Dedication

To my mother

Minnie Ellis James Washington
who sang to me

before my ears knew the sounds

Willis Laurence James

Stars in de Elements

“Stars in de Elements”: eternal torchbearers which lift the fog-
bound soul above the clouds, guide him upon the storm-tossed sea,
tune his soul with the infinite, and shine best when darkness is
deepest—given birth by the night.
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Stars in de el-e-ments,___  shine, shine,_ shine._
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Stars in de el-e-ments,___  shine, shine, _ shine. .
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