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explorations of gender and sexuality in Africa and the African diaspora as 
viewed through the field of sound studies. She is particularly interested in 
the ways in which sound and movement are productive of shared intimacy 
and erotic experience between women. Her first book, this animal called 
culture: Performing Feminism and the Politics of Everyday Solidarities, is an 
investigation of sonic performativity as one of the strategies with which 
the Dagara women of Ghana and Burkina Faso articulate an indigenous 
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a focus on questions of sex and gender), and in political theory (with a 
focus on the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries). She is working on a re-
search project concerning the place of pornography within considerations 
of free speech, titled Practising Pornography. Parts of this project concern 
discrimination in the workplace, child pornography, and “ethnopornogra-
phy” in Australia. A second ongoing project involves a revisioning of the 
regulation of religious speech in Western secular contexts through laws 
against blasphemy and blasphemous libel, and the antivilification provi-
sions of discrimination laws.
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Wheeler Voegelin Award from the American Society of Ethnohistory for 
the best book published in 2011. He is completing a study of colonialism 
and sexuality, “Sustaining Sexual Pleasure: A History of Colonial and Post-
colonial Voyeurism,” that takes four objects: the naked native in the co-
lonial circum-Caribbean; Saartjie Baartman, the so-called the Hottentot 
Venus; black leather, black skin, and black men in Robert Mapplethorpe’s 
photographs; and black and Latino men in hard core pornography in the 
United States to relate modern sexual pleasure to the colonial gaze. Sigal 
has moved from studying sexual desires in indigenous communities to 
examining the colonial cultural processes that create global concepts of 
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American History (2013) with Martha Few, two special issues of Radical His-
tory Review on the topic of “Queering Archives” (2014 and 2015) with Daniel 
Marshall and Kevin P. Murphy, and an issue of TSQ: Transgender Studies 
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Quarterly on the topic of “Trans*historicities” (2018) with Leah DeVun. He 
also recently co-edited the three-volume Global Encyclopedia of Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) History (2019). His current 
research project is on “archiving the obscene” in Latin America, from the 
eighteenth to the mid-twentieth century, for which he is receiving formal 
methodological training in the fields of information studies and archival 
science with the support of a Mellon New Directions Fellowship.
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enced the fields of anthropology and ethnography. Among his many pub-
lications are his monograph, Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the Poetics of 
Violent Death (2001), and numerous edited or co-edited volumes includ-
ing Anthropologies of Guayana: Cultural Spaces in Northeastern Amazonia 
(2016); Virtual War and Magical Death: Technologies and Imaginaries for 
Terror and Killing (2013); Human No More: Digital Subjectivities, Unhu-
man Subjects, and the End of Anthropology (2012); Of Cannibals and Kings: 
Primal Anthropology in the Americas (2011); Hans Staden’s True History: An 
Account of Cannibal Captivity in Brazil (2008); Terror and Violence: Imagina-
tion and the Unimaginable (2006); In Darkness and Secrecy: The Anthropol-
ogy of Assault Sorcery and Witchcraft in Amazonia (2004); and Histories 
and Historicities in Amazonia (2003). In the decade before his death, Neil 
branched out of his traditional areas of Latin American anthropology and 
ethnohistory to focus globally on the war on terror, goth music and cul-
ture, digital subjectivities, posthumanism, and sexuality. Neil has provided 
incisive critiques of the discipline of anthropology, provocatively examin-
ing the tensions and connections between ethnographic methods, modes 
of torture, and pornography.
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