
Acknowledgments

This book owes its fruition to a great number of people and places. It cuts 
across three countries and two continents on both sides of the Atlantic. It 
is an impossible task to give due recognition to each person who has been 
part of this arduous yet rewarding journey, but I will try my best. First and 
foremost, my biggest gratitude is to trans and queer activists and feminists 
in Turkey. I owe a solemn debt to all my lubunya friends, kin, collaborators, 
and comrades who made this book possible by welcoming me into their 
lives with immense generosity and care. I am grateful for the trust they 
granted in sharing with me their lives, stories, joys, and sorrows. They have 
touched and shaped my life and me as a person in ways that I cannot find 
words to describe. I can only hope that this book lives up to their trust, 
love, and political rage by contributing to building better queer/trans fem­
inist worlds together in Turkey and beyond.

Writing this book required a set of skills and tools to see the world 
differently and to understand it critically. I consider myself extremely lucky 
to have attained most of them during my undergraduate and master’s years 
at Boğaziçi University in Istanbul, where I made incredible friendships in 
courses, student clubs, collectives, political campaigns, and extracurricu­
lar creative activities. The academic environment at Boğaziçi has deeply 
shaped my passion for intellectual life and critical knowledge production 
and its transformative capacities. I would like to express my sincere grati­
tude to my mentors, Nazan Üstündağ, Nükhet Sirman, Şemsa Özar, Ayfer 
Bartu Candan, Meltem Ahıska, Belgin Tekçe, and Zafer Yenal, for their for­
mative role in my critical and analytic thinking. The vibrant campus life at 
Boğaziçi offered me and many others the gift of intellectual curiosity, creative 
and imaginative living, and passion for social and political transformation. 
Without this environment I would not be the thinker I am today.

The first phase of this book grew out of a stimulating academic environ­
ment at the University of Toronto. Mentors and colleagues were tremen­
dously helpful and motivating while I was writing up my research. I would 
like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Holly Wardlow, Naisargi Dave, and 
Andrea Muehlebach for their consistent support, motivation, and guid­
ance. Many thanks to Michael Lambek, Janice Boddy, and Don Kulick 

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2050375/9781478027751-xvii.pdf by guest on 24 April 2024



xviii  ·  Acknowledgments

for providing me with critical feedback. Several other faculty members at 
UToronto made my doctoral studies rewarding with their enthusiasm and 
encouragement. Special thanks to Amira Mittermaier, Valentina Napol­
itano, Donna Young, Krista Maxwell, Girish Daswani, and Christopher 
Krupa.

My time at Toronto introduced me to wonderful friends from across 
the world. Without their support and love it would have been extremely 
difficult to survive not only the doctoral program but also the long, harsh 
winters in the city. Our long nights of conversation, music, dance, games, 
and booze, made my life as a migrant academic possible in many ways. My 
warmest thanks to friends who knew how not to let life be taken over by ac­
ademia but rather shared and enriched it to the fullest whenever they could. 
I deeply appreciate you in my life, Seçil Dağtaş, Vivian Solana, Daniella 
Jofre, Timothy Mwangeka Makori, Janne Dingemans, Özlem Aslan, Ümit 
Aydoğmuş, Deepa Rajkumar, Melanie Richter-Montpetit, Columba 
Gonzalez Duarte, Nora Tataryan, Alejandra Gonzalez, Begüm Uzun, 
Andrew Paruch, Burak Köse, Tuğçe Ellialtı, Ayşegül Koç, Nima Maleki, Shi­
hoko Nakagawa, Jacob Nerenberg, Saafi Warsame, Nayrouz Abu-Hatoum, 
Salma Atassi, Coco Guzman, Zoya, Behzad Sarmadi, Glen Chua, Dylan 
Gordon, Nishant Uphadhyay, and Preethy Sivakumar. I would also like to 
extend my warm thanks to my friends from the anthropology department, 
Anna Kruglova, Rastko Cvekic, Kate Rice, Sharon Kelly, Laura Sikstorm, 
Chantelle Falconer, Hollis Moore, Sardar Saadi, and Nermeen Mouftah, 
and others in the Dissertation Writing Group, for making my graduate 
experience memorable and collegial. Last but not least, friends and com­
rades I met through our local public employee union (cupe 3902), No 
One Is Illegal, and Queers against Israeli Apartheid have taught me a lot 
about cultivating and maintaining strong relations between the worlds of 
activism and academia. Thanks to all of them.

I have gained significant critical insights through my conversations 
with established scholars in the field of anthropology at panels, confer­
ences, and workshops. Many thanks to Henrietta Moore, Elizabeth Povi­
nelli, Tom Boellstorff, Ellen Lewin, David Valentine, Yael Navaro, Mary 
Weismantel, and Evelyn Blackwood. I am grateful for all their feedback 
and keen engagements with my research in the earlier phase of this book. 
This book benefited immensely from the financial support that I received 
through grants, fellowships, and awards over the course of my career. I am 
grateful for financial assistance from the University of Toronto, the Lorna 
Marshall Doctoral Fellowship in Social and Cultural Anthropology, the 

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2050375/9781478027751-xvii.pdf by guest on 24 April 2024



Acknowledgments  ·  xix

Ontario Graduate Scholarship, the Melissa J. Knauer Award for Feminist 
Research, the Fellowship in Ethnographic Writing at the Center for Eth­
nography at the University of Toronto–Scarborough, and the Association 
for Feminist Anthropology Dissertation Award.

My thanks to colleagues at the University of California, Berkeley; the Uni­
versity of Cambridge; Columbia University; Harvard University; Swarth­
more College; Brown University; Washington University in St. Louis; the 
University of British Columbia; the College of William and Mary; Boston 
University; Amherst College; the University of Minnesota; Bilgi Univer­
sity; soas University of London; Utrecht University; the University of 
Tennessee; Rutgers University; Concordia University; Sabancı Univer­
sity; and Koç University for inviting me to share my work and providing 
me with insightful feedback. These invitations were made possible by Gül 
Özyeğin, Minoo Moallem, Osman Balkan, Sima Shakhsari, Sahar Sadjadi, 
Nadje Al-Ali, Sophie Chamas, Nisrine Chaer, Zahra Ali, Maya Mikdashi, 
Tamar Shirinian, Yağmur Nuhrat, Fırat Kurt, Dina Al Kassim, Roberta 
Micallef, Denise Gill, Burak Delier, and Zeyno Pekünlü.

My academic journey took me to many institutions until I settled down 
in a tenure-track position in the Department of Women’s, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies at Rutgers University. Postdoctoral life has taught me 
serious lessons about the precarity of the neoliberal academic job market 
in North America. I spent my first year as a PhD adjuncting at two differ­
ent institutions in two different towns in Ontario while holding a research 
fellowship in sexuality studies at the Center for Feminist Research at York 
University, which I thank for providing me with the opportunity to share 
my research. My first postdoctoral fellowship started my migration to the 
United States, where I worked as an Allen-Berenson fellow in the Depart­
ment of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at Brandeis University. I 
am grateful for the great intellectual support and motivation that I received 
from several colleagues at Brandeis. Many thanks to Susan Lanser, Wendy 
Cadge, Sarah Lamb, Anita Hill, Aliyyah Abdur-Rahman, Anita Hannig, 
ChaeRan Yoo Freeze, Elizabeth Ferry, Ellen Schattschneider, Roanne 
Kantor, and Hikmet Kocamaner. After Brandeis, I relocated to Harvard 
Divinity School as a research and teaching fellow in the Women’s Studies 
in Religion Program. Our program director, Ann D. Braude; my brilliant 
colleagues, Kimberly Blockett, Ferial Khalifa, Laura Prieto, and Avital 
Davidovich-Eshed; and our program administrator, Tracy Wall, made my 
academic experience highly rewarding. It was also exceptionally delightful 
to connect with other faculty members at Harvard and benefit from our 

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2050375/9781478027751-xvii.pdf by guest on 24 April 2024



xx  ·  Acknowledgments

conversations. My warmest gratitude to Afsaneh Najmabadi, Leila Ahmed, 
Cemal Kafadar, George Paul Mieu, Robin Bernstein, Mark Jordan, Mayra 
Rivera, Durba Mitra, and Ahmed Ragab.

Both Brandeis and Harvard introduced me to the wider bustling and 
inspiring academic environment in the Boston area. I was extremely lucky 
to meet people who made my life intellectually and socially fulfilling. 
My heartfelt thanks to my household in Somerville: Mai Taha, Bettina 
Stoetzer, Yajun Mo, and Vivian Solana; and to beautiful friends: Zeynep 
İnanç, Bengi Baran, Can Akkaya, Gaye Özpınar, Emrah Altındiş, Hikmet 
Kocamaner, Volkan Gündüz, Kaan Apaydın, Caterina Scaramelli, Rupa 
Pillai, Tom Abowd, Armanç Yıldız, Eric Biesterfeld, Alma Nizam, Hussam 
Jefee-Bahloul, Pep Serra, and Alvaro Ebuelto. They made Boston a third 
home for me by filling my life with their care, fun, joy, and support.

After Harvard, I moved to Providence for the Louise Lamphere Visiting 
Assistant Professorship in the Department of Anthropology and the Pembroke 
Center at Brown University. The rigorous and collegial academic environment 
at Brown introduced wonderful people to my life: Nadje Al-Ali, Georgina 
Manok, Alex Winder, Rawan Arar, Aliya Sabharwal, Jose Itzigshon, Meltem 
Toksöz, Emre Yalçın, Brian Landor, Elizabeth Lord, Dario Valles Sepulveda, 
Robert Chlala, Fulya Pınar, Anıl Aşkın, and Rui Gomes Coelho. I deeply 
treasure our conversations, dinner parties, dance nights, hiking trips, and 
covid-time picnics. I am also grateful to Lina Fruzetti, Rebecca Carter, 
Paja Faudree, Shahzad Bashir, Bishara Doumani, Daniel Jordan Smith, Jes­
saca Leinaweaver, Parker VanValkenburgh, Yannis Hamilakis, and Barbara 
Oberkoetter for making Brown a welcoming institutional home for me.

This book’s editorial journey at Duke first started with Sandra Korn and 
continued with Courtney Berger. I consider myself extremely lucky to have 
had the opportunity to work with these two phenomenal editors whose 
guidance was the best I could ever ask for. Some sections in this book were 
previously published in peer-reviewed academic journals: Anthropolog-
ica, Journal for Middle East Women’s Studies, and Cultural Anthropology. 
While revisiting these discussions, I revised them significantly.

Several colleagues and friends read parts of this book and provided re­
markable insights. Many thanks to Seçil Dağtaş, Elif Babül, Christopher 
Dole, Dana Luciano, Ayşe Parla, Sinan Göknur, Seçil Yılmaz, Aslı Iğsız, 
Elif Sarı, Begum Adalet, Beren Azizi, Özge Gözke, Hayal Akarsu, and 
Claudia Castenada. The work-in-progress workshop organized by my col­
league Brittney Cooper at Rutgers provided me with a great opportunity 
to share a chapter draft with my colleagues in the department. I would like 

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2050375/9781478027751-xvii.pdf by guest on 24 April 2024



Acknowledgments  ·  xxi

to express my special thanks to Brittney Cooper, Ethel Brooks, Maya Mik­
dashi, Kyla Schuller, Louisa Schein, Carlos Decena, and Evelyn Autry for 
their constructive engagement with my research. Maya Mikdashi, Evren 
Savcı, Sima Shakhsari, and Gökçe Günel read different versions of the full 
manuscript. Their close and careful reading and insightful feedback im­
proved this book immensely.

The support, care, and love I receive from across the ocean has been 
exceptional since I moved to North America. Each time I visit Turkey, I 
am welcomed with unconditional love and care by my kin. My most pro­
found thanks to Senem Erdoğan, Öznur Şahin, and Seçil Dağtaş for being 
my lifelong sisters, bringing so much beauty and wisdom into my life, 
and never leaving me alone. My wholehearted gratitude to another cir­
cle of amazing friends for sharing moments of trouble and happiness over 
decades: Oyman Başaran, Hazal Halavut, Nora Tataryan, Özlem Aslan, 
Ceren Yartan, Zeynep Atay, Cemre Baytok, Ali Paşaoğlu, Elif Çelik, Seçil 
Yılmaz, Sertaç Sehlikoğlu, and Mustafa Avcı. It was heartbreaking to lose 
Zeliş, Ali Arıkan, and Boysan Yakar, but their spirits have never left me 
and have animated the pages of this book. I feel blessed to have many other 
friends and colleagues who have contributed to the creativity, collectiv­
ity, solidarity, joy, and laughter in my life. Many thanks to Imge Oranlı, 
Gülkan Noir, Ari Büyük, Demet Demir, Ebru Kırancı Binder, Ece, Şevval 
Kılıç, Deniz, Eylem Çağdaş, İlksen Gürsoy, Kerem, Ecem, Matu, Nurgül 
Özz, Sema Semih, Bawer Çakır, Suna Kafadar, Begüm Başdaş, Özge 
Gözke, Kanno Akkaya, Alp Biricik, Yener Bayramoğlu, Emrah Yıldız, 
Banu Bargu, Amahl Bishara, Marlene Schafers, Nukhet Varlık, Alize 
Arıcan, Fırat Fırat, Berfu Seker, İlker Çakmak, Feride Eralp, Özgür Sevgi 
Göral, Derya Aydın, Leman Sevda Darıcıoğlu, Başak Can, Ergin Bulut, 
Nadya Mikdashi, Ziad Mikdashi, and my little bestie Zayn.

My family made my academic life possible by providing their decades-
long support. I am grateful to my parents. My brothers, Atakan and Ibra­
him, have always emotionally supported me with my research and my life 
decisions. I am privileged to have their love, tenderness, esteem, and care, 
and have the utmost gratitude for their presence in my life.

And the final thank you is for Maya Mikdashi, whose invaluable support, 
caring critique, and unconditional love have been a great treasure while in­
habiting arduous times and places together. Words are not enough to express 
my appreciation for her presence in this life and for her brilliance, light, 
and laughter that she continues to throw into this world every single day.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2050375/9781478027751-xvii.pdf by guest on 24 April 2024




