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Books are strange artifacts. Often subscribed by a single individual, books
are received as if the product of a lone actor: a subject who stands apart
from yet in relation to the text. Their words stand as little more than ink
stains on a page but are received as traces of an imaginary authorial voice.
The author is conceived as if operating in isolation even when they are in-
evitably entangled with webs of relations, ideas, and practices. Books are
among their many creations; they are mirages cast over these webs. The fol-
lowing pages are my attempt to undo the blurred contours of this mirage by
recognizing those who have made this book a reality.
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screen.
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as I began putting together my initial proposal. Her thinking about nation
making, borders, race, and infrastructures was critical in my intellectual
formation. Both Lisa and Alex managed the insurmountable challenge of
reining in my curiosity without stifling it. Their attentive and demanding
feedback challenged me to tighten my ideas and justify my analytical ma-
neuvers. This book is a humble homage to their teaching.
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at the University of Michigan—Amy Sara Carroll, William Calvo-Quirds,
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cultural history, and governmentality. And I made it through the end of my
program relatively unscathed thanks to the steadfast caring and resourceful
support of Marlene Moore, our department’s graduate administrator.

My time at the Universidad de Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, obtaining my
undergraduate and master’s degrees in history was essential in my intel-
lectual development. Mayra Rosario Urrutia’s teachings on transgressions,
power, crime, and media as well as Manuel Rodriguez’s discussions on war,
the social construction of soldiers, and nation making were formative in
my thinking. Carlos Pabdon’s work on the writing of history and the fictions
upon which nations are made created new pathways for me to understand
the discipline, especially because these fictions have material repercussions.
Maria del Carmen Baerga taught me to critically examine the making of
archives and to interrogate the stories archives made possible. I will forever
be indebted to them.

Many people contributed to the stages of developing this book. As a post-
doctoral fellow in the Department of Science and Technology Studies and
the Latina/o Studies Program (LSP) at Cornell University, I benefited from
participating in weekly SSRG meetings. I learned much from conversations
with Luisa Cortesi, Stephen Hilgartner, Steven Jackson, Ronald Kline, Chris-
tine Leuenberger, Bruce Lewenstein, Michael Lynch, Owen Marshall,
Kim Overby, Trevor Pinch, Alison Power, Rachel Prentice, Sara Pritchard,
Jessica Ratcliff, Juddith Reppy, Margaret Rossiter, Phoebe Sengers, Suman
Seth, Rebecca Slayton, and Malte Ziewitz. My colleagues within American
studies (AMs) and beyond at the University of Texas at Austin have been a
permanent source of optimism and inspiration: Amelia Acker, CJ Alva-
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Julia Mickenberg, Karla Pefia, Samantha Pinto, Megan Raby, Carlos Ramos
Sharron, Cherise Smith, Shirley Thompson, and everyone in the Critical
Digital Studies Group and the initiative on Gender, Race, Indigeneity, Dis-
ability, and Sexuality.

Many of the ideas in this book benefited from critical feedback through
conference papers, talks, workshops, and other venues. To all their partici-
pants, my deepest gratitude, although especially I wish to thank Richard
Rottenburg and the African Technoscapes Cluster at the Wits Institute for
Social and Economic Research at University of the Witwatersrand; Michelle
Moyd and Vanessa Cruz at the Center for Research on Race and Ethnicity
in Society at Indiana University; Sydney Skybetter at the Conference for Re-
search on Choreographic Interfaces at Brown University; and Judith Reppy
and the Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies at Cornell. Suman Seth read
a version of the manuscript and, early on, championed the notion that the
book was about information regimes instead of drones. Megan Raby read an
early version of the revised introduction to the book and helped me think
about audience and the politics of classifications. Trevor Pinch and Stephen
Hilgartner helped me come up with the title of the book as they got me
to think more about epistemological regimes. Sara Pritchard was always a
voice of encouragement for the project and its potential as well as a dynamic
interlocutor around the politics of infrastructures. CJ Alvarez’s insightful
and reflexive commentary on border environments and infrastructures was
a source of motivation. Ricardo Dominguez’s tactical media and concep-
tual work deeply informed my thinking about computing, politics, and life
within the machine. Alex Riveras audiovisual work inspired me to write
about and document practices of refusal and speculation in the borderlands.
My distributed web of interlocutors around questions of critical ethnic
studies and science and technology studies (sTs) included Cassius Adair,
Michael Aguirre, Héctor Beltran, Casidy Campbell, Kate Chandler, Sony
Corafiez-Bolton, Edgar Gémez-Cruz, Meryem Kamil, Jenny Kelly, Marisol
LeBron, Kyle Lindsey, Silvia Lindtner, Cindy Lin, Erin McElroy, Megan Rim,
Cengiz Salman, Hanah Stiverson, and Kalindi Vora. I'll never tire of thank-
ing Lucy Suchman for her insightful, challenging, and smart review of my
work. Courtney Berger at Duke University Press was not only a strong
advocate for this book, but she was also a sharp reader, questioning some
of my writing decisions and calling me to refine my ideas further. I cannot
ask for a better editor. Cathy Hannabach and Emma Warnken Johnson
at Ideas on Fire worked with me in revising the overall structure of the
manuscript.
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sources of support and care in Cornell. I learned so much from her and
my colleagues in LsP (Mary Pat Brady, Maria Cristina Garcia, Sergio Garcia
Rios, Shannon Gleeson, Héctor Vélez Guadalupe, Sofia Villenas) about
how conducting research is better done building community and solidarity.
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