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Jericho First
S H A R I F  W A K E D

“Jericho First” takes its theme from an im age found in an eighth-cen tury mo saic 
floor, fully ex ca vated in Jericho, depicting a lion attacking a flee ing ga zelle. Borrow-
ing its ti tle from the name of the first stage of the Oslo Accord, the work ar tic u lates 
a con nec tion be tween the vi o lent hunt ing scene and the peace agree ments. The 
work uses a se ri ally chang ing com put er ized pro ce dure to trans form the nat u ral 
scene of the mo sa ic, a typ i cal flora and fauna im age in Is lamic art, to pro duce two 
se ries of meta mor phoses in which the lion and its prey be come one form. In the 
first, the lion attacking its pred a tor is slowly ex panded into a gi ant red bub ble, so that 
one sees nei ther pred a tor nor prey. In the sec ond, the im age stretches and nar-
rows into an in sect-like hy brid. The overtly ag res sive and vi o lent im age from the 
mo saic is in this way ma nip u lated and transformed so that the ag res sion is now 
masked and ap pears as unity and co op er a tion. While the myth i cal vi o lent im age 
lurks in both se ries, their meta mor phoses de liver them away from the myth i cal 
or i gin al most to the point of dis ap pear ance.

Born in Nazareth and liv ing in Is ra el–Palestine and the United States, SHARIF WAKED 
re flects on pow er, pol i tics, and aes thet ics. Piercing the ab surd realities of con flict, his 
work shapes junc tures be tween ur gent mo ments of the pres ent and liv ing ref er ences 
from the past. He has shown at nu mer ous ex hi bi tions such as the Gugenheim Museum, 
New York; Queens Museum, New York; Royal Academy of Arts, London; Jeu de Paume, 
Par is; KW, Berlin; Aix-en-Provence Museum, France; Mori Art Museum, Tokyo; Singapore 
Art Museum; Warsaw Museum, Poland; Gallery of Modern Art, Australia; Matucana 100, 
Santiago, Chile; and the Carrousel du Louvre, Par is. http://sharifwaked.info
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F IG U R E 1. Hisham’s Palace (Khirbat al-Mafjar), Mosaic floor, Jericho, 724–43 AD.
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F IG U R E 3. “Jericho First” no. 2, 2004. In the exhibition Play-Ground, Beit al-Karma Gallery, Haifa. Photos: Sherene Seikaly.

F IG U R E 2. “Jericho First” no. 4, 2006. In the exhibition Taking Place, 2006, Charlottenborg Exhibition Hall, Copenhagen. 
Photo: Anders S. Berg.
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F IG U R E 4. “Jericho First” no. 4, 2006. In the exhibition Sharif Waked–Mini Retrospective, 2007, Umm 
el-Fahem Art Gallery. Photos: Yakis Kidron.

F IG U R E  5. “Jericho First” no. 6. In the exhibition New Ends, Old Beginnings, 2008, Bluecoat Gallery, Liverpool.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/critical-tim
es/article-pdf/2/2/338/1542431/338w

aked.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



C R IT IC A L T I M E S 2:2  |  AU G U ST  2019  |  342

F IG U R E S 6 AND 7. Stills from “Jericho First” no. 7, 2012. Video, 1 second (loop), 16:9 (widescreen), red and white, silent.
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F IG U R E S 8 AND 9. Stills from “Jericho First” no. 8, 2012. Video, 1 second and 3 frames (loop), 16:9 (widescreen), black and 
white, silent.
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