” that have al ways been pres ent in mo der ni ty.50 Many of these 
ar che types reemerge in Salvini’s Pontida speech, though in a concealed and soft-
ened form: the syn cre tis tic wor ship ping of tra di tion, the cel e bra tion of blood and 
soil, the re jec tion of cri tique and dis agree ment, a dif  dence to ward in tel lec tu als 
and cul ti vated peo ple, the ap peal to a frus trated mid dle-class, the un der stand ing 
of the peo ple as a “mono lithic en tity expressing one com mon will.”51 And fi nal ly, 
“the fear of dif er ence”:52 rac ism, xe no pho bia, sexist chau vin ism, ho mo-trans-bi-
pan-pho bia.53 But in the Pontida speech, there is even more than this. Those who 
are ca pa ble of read ing be tween the lines can de tect ref er ences to the his tor i cal 
ex pe ri ence of Fascism, sym pa thetic winks at those who are nos tal gic for it, and a 
call for con sen sus within neo-Fascist cir cles. It is no co in ci dence that neo-Fascist 
move ments have ac quired more vis i bil ity and ac cep tance in Italy since the Lega 
has come to pow er. A few weeks aft er the an nual rally of the Lega, Salvini re plied to 
some jour nal ists’ cri tiques with a Fascist mot to: “The more the en e mies, the big er 
the hon or.” The tweet was posted on July 29, the an ni ver sary of Mussolini’s birth, 
and it was ac com pa nied by a winking emoji send ing a heart-shaped kiss.

There is no doubt that, on an aes thetic lev el, Salvini’s lead er ship is far from 
Mussolini’s. First of all , he is not supported by the dis ci plin ary logic of pro pa-
ganda but by the neo lib eral logic of mar ket ing.54 Unlike the “Duce” Mussolini, the 
“Captain”—as Salvini is called by his sup port ers—does not em body nor ma tive 
ideal be hav iors; he does not have an ex cep tional per son al ity to which he in vites 
peo ple to con form. On the con trary, he shapes his own per son al ity around the sta-
tis ti cal norms of his fol low ers. The look and the life style he oft en ex hib its on so cial 
me dia are very dis tant from Mussolini’s in-your-face psy chotic masculinity—
pa tri ar chal, and at once au thor i tar ian and lib er tine—which made the av er age 
Ital ian man of the first half of the twen ti eth cen tury dream and feel in ad e quate at 
the same time. And Salvini is far as well from both the moral aus ter ity of the found-
ing fa thers of post war Italy and the vul gar dis plays of wealth and young women 
around which Silvio Berlusconi built his suc cess. A for ty-five-year-old divorcé with 
two chil dren (a boy and a girl), re cently dumped by TV pre senter Elisa Isoardi on  
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Instagram,55 Salvini set tles for the an ti he roic (but not to tally an ti-erot ic: it de pends 
on one’s tastes and fancies) role of “dad.” He looks like a neigh bor any one might 
have, who proudly brings chil dren to play soc cer or vol ley ball, who rushes to the 
mall to buy gro cer ies aft er work, and who can fi nally re lax on the week end by hav-
ing a beer in the caf e te ria next door. He is no role mod el: he is a man like many 
oth ers, a man among men, and like many other men in pres ent times, he tries to 
show his masculinity in the ways he is  able: by reverting to a pa tri ar chal imag i nary 
from the past, an imag i nary of which, how ev er, he man ages only to be a car i ca ture. 
All these fea tures make him like able to some and very dam ag ing to oth ers. Because 
the lit urgy of the dad-like Matteo might as well be the faded copy of the Fascist 
trinity “God, Fatherland, and Family”;56 the load of ha tred that nourishes the rit ual 
re mains un changed de spite be ing dis guised by lay ers of love.

I am aware that the cin e matic im ages from Salò, or the 120 days of Sod om and 
Naked Lunch that I al luded to at the be gin ning of this es say when re fer ring to Assel-
born’s out burst might seem gra tu itous and re pug nant. But they are meant to evoke 
on an af ec tive level the pow er ful psy cho-po lit i cal ar che type sum moned by Salvini 
when he pro nounces the word filth (schifezze). In Gender Trouble, Judith Butler calls 
this “ab jec tion,” de scrib ing it as a dou ble move ment of ex pul sion and re pul sion 
through which oth ers “be come shit.”57 In par tic u lar, the ban quet of fe ces in Salò 
and the talking anus-bug in Naked Lunch are met a phors for the kind of pho bic and 
sa dis tic aver sion that male ho mo sex u al ity tra di tion ally arouses in men.58

Freud pro vided a clas sic de scrip tion of this ho mo pho bic aver sion, a de scrip-
tion that can well be ap plied to Salvini’s rhet o rics of ab jec tion and fa ther hood. In 
his nar ra tive of sex ual de vel op ment rang ing from the Three Essays on the Theory of 
Sexuality to Civilization and its Discontents—in which the pro tag o nist is al ways the 
white het ero sex ual cisgender man—civ i li za tion forces the sub jects, be gin ning at 
an early age, to per ceive the anus and its prod ucts as dis gust ing.59 And once these 
sub jects be come adults, they turn the anus and its prod ucts into sym bols for ev ery-
thing that must be ex punged from life in com mon. The ta boo of anal en joy ment, 
in short, is for Freud the prem ise for so ci al i ty. But it also serves the piv otal func-
tion of establishing the pri macy of gen i tal re pro duc tive sex u al ity over all  other 
forms of sex u al i ty: thanks to this ta boo, and if noth ing goes queer, over time the 
son will take on the role of the fa ther in Oedipal gen er a tional suc ces sion. The li bid-
i nal en ergy of the re pressed anal drive, in stead, will feed both the para noid fear of 
fall ing back into it, and the sa dis tic en joy ment of per se cut ing those who have been 
sin gled out as its dis gust ing rep re sen ta tives: gay men, as Pasolini and Burroughs 
point out. Yet not just gay men: in Black Skin, White Masks, for in stance, Frantz Fanon 
goes back to Freud’s the o ri za tion to show that the pho bic aver sion to Black men also 
has psy cho sex ual or i gins. Racism, in his anal y sis, is ul ti mately a syn ec do che for the 
fan tasy projected onto the col o nies of a pri me val, unleashed, and vi o lent sex u al ity 
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barred from white civ i li za tion. In this way, the Black man is trans fig ured into a 
huge phal lus, which arouses re vul sion and fear, but also en vy—and at trac tion. In 
Fanon’s view, be hind the phan tom of the Black rap ist there lies the de sire to be pen-
e trat ed, even “ripped open,”60 by that mon strous phal lus: an un con scious de sire 
that the rac ist woman shares with her man—a mas och ist de sire, then, as well as 
a ho mo sex ual one. In short: the huge, erect phal lus of the Black man is a mask for 
the contracted anus of the white man, the pri mary source of ab jec tion both in the 
metropole and in the col o nies.

I do not mean to take these fas ci nat ing the o ries lit er al ly, but I can not help 
no tic ing that they strongly res o nate with Salvini’s con fla tion of gay men and Af ri-
can men, with the col lapse be tween “im mi gra tion” and “pride pa rades” that he 
stages aft er re fer ring to Weil. In Lee Edelman’s words from “White Skin, Dark 
Meat”:61 “The re pres sion of anal plea sure within the re gime of the [Oedipal] West-
ern sym bol ic” “en tan gles . . .  an ti-black rac ism and ho mo pho bia in com plex re la-
tion to each oth er” and “gives rise to the phal lus, as a sort of car rot, and to dis-
gust, as a sort of stick.”62 The shift in the Lega’s rhet o ric from Bossi’s “hard-on” to 
Salvini’s “good sense” thus should not mis lead us. Though de liv ered in the limp 
lan guage of an endearing pa ter nal ism, the Pontida speech re mains fully lo cated 
in the sym bolic to which Edelman re fers, one that it shares with far-right Ital ian 
move ments nos tal gic for his tor i cal Fascism, whose main “ideo log i cal glues” now-
a days are the Cath o lic cru sade against the rights of women and sex ual mi nor i ties, 
and the na tion al ist cam paign against “Mus lim and Af ri can in vad ers.”

In fact, according to Laclau, Moufe, and Rosanvallon, the pop u list po lemic 
against the elites is not tied to a spe cific ideology, and nev er the less, it al ways needs 
“ideo log i cal glues.” Whereas the pop u lism of the “Captain” is expressed as a pro test 
against a pro-Eu ro pean clique of in tel lec tu als, the rhet o ric of ab jec tion that Salvini 
mo bi lizes against ho mo sex u als, mi grants, and Roma peo ple con veys an ex tremely 
dan ger ous ideo log i cal glue. Edelman, in this re spect, is ex tremely in struc tive when, 
in No Future, he discusses the po lit i cal use of child hood as “the empty place holder 
of [so cial] totalization.”63 Many cri tiques have been made of his in ter pre ta tion of 
the sex ual drive as a death drive in this book, and his ar gu ment’s an ti-po lit ical 
im pli ca tions. Nevertheless, the con tri bu tion that Edelman’s ar gu ment makes to 
our un der stand ing of the psy cho-po lit i cal func tion ing of con tem po rary far-right 
rhet o ric is un de ni able. The struc tur ing of the so cial re quires pro cesses of ex pul-
sion, re pres sion, and fore clo sure that in volve li bid i nal in vest ments; con tem po rary 
far-right rhet o ric reactivates these pro cesses against racialized and sex u al ized 
mi nor i ties in a spe cifi c, vir u lent way, which we have now learned to call “Ur-Fascist 
ab jec tion.” By means of the ar gu men ta tive ap pa ra tus that Edelman him self calls 
“the Fascism of the Baby’s face”64 (a “Fascist ar che type,” Eco might say), the Child 
en dows those who take up the task of protecting fu ture gen er a tions with a sal vific 
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role—and sends deeply into ab jec tion, into shit, those who are made rep re sen ta-
tives of an unliveable life, one that does not de serve any fu ture be cause it cor rupts 
youn ger gen er a tions.

In the cap tain/dad dy’s view, the threat comes not only from mi grants and 
ho mo sex u als but also from their of spring—chil dren who are not con sid ered wor-
thy of con trib ut ing to the repopulation of the coun try he claims to be fond of, and 
who are thus contrasted with those chil dren who are born from “moms and dads” 
of pure Ital ian blood. The child-to-be-defended is there fore not any child but the 
sign of a fu ture that has to be iden ti cal to the pres ent. The son re peat edly evoked by 
Salvini is one who will take his place one day in the gen er a tional chain. Any other 
pos si bil ity is as “filthy” as the choleraic Ne a pol i tans that he once did not hes i tate 
to call, lit er al ly, shits. Huge Coca-Cola cans tear ing chil dren from their moth ers’ 
wombs, slave in vad ers whose re pro duc tion is barely imag in able, and un name able 
chil dren who should never be born: apoc a lyp tic fig ures of the end of civ i li za tion 
and hu man i ty,65 like Cronenberg’s talking-anus bugs or Pasolini’s coprophagist lib-
er tines. It is thus as if Asselborn, turn ing into a talking ass hole him self, had mir-
rored the Ital ian dep uty prime min is ter, thereby iden ti fy ing, pro vi sion al ly, with 
him. It is Salvini’s fan tasy to em body a peo ple ex clu sively made up of white, straight, 
fer tile Ital ian fam i lies. It is his fan tasy to em body the will of this peo ple, its sen ti-
ments, and also its sphinc ter, de riv ing en joy ment from its evac u a tion of ex cre ment 
and even more from its re ten tion of it. Double bind, dou ble en joy ment.

In re cent his to ry, Italy has re peat edly emerged as a suc cess ful lab o ra tory for 
po lit i cal ex per i ments. After the First World War, Fascism was invented there by 
Mussolini and quickly spread across Europe. In the 1990s, Berlusconi an tic i pated 
Trump’s en tre pre neur ial pop u lism. If Salvini will be come, as he says, the pres i den-
tial can di date for the sov er eign front in the Eu ro pean Commission, then there is 
a risk that Italy will once again per form the role of a po lit i cal avant-garde: that it 
will ex port to Europe a pop u lism of a new kind, one that is none the less con tin u ous 
with dis qui et ing fea tures of the worst past.66 History does not re peat itself, to be 
sure, but a neo-Fascist daddy is marching on Brussels. With clenched butt cheeks.

A P P E N DI X 1: T H E ST IC K A N D T H E C A R ROT
What I think Edelman does not stress enough in “White Skin, Dark Meat,” is that in the 
Fascist pol i tics of ab jec tion, intertwined rac ism and ho mo pho bia can be disentangled in 
many dif er ent ways. In the 1950s, the re demp tion of the Black phal lus, work ing as a “car rot,” 
jus ti fied, for Fanon, the use of dis gust as a “stick” against—or in side—the anus of white 
ho mo sex u als. Conversely, to day’s mar riage rights can be the “car rot” to con vince same-sex 
cou ples to par tic i pate in the kind of fa mil ial love cel e brated by Salvini, thereby unloading 
(de ceit ful ly?) the “stick” of dis gust, which ho mo sex u als have car ried for a long time, and 
trans fer ring it onto the shoul ders of mi grants. This is al ready hap pen ing in the US, North-
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ern Europe, France, and Germany, where po lit i cal lead ers such as Marine Le Pen and Alice 
Weidel (who came out as a les bi an) man age to re cruit gays and les bi ans into the ranks of the 
far right, by presenting the lat ter as the strong hold against ho mo pho bic vi o lence al leg edly 
per pe trated by Mus lim in vad ers. (The Netherlands was a pioneering con text for this: Pim 
Fortuyn paved the way for char ac ters such as Renaud Camus and Milo Yiannopoulos.) There 
is even the risk—which Salvini de ploys in stru men tal ly, though this is not a good rea son for 
fail ing to men tion it—that male ho mo sex ual cou ples, in their at tempt to ful fill the re pro-
duc tive func tions of het ero sex ual fam i lies, may con trib ute to new forms of ex ploi ta tion of 
wom en’s bod ies. Solanas some how sensed this in her met o nymic de lir i um, when she shot 
Andy Warhol and his part ner Mario Amaya, as if hit ting them was enough to deal a mor tal 
blow to the con glom er ate of fam ily units that is pa tri ar chal so ci e ty.

For the time be ing, Salvini’s soft pa ter nal ism pre vents Italy, where same-sex unions are 
a re cent phe nom e non, from fully re al iz ing this “homonationalist” pro cess.67 Yet, my hope 
as a queer ac a demic and a gay man is that les bian and gay cit i zens and their allies are  able 
to ac ti vate dem o cratic an ti dotes and to re ject the car rot of a poi soned ex clu sion ary in te-
gra tion; that they are  able to de tect the Fascist ar che types pres ent in the Lega, iden ti fied 
by Murgia in her short pam phlet; that they are  able to take up the dif  cult, yet not ob vi ous, 
chal lenge of find ing al li ances be tween LGBTQIA+ move ments, fem i nist move ments, an ti-
rac ist move ments, and fully dem o cratic cit i zens in or der to re sist the pol i tics of ab jec tion 
that re mains such, even when it is enacted by a neo lib eral and sovereigntist pop u lism.

A P P E N DI X 2: R E A L IT Y C I N E M A
The meal of hu man fe ces and the talking-anus bug are “met a phors for the kind of pho-
bic and sa dis tic aver sion that male ho mo sex u al ity tra di tion ally arouses in men,” I claimed 
above. Now I have to ac count for this state ment, and I will do this quick ly. Picture the end ing 
scene of Salò, or the 120 days of Sod om: aft er stag ing a met o nymic chain where male ho mo sex-
u al i ty, anal plea sure, and co proph agy sug est the overturning of masculinity, Pasolini gives 
the last word to two sol diers of the (Fascist) Ital ian Social Republic. While the four lib er tines 
who rep re sent the pow ers of the Fascist re gime—the Duke, the Bishop, the President of the 
Court of Appeals, and the President of the Central Bank—are bru tally tor tur ing their young 
work ing-class and par ti san pris on ers, the two sol diers, who are also young, fan ta size about 
the girls waiting for them once the orgy of vi o lence is over. Then they start a clumsy waltz 
be tween the two of them. One can there fore con clude, as Bersani and Dutiot seem to,68 that 
the en joy ment staged in Pasolini’s film ad ap ta tion of Sade’s text points first and fore most to 
the re pres sion of ho mo sex u al i ty, which is cru cial for the con struc tion of sub li mated ho mo-
so cial bonds in his tor i cal Fascism.69

Not only in his tor i cal Fascism, though. In 1976, Ital ian po lice con fis cated Salò, or the 
120 Days of Sod om, and the film’s pro duc er, Alberto Grimaldi, was charged with ob scen ity 
and cor rup tion of mi nors. Pasolini did not have the time to be pros e cuted be cause he was 
mur dered by the sev en teen-year-old pros ti tute Pino Pelosi be fore the film was re leased. 
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Fourteen years ear li er, in Bos ton, Burrough’s novel Naked Lunch was also with drawn from 
cir cu la tion, ac cused of ob scen ity for its de scrip tions of ho mi cidal orgies with mi nors 
in volved. When Cronenberg turned Naked Lunch into a mov ie, thirty years lat er, he made 
the talking-anus bugs stand for the para noid su per-ego of the pro tag o nist, William Lee. Lee 
ac ci den tally kills his girl friend, just as Burroughs did, in a silly at tempt to em u late Wil liam 
Tell. But his sense of guilt, whose symp tom is an ob ses sion with be ing fought over by the 
se cret in tel li gence ser vices of com pet ing pow ers, does not orig i nate from this ac ci dent, or 
from his drug ad dic tion: in stead, it is rooted in ho mo sex u al i ty. This is what turns Lee, Bur-
roughs’s doppelgänger, into an out law and a trai tor who can not be in cor po rated into the 
or ga ni za tions that seek to con trol his mind.

The cen sor ship that descended on these two dif er ent yet sim i lar works, in the 1960s 
in the US and 1970s in Italy, to some ex tent proved that Burroughs and Pasolini were right. 
And so is Edelman. The re pres sion and sub li ma tion of anal en joy ment are Fascist ar che-
types, and the Child of the het ero sex ual cou ple, the Baby, the Minor, is the worst en emy of 
the fig ure who is thus made into the apoc a lyp tic rep re sen ta tive of that an ti so cial en joy ment. 
In this case, it is re al ity that be comes a raw met a phor for the o ry: Solanas shoots Warhol 
and Amaya, Burroughs kills his be trothed Joan Vollmer, and his book is cen sored be cause 
of the in fan ti cides and pe do philia that it de scribes, just as Pasolini’s film is cen sored for its 
cor rup tion of mi nors. Finally, Pasolini is mur dered by an un der age hus tler in the worst of 
the set tling of scores.
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Notes
1. This outburst happened in the context of the Italian TV program In Onda, broadcast by La7.
2. Cronenberg, Naked Lunch.
3. Burroughs, Naked Lunch.
4. Pasolini, Salò o le 120 giornate di Sodoma.
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5. Bersani and Dutiot, “Merde alors.”
6. The Italian Social Republic, or Republic of Salò, was established in September 1943, 

after the Italian king, Vittorio Emanuele III, signed the armistice with the Allies. It was 
recognized only by Germany, Japan, and their puppet states, and was finally overthrown in 
April 1945 by the anti-Fascist resistance.

7. Custodero, “Salvini shock.”
8. Eventually approved by the parliament in November 2018.
9. The double bind is the result of a schizophrenic communication that conveys contradictory 

meanings at once. See Bateson, Steps.
10. According to ISPI (Istituto per gli Studi di Politica Internazionale, or the Institute of 

International Political Studies, www .ispionline .it), the number of “illegal migrants” in Italy 
will increase from 490,000 in December 2017 to 622,000 in 2020. See Tonacci, “Decreto 
sicurezza.”

11. The quotations are taken from the recording of the spat between Asselborn and Salvini, 
available in Decrestina, “Il significato di ‘Merde alors’” (translation is mine, emphasis is 
added).

12. In the Dossier Statistico Immigrazione 2018, published by Centro Studi e Ricerche IDOS, the 
number of Italians living abroad in 2017 (more than 5,114,000) almost equals the number 
of foreigners living in Italy (5,144,000). While the Italian population living abroad has 
increased by 141,000 in one year, the number of Italians living on Italian soil has decreased 
by 203,000 in the same period, in spite of 147,000 foreign residents who managed to obtain 
Italian citizenship in 2017 (without them, Italy would have lost 350,000 citizens in one year).

13. Pontida is a small town in the province of Bergamo, Lombardy. On April 7, 1167, an oath 
was set that constituted the Lombard Lega: a military union of independent cities in the 
Po Valley aimed at countering the restoration of Frederick Barbarossa’s imperial power 
in the region. In 1990, one year after founding the Lega Nord through the merging of 
separatist movements that already existed, Umberto Bossi chose Pontida as the site for the 
celebration of the annual gathering of his party.

14. The recording is available in “Salvini contro I napoletani.”
15. MilanoToday, “I meridionali.”
16. The infringement procedure was avoided by means of a correction of the budget package 

planned by the Italian government. On the history of the Lega, see Curcio and Perini, 
Attraverso la Lega; Passarelli and Tuorto, La Lega di Salvini.

17. See Giglioli, Critica della vittima.
18. The quotations that follow are taken from Salvini’s speech in Pontida (Salvini, “Pontida 

2018”). My interpretation of Salvini’s rhetoric is partly indebted to Raimo’s report “Come 
smontare la retorica.”

19. See Laclau, On Populist Reason; Moufe, For a Left Populism; Rosanvallon, Pensare il populismo.
20. It is worth mentioning two other interventions by Salvini along similar lines, namely, 

the speeches he delivered at two rallies of the (Northern) Lega held in Piazza del Popolo, 
Rome: one in February 2015, to pressure the Renzi government to resign, and the other in 
December 2018, to thank the electorate and to support the Lega–5 Star Movement coalition 
government. The first rally was joined by a parade of neo-Fascist militants from CasaPound 
party. At the second rally, drawing on the inspiring figures who will be dealt with later on, 
Salvini added references to Pope John Paul II (in recognition of “the Christian roots of 
Europe”), Alcide de Gasperi (“a good politician thinks not of the coming elections but of 
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the coming generations”), and Martin Luther King Jr. (“For someone to find enemies, to 
speak one’s own mind is enough”).

21. Salvini enters the stage while tenor Matteo Tiraboschi sings the aria “Nessun dorma 
(Vincerò)” from Puccini’s Turandot. The presenter, deputy and former “ultra” of the Atalanta 
soccer team, Daniele Belotti, introduces Salvini on stage by screaming loudly: “Thanks 
Captain! Thanks Pontida! Here is our federal Secretary and Minister of home afairs. 
The whole world is watching us today, so let Macron, Merkel, Sánchez, Saviano, and all 
those who ofend the Lega while sitting in their snobbish armchairs hear that people are 
supportive of their minister. His leadership is steady, strong, determined, proud, and it has 
made people rise up. He is now being attacked, and we are defending him. Let the people 
in New York’s attics hear that people here are with their minister. Matteo! Scream it louder! 
Let your voice be heard in Paris! Matteo! Matteo!” During his speech, Salvini himself 
addresses some left-wing Italian journalists sarcastically: “Kisses to Gad Lerner. Long may 
he live and work. To him, to Eugenio Scalfari, Michele Santoro, Fabio Fazio, and all the 
doomsayers filled with envy [rosiconi]: may your life be long: kisses.”

22. “Our society is not a community, but merely a collection of isolated family units. 
Desperately insecure, fearing his woman will leave him if she is exposed to other men or 
to anything remotely resembling life, the male seeks to isolate her from other men and 
from what little civilization there is, so he moves her out to the suburbs, a collection of self-
absorbed couples and their kids.” Solanas, SCUM Manifesto, 48.

23. Salvini showed a rosary both at the end of his electoral campaign (when he wielded it 
alongside a Bible) and at his swearing-in ceremony as minister.

24. Additionally, Salvini says that, no matter the nationality of this woman, she ought to be 
granted the right “to see her children being born in her country, without being uprooted 
and sent to the other side of the world.” Then he concludes, “Everyone’s happy in his own 
country.”

25. The principle of exceptionalism is also present in the “security decree,” in which residence 
permits based on humanitarian protection (established by the 1998 decree Testo Unico 
sull’Immigrazione, or the Single Text on Immigration) are replaced by temporary residence 
permits given “in special circumstances” to people who need medical care for “exceptionally 
serious” health conditions, to victims of violence, in case of “contingent and exceptional 
calamity,” and for acts of “particular civil valor” (emphases added).

26. I suspect that former judge and writer Gianrico Carofiglio did not grasp the function of 
this generational short circuit when journalist Lilli Gruber interviewed him on November 
21, 2018, in the context of the TV program Otto e mezzo (La7). Carofiglio commented on 
Salvini’s sarcastic statement delivered after the European Commission rejected Italy’s 
planned budget: “Did we get a letter from Brussels? Okay, so let’s now wait for Santa’s 
letter.” After reminding the minister that “Santa does not send letters: he receives them,” 
Carofiglio argued that this joke is an example of “violence against meaning in language” 
and the “disdain for the meaning of words and for the destiny of citizens in this 
country.” In the days that followed, many people on the web teased Salvini for his 
mistake and his belief in a graphomaniac Santa Claus. But if we take a closer look, we 
see that, as a dad, Salvini finds himself in the position of those who usually read the 
letters that their children send to Santa. And as a child, he still has the right to believe 
in him.

27. When talking of the European people, he says they should “get back to loving each other.”
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28. Rondoni, La natura del bastardo, 111: “Mi fanno male le nuvole nel petto / le finestre 
rotte degli occhi / il cuore che ha luce dura / di stazioni, viavai, / (lo sai, lo sai) / amare è 
l’occupazione / di chi non ha paura.”

29. This slogan dominates the main stage right behind the speaker, together with the title of 
the rally, to which I have already referred: “Good sense in government.”

30. “The country we are about to rule for thirty years is not afraid of anything or anyone,” he 
would say later in the Pontida speech.

31. “Uproot from this wonderful country, and we will need courage, that filth that is called the 
Mafia, the Camorra, and the ’Ndrangheta. That’s filthy for us.”

32. “In Pontida we are thereby announcing that the party is over both for smuglers of human 
beings and for Mafia and Camorra.”

33. “In 1918, the First World War ended: a war in which our grandfathers and great-
grandfathers died to defend our borders. To honor their sacrifice, as people in government 
we have the duty to defend the borders and not to let the sacrifice of many boys who died 
for their families and fatherland be in vain.”

34. Weil, Need for Roots.
35. “We shall not put a limit to our dreams for, as Walt Disney said, ‘if you can dream it, you 

can do it.’ ”
36. “The flags I see on this lawn—that of Israel and of Marche, that of Piedmont and of Russia, 

that of Venice with its lion and those with many other symbols connecting each and every 
one of us—are telling sixty million Italians (though softly and humbly): get out of your 
houses, down from your coaches, out of the shops, tribunals and schools where you are. 
If people move, they win. Let’s get back our dignity, as well as our will to work, to win, to 
smile. Nothing is forbidden or impossible for people like you.” In other excerpts, Salvini 
highlights the presence of flags from Southern Italy as well.

37. See Tonacci, “Politica e social.” In particular, Salvini publishes many videos (like the one 
displaying a furious Asselborn) that provide the audience with the illusion of a direct 
relation with the self-reporting leader, who refuses any mediation by the journalists he 
reviles.

38. See Kington and Carassava, “Matteo Salvini.”
39. This is how the quotation ends: “I ask our mayors and governors to re-center politics on 

families and kindergartens, to allow women to be mothers and workers at the same time. 
One cannot choose to either become a mom, which is the most beautiful challenge in the 
world, or to keep working.”

40. On this topic, see Kuhar and Paternotte, Anti-Gender Campaigns; Garbagnoli and Prearo, La 
crociata “anti gender”; Bernini, Queer Theories.

41. “The current law establishes civil unions between same-sex people as specific social 
formations” (Law May 20, 2016, n. 76, art. 1, comma 1).

42. The audience in Pontida knows very well that two important representatives of anti-
abortion and “anti-gender” movements have been elected in parliament as deputies of the 
Lega: Lorenzo Fontana, federal Vice-Secretary of the Lega and Minister for Family and 
Disability (who entered his public ofce stating that homosexual families do not exist), 
and Simone Pillon, author of a draft law to change divorce that would strongly undermine 
women’s rights.

43. Alliva, “Aboliremo le unioni civili.” Salvini and Fontana (for the latter, see the previous note), 
together with the governor of the Veneto region, Luca Zaia (Lega), and the center-right 
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mayor of Verona, Federico Sboarina, ofcially supported the Thirteenth World Congress 
of Families, held in Verona on March 29–31, 2019 (World Congress of Families, “About the 
Congress”). This meeting gathered reactionary and extremist movements.

44. See Salvini, “Matteo Salvini a Pontida.”
45. Murgia, Istruzioni, 95.
46. A similar claim can be found in the editorial of the New Left Review “What Is Trump?,” 

where Dylan Riley states that the comparison between the Trump administration and 
Fascism is informed by “a false immediacy in which the past appears as a reservoir of 
‘lessons,’” a sense of immediacy that “distorts the central question of contemporary 
politics” (6–7).

47. On the persistence of specters of totalitarianism in the present, see also Forti, New 
Demons.

48. Adorno et al., Authoritarian Personality.
49. Foucault, preface.
50. Eco, Il Fascismo eterno.
51. Eco, Il Fascismo eterno, 46.
52. Eco, Il Fascismo eterno, 39.
53. See Eco, Il Fascismo eterno, 45; and Murgia, Istruzioni, 41–46.
54. On this diference, see Foucault, Birth of Biopolitics; and Bernini, “Not in My Name.”
55. Isoardi’s post on Instagram is dated November 5, 2018. A few months earlier, on April 6, 

she published a series of pictures on Facebook in which she was ironing a white shirt (most 
likely Salvini’s), accompanied by the words: “A day for the lionhearted.”

56. Murgia (Istruzioni, 41–46) agrees with Eco (Il Fascismo eterno, 45) in this respect.
57. “The repudiation of bodies for their sex, sexuality, and/or color is an ‘expulsion’ followed 

by a ‘repulsion’ that founds and consolidates culturally hegemonic identities along 
sex/race/sexuality axes of diferentiation. . . .  The boundary between the inner and outer 
is confounded by those excremental passages in which the inner efectively becomes 
outer, and this excretive function becomes, as it were, the model by which other forms 
of identity-diferentiation are accomplished. In efect, this is the mode by which Others 
become shit” (Butler, Gender Trouble, 133–34). Butler is here commenting on Kristeva’s 
Powers of Horror as well as on Young’s Abjection and Oppression.

58. In this connection, see “Appendix 2: Reality Cinema.”
59. Obviously, this should prove true for women as well. But women, for Freud, are 

constitutionally inclined to develop a “polymorphous perverse sexuality,” hence what he 
calls an “aptitude for prostitution.” See Freud, Three Essays, 57.

60. Fanon, Black Skin, 138.
61. Where he discusses, next to Freud and Fanon, the studies on racism carried out in the US 

by Jordan (White over Black) and Kovel (White Racism).
62. Edelman, “White Skin,” 101–2. For more recent queer work on race and abjection, see 

Amin, Disturbing Attachments; and Scott, Extravagant Abjection.
63. Edelman, “Learning Nothing,” 124.
64. Edelman, No Future, 75.
65. For my use of the term apocalypse, see Bernini, Queer Apocalypses.
66. In this respect, I agree with Éric Fassin when he refers not only to the “populist moment” in 

international politics, but also to the “neo-Fascist moment” in “Il neoliberismo.”
67. On the concept of homonationalism, see Puar, Terrorist Assemblages.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/critical-tim
es/article-pdf/3/3/358/1542714/358bernini.pdf by guest on 24 April 2024



B E R N I N I  |  “M E R D E A LO R S!” |  381

68. According to Bersani and Dutiot (“Merde alors”), the reason why Sade’s (male) libertines 
prefer torturing young boys is that symmetry allows for a higher degree of identification 
of the perpetrator with the victim. In their essay, the two authors ofer an ultimately 
redemptive account of Salò. My interpretation emphasizes instead the antisocial, and 
“apocalyptic,” nature of homosexuality in Pasolini’s last film and in general in all his work. 
A diferent interpretation can be found in McGlazer, “Salò and the School of Abuse,” which 
refuses to label the film either prophetic or apocalyptic, and instead finds in the film a 
pedagogical intention: an efort to school spectators by showing them that they are not free 
from what McGlazer calls, with De Martino (La terra del rimorso), the “bad past”—and this 
because the “bad past” is not properly past, but liable to return. The same impulse, in sum, 
that animates this article.

69. See in this connection, Benadusi, Il nemico.
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