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Books are strange artifacts. Often subscribed by a single individual, books 
are received as if the product of a lone actor: a subject who stands apart 
from yet in relation to the text. Their words stand as  little more than ink 
stains on a page but are received as traces of an imaginary authorial voice. 
The author is conceived as if operating in isolation even when they are in-
evitably entangled with webs of relations, ideas, and practices. Books are 
among their many creations; they are mirages cast over  these webs. The fol-
lowing pages are my attempt to undo the blurred contours of this mirage by 
recognizing  those who have made this book a real ity.
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screen.
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making, borders, race, and infrastructures was critical in my intellectual 
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reining in my curiosity without stifling it. Their attentive and demanding 
feedback challenged me to tighten my ideas and justify my analytical ma-
neuvers. This book is a  humble homage to their teaching.
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archives and to interrogate the stories archives made pos si ble. I  will forever 
be indebted to them.
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the Latina/o Studies Program (lsp) at Cornell University, I benefited from 
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voice of encouragement for the proj ect and its potential as well as a dynamic 
interlocutor around the politics of infrastructures. CJ Alvarez’s insightful 
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