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This book is a product of the emotional maelstrom that is 
life in the age of uncertainty. I had been carrying around 
these ideas for some time. They surfaced periodically, 
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insurmountable differences—lent me resilience in the 
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and Florian Mildenberger for their deep knowledge of the field and to Micha 
Eggert for his sweet emails and offer of conversation. Paula Villa Braslavsky 
has been a kindred spirit since we first met in DC. I cherish her insight into 
all things and her incredibly sharp wit.

My writing has benefited in untold ways from people who work in pre-
carious positions and on shoestring budgets all in the name of community, 
art, and history. This has made possible the wonderful collections housed 
at the Magnus Hirschfeld Foundation, the Spinnboden Lesbenarchiv und 
Bibliothek, das feministische Archiv ffbiz, and of course, the Schwules 
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for allowing me into their circle of friends. Activists, artists, and early career 
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thanks too to the anonymous reviewers whose suggestions gave me so much 
to think about and greatly enhanced this book.
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I could not have hoped for a better group of readers. Ona Bantjes-Ràfols, 
Dani Carron, Pat Gentile, Laura Horak, Alexis Shotwell, and Christiane 
Wilke gave the manuscript a trenchant critique with good humor, a few 
expletives, and tons of support. Katie Sutton gifted me her laser-sharp 
focus in a rigorous, multipage analysis of the core argument that helped 
identify inconsistencies and emboldened me to trust myself more. My 
wonderful student Nicholas Surges created a most usable index. Howard 
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Randal Halle, Lisa Heineman, Sam Clowes Huneke, Erik Huneke, Elissa 
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and write. This book honors those who labor and struggle to make these 
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I struggle a bit to speak of my immediate kinship circle for—as the kids 
say—“reasons.” The pandemic hit in the middle of already tumultuous teen-
age years, with a force that was undeniable. There have been transitions big 
and small. We have survived, sometimes thrived, other times barely held 
on. We are still here, loving each other, and longing for better days. I know 
they will come.
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ART SAVES ME AND MAKES ME SEE  

THE MAGIC. . . . THE MAGIC ALSO  

L IES IN THE DESIRE, IN THE EROTIC  

ENCOUNTER. UNREPEATABLE,  

AND THEREFORE ALWAYS REPEATED,  

JUST L IKE PHOTOGRAPHY.

—Krista Beinstein, Sex Is My Medium

CRUISING IS HOW YOU TOUCH THE  

WORLD, AND THE WORLD TOUCHES  

YOU BACK.

—Liz Rosenfeld, “This Should Happen  

Here More Often”
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