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Books are strange artifacts. Often subscribed by a single individual, books 
are received as if the product of a lone actor: a subject who stands apart 
from yet in relation to the text. Their words stand as little more than ink 
stains on a page but are received as traces of an imaginary authorial voice. 
The author is conceived as if operating in isolation even when they are in-
evitably entangled with webs of relations, ideas, and practices. Books are 
among their many creations; they are mirages cast over these webs. The fol-
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feedback challenged me to tighten my ideas and justify my analytical ma-
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be indebted to them.
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tine Leuenberger, Bruce Lewenstein, Michael Lynch, Owen Marshall, 
Kim Overby, Trevor Pinch, Alison Power, Rachel Prentice, Sara Pritchard, 
Jessica Ratcliff, Juddith Reppy, Margaret Rossiter, Phoebe Sengers, Suman 
Seth, Rebecca Slayton, and Malte Ziewitz. My colleagues within American 
studies (ams) and beyond at the University of Texas at Austin have been a 
permanent source of optimism and inspiration: Amelia Acker, CJ Alva-
rez, Jossianna Arroyo, Alex Beasley, Simone Browne, Iokepa Casumbal-
Salazar, Karma Chávez, Lina Chhun, Tanya Clement, Cary Cordova, 
Maria Cotera, Janet Davis, Celina Davidson de Sá, Yoav Di-Capua, Edgar 
Gómez Cruz, Lauren Gutterman, Chantal Hailey, Steven Hoelscher, Joe 
Izaguirre, Randolph Lewis, Stephen Marshall, Erin McElroy, Jeffrey Meikle, 

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2071327/9781478059035-ix.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



Acknowledgments  ·  xi

Julia Mickenberg, Karla Peña, Samantha Pinto, Megan Raby, Carlos Ramos 
Sharron, Cherise Smith, Shirley Thompson, and everyone in the Critical 
Digital Studies Group and the initiative on Gender, Race, Indigeneity, Dis-
ability, and Sexuality.

Many of the ideas in this book benefited from critical feedback through 
conference papers, talks, workshops, and other venues. To all their partici-
pants, my deepest gratitude, although especially I wish to thank Richard 
Rottenburg and the African Technoscapes Cluster at the Wits Institute for 
Social and Economic Research at University of the Witwatersrand; Michelle 
Moyd and Vanessa Cruz at the Center for Research on Race and Ethnicity 
in Society at Indiana University; Sydney Skybetter at the Conference for Re-
search on Choreographic Interfaces at Brown University; and Judith Reppy 
and the Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies at Cornell. Suman Seth read 
a version of the manuscript and, early on, championed the notion that the 
book was about information regimes instead of drones. Megan Raby read an 
early version of the revised introduction to the book and helped me think 
about audience and the politics of classifications. Trevor Pinch and Stephen 
Hilgartner helped me come up with the title of the book as they got me 
to think more about epistemological regimes. Sara Pritchard was always a 
voice of encouragement for the project and its potential as well as a dynamic 
interlocutor around the politics of infrastructures. CJ Alvarez’s insightful 
and reflexive commentary on border environments and infrastructures was 
a source of motivation. Ricardo Dominguez’s tactical media and concep-
tual work deeply informed my thinking about computing, politics, and life 
within the machine. Alex Rivera’s audiovisual work inspired me to write 
about and document practices of refusal and speculation in the borderlands. 
My distributed web of interlocutors around questions of critical ethnic 
studies and science and technology studies (sts) included Cassius Adair, 
Michael Aguirre, Héctor Beltrán, Casidy Campbell, Kate Chandler, Sony 
Corañez-Bolton, Edgar Gómez-Cruz, Meryem Kamil, Jenny Kelly, Marisol 
LeBron, Kyle Lindsey, Silvia Lindtner, Cindy Lin, Erin McElroy, Megan Rim, 
Cengiz Salman, Hanah Stiverson, and Kalindi Vora. I’ll never tire of thank-
ing Lucy Suchman for her insightful, challenging, and smart review of my 
work. Courtney Berger at Duke University Press was not only a strong 
advocate for this book, but she was also a sharp reader, questioning some 
of my writing decisions and calling me to refine my ideas further. I cannot 
ask for a better editor. Cathy Hannabach and Emma Warnken Johnson 
at Ideas on Fire worked with me in revising the overall structure of the 
manuscript.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2071327/9781478059035-ix.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



xii  ·  Acknowledgments

Deborah Castillo, our fearless leader in lsp, was among the strongest 
sources of support and care in Cornell. I learned so much from her and 
my colleagues in lsp (Mary Pat Brady, Maria Cristina Garcia, Sergio Garcia 
Rios, Shannon Gleeson, Héctor Vélez Guadalupe, Sofia Villenas) about 
how conducting research is better done building community and solidarity. 
Marti Dense helped me make the transition to life as a postdoc in lsp, and 
Stephanie Kaufman supported me when I joined ams as an assistant profes-
sor in the early days of the covid-19 pandemic. They always found answers 
to the most difficult questions. Their vital assistance made possible the cre-
ation of my research collective, the Border Tech Lab (btl), at Cornell and 
the University of Texas at Austin (ut). btl alumni and current members at 
Cornell and ut (Odalis Garcia Gorra, Alexandra Gutiérrez, Emma Li, Isa-
iah Murray, Anahí Ponce, Victoria Sánchez, Carolina Vela) got me to think 
carefully about my abstract divagations and to elaborate them into clear and 
manageable concepts. Our weekly meetings were always a source of comfort 
and intellectual excitement for me.

From 2015 to 2018, I also received diverse material support from the 
Rackham Merit Fellowship, the Rackham Graduate School, the Department 
of American Culture, and Lisa Nakamura. The Digital Studies Fellowship 
from the John W. Kluge Center at the Library of Congress gave me the op-
portunity to conduct research at the library and in Washington, DC. Work 
on the book was further supported by a Mellon Postdoctoral Diversity Fel-
lowship from Cornell and a summer research award from the College of 
Liberal Arts at ut. Archivists and librarians at the Library of Congress, US 
Citizenship and Immigration Services History Library, the San Diego Air 
and Space Museum, and the Seattle Public Library were instrumental to this 
project. They shared their extensive knowledge of the research collections 
that I examined, and they proposed unexpected avenues of inquiry. At the 
University of Michigan Library, I benefited from conversations with Cathe-
rine Morse and Alexa Pearce, who identified primary source sites to explore 
for the project.

We make lifeworlds with many people over the years, those with whom 
we build relations of reciprocity and care and of camaraderie and com-
fort. Without them, we are but transient figures. I wish to acknowledge 
the familial companionship of Abuelo, los Alers, Amanda, Amy, Charlie y 
Carmen, Enrique, Gabi, Grace, Ian Carlo, Issack, Jared, Jaydee, Jayren, 
Kianna, Kiko, Mariana, Mickey, Maiki, mi Vieja, mi Viejo y Yolanda, Padrino 
y Carmen, Rafi, Raúl, Shiara, Tati, tío David, titi Ivette, titi Ixa, titi Khalila, 
titi Rosita y Juan, titi Silvia, titi Violeta, and Yiyi. There are those who once 

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2071327/9781478059035-ix.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



Acknowledgments  ·  xiii

accompanied me but have now joined my ancestors: I thank Aba, Abo, Beba, 
Madrina, Mami Otra, and titi Enid. The complicity and insider jokes of Andrés, 
Brenda, David, Frania, Gabe, Genevieve, Pablo, Sarita, Tara, Verónica, and 
Viviana. The Itharican crew: Christian, Enrique y Pamela, Eva, Karel y 
Koen, Fernando, Frances, Héctor y Josie, JJ, and Julia. Our Austinite oasis 
amid dread: Edgar, Leila, Bryce, and Lindsay. The spontaneous parties 
with Antonio, Carlos, Danny, Jossianna, KeKe, Mónica, Odalis, Piero, 
and Wilfredo. Game nights with Joe and Liz, and my comedic routines 
with Ella and Rebecca. Travel, wine, and foodie adventures with Carola, 
Joan, and Josep. Itinerant encounters at restaurants, farmers markets, and 
home with Erin, Candace, and Lily “The Slayer of Chickens, First of Her 
Name.” Happy hours and food with Jordan and Sharon. Fútbol (un)winding 
with the BarçaWave corillo, the fc Barcelona Penya Austin, and the folks 
at Fuller Park (Ann Arbor, Michigan), Cass Park (Ithaca, New York), and 
Mueller and Zilker Parks (Austin, Texas).

My partner and lifelong accomplice, Francheska, heard and read every 
iteration of this book, from mere conjecture all the way to manuscript. And 
throughout all of it, she always approached the project with fresh eyes and a 
generative spirit. Her keen interpretation of the book’s ideas challenged me 
to render them coherent and relevant. Her love, cheers, and passion moti-
vated me to get this book over the line. I am eternally grateful for her.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2071327/9781478059035-ix.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024




