
D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2049477/9781478027706-cover.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



The Trauma 
Mantras D

ow
nloaded from

 http://dup.silverchair.com
/books/book/chapter-pdf/2049477/9781478027706-cover.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



The Trauma 
Mantras 

A Memoir in 
Prose Poems D

ow
nloaded from

 http://dup.silverchair.com
/books/book/chapter-pdf/2049477/9781478027706-cover.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



Duke University Press 
Durham and London 
2024

Adrie 
Kusserow D

ow
nloaded from

 http://dup.silverchair.com
/books/book/chapter-pdf/2049477/9781478027706-cover.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



© 2024 Duke University Press. All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper ∞
Project editor: Lisa Lawley
Designed by Courtney Leigh Richardson
Typeset in Warnock Pro by Copperline Book Services

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Kusserow, Adrie, author.  
Title: The trauma mantras : a memoir in prose poems / Adrie Kusserow.  
Description: Durham : Duke University Press, 2024. 
Identifiers: lccn 2023015265 (print)
lccn 2023015266 (ebook) 
isbn 9781478025573 (paperback) 
isbn 9781478020844 (hardcover)  
isbn 9781478027706 (ebook)  
Subjects: lcsh: Psychic trauma—Poetry. | bisac: poetry /  
General | social science / Anthropology / Cultural & Social | 
lcgft: Prose poems. 
Classification: lcc ps3611.u74 t738 2024  (print) |  
lcc ps3611.u74  (ebook) | ddc 809.81/93561—dc23/eng/20230822 
lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023015265
lc ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023015266

Cover credit: Blind Spirits, 2012. Gold leaf, acrylic, and ink  
on linen, 48 × 58 in. © Tsherin Sherpa. Courtesy of the artist  
and Rossi & Rossi Gallery.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2049477/9781478027706-cover.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024

https://lccn.loc.gov/2023015265
https://lccn.loc.gov/2023015266


For all refugees, everywhere D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2049477/9781478027706-cover.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



This page intentionally left blank

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://dup.silverchair.com

/books/book/chapter-pdf/2049477/9781478027706-cover.pdf by guest on 10 April 2024



Ethno (culture) graphy (the process of writing, representing,  
recording, describing):  a field of study

AutoEthnography: qualitative research using self-reflection  
and writing to explore personal experience and connect  
this autobiographical story to wider cultural and social  
meanings and understandings
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